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Early poll seen as Hurvitz resigns 


By SARAH HONIG and 
AARON SITTNER 

Prospects of an early election 
heightened on Sunday as Finance 
Minister Yigael Hurvitz resigned in 
the wake of a bitter struggle sparked 
by the Question of wage increases 
Tor Israel’s teachers. 

At the end of a marathon eight- 
hour session of the Israeli cabinet 
the ministers, by an overwhelming 
majority, rejected Hurvitz’s ada- 
mant stand against granting the 
wage increase which, he claimed, 
would lead to a nation-wide wave of 
new wage demands and further fuel 
the sky-rocketing inflation. 

The cabinet scheduled a special 
session for the next morning to 
decide on its next move, but 
observers saw this as a prelude to 
early elections. 

As local and foreign newsmen 
struggled to hear. Cabinet secretary 
Arye Naor said after Sunday's ses- 
sion: The Government today, after 
a lengthy discussion, adopted in 
principle the recommendations em- 
bodied in the Etzioni Commission 
Report (which called for upgrading 
the teaching profession as well as 
granting teachers wage increases of 
between 30 and 60 per cent.) 
Negotiations between the teachers 
on implementation of Lhe wage in- 
creases will be conducted 
throughout the year 1981, taking 
into account the economic situation 
in the country. Even before the 
cabinet voted on this resolution. 
Finance Minister Hurvitz announ- 
ced his resignation (which was to 
become effective in 48 hours). 

Naor added that the resolution 


was tabled by Prime Minister Begin 
himself. Only two ministers backed 
Hurvitz — Deputy Premier Yigael 
Yadin and Israel Katz, Minister of 
Labour and Social Affairs, both of 
the Democratic Movement. 

Asked whether he plans to pull 
his three- man Rafi faction out of 
the coalition, Hurvitz replied, 
'•That’s up to my party. We shall 
see.” 

Inside - the cabinet, the main 
champion of the Etzioni findings 
was Education Minister Zevulum 
Hammer, who made it clear he 
would resign unless the teachers 
receive the benefits prescribed in 
the Etzioni report. 

Prime Minister Begin sided with 
Hammer, and this only added to the 
tension. 

To keep their cause alive during 
the week, teachers throughout (he 
country held “updating meetings” 
among themselves during school 
hours, to discuss the progress of 
their struggle against Hurvitz’s 
refusal to support the Etzioni Com- 
mission recommendations. 

Early Sunday morning there were 
hints of a possible breakthrough in 
the crisis — with the disclosure that 
a high Treasury official, Ezra Sadan, 
had brought to the cabinet a new 
compromise formula on the Etzioni 
recommendations. The cabinet had 
by then been sitting nearly four 
hours. 

Emerging from the cabinet room 
at one point Deputy Defence 
Minister Mordechai Zipori was ac- 
costed by the dozens of waiting 
newsmen and photographers. 

“You fellows may be in for a big 
surprise,” said Zipori as he brushed 
past the throng. 


Asked if a compromise accep- 
table to both Hammer and Hurvitz 
could be found, Zipori replied: 
"What happens in there could end 
up in the best interests of the people 
of Israel. That means opposition 
leader Shimon Peres could just sit at 
home.” 

Before the cabinet convened, 
Begin summoned a meeting of 
Likud (Herut and Liberal Parly) 
ministers. Most of them reportedly 
supported the idea of advancing the 
elections. But Agriculture Minister 
Ariel Sharon insisted that the Likud 
government finish its term so that 
"vital national objectives" of the 
government could be reached. 

All the Likud ministers were 
critical of Finance Minister Hur- 
vitz. The general feeling was that 
Hurvitz was indeed not interested in 
a compromise but, rather in a com- 
fortable means or exit from the 
government. 

In an unprecedented move, 
photographers and newsmen were 
allowed into the cabinet room 
before the meeting began, on the as- 
sumption that Sunday's sitting 
might be Lhe last of the present 
cabinet before the call for new elec- 
tions. 

Reporters said Begin appeared to 
be in reasonably good spirits. 

They also noted that Religious 
Affairs Minister Aharon 
Abuhatzeira, who was not present 
at recent cabinet meetings, was 
there on Sunday. 

Likud MK Ehud Olmert — who- 
was privy to the Herut leadership 
consultations prior to the cabinet 
meeting — said: "If Hurvitz resigns 
and the elections are to be ad- 
vanced, then the initiative should 


come from us, not the Opposition.” 

in fact, the coalition is attempting 
to block an Opposition motion in 
the Knesset calling for dissolution 
of the legislature and holding or new 
elections. 

Alignment faction chief Moshe 
Shahal said: “We have already 
served notice that on Wednesday 
we will inform the Knesset 
secretariat we are re-introducing 
our original elections bill, which 
was submitted lo them more than a 
year ago.” Il sLates that the Knesset 
decides to disperse, and that 
national elections should be held 
100 days after the bilt becomes law. 

Over the weekend speculation 
was rife that Mr. Begin would resign 
and that early elections were in- 
evitable. In the normal course the 
elections were due in November. 

There were intensive discussions 
between coalition members before 
Sunday's cabinet meeting in the 
hope of finding a compromise to 
satisfy Hurvitz and Hammer. 
However, most observers suggested 
that these efforts had Tailed. 

Sources close to the premier said 
Saturday that Begin would probably 
not submit his resignation or that of 
the government to the president. 
Instead, he would submit a law for 
early elections in the Knesset. 

Finance Minister Yigael Hurvitz 
was adamant Saturday about leav- 


ing the government if the cabinet 
decides on any pay rises for 
teachers in line with the recommen- 
dations of the Etzioni Commission. 

Once this happens. Hurvitz said 
his three-member Rafi faction 
would leave the coalition and 
prepare for early elections on a 
separate list. 

The prime minister has stressed in 
talks with leading ministers that he 
docs not intend to hang- an with a 
government dependent on the sup- 
port of tiny splinter lists or the 
wavering loyalties of the Knesset's 
many one-man factions. 

Close associates said that “as a 
man of honour, Begin wants his 
government lo end its term of office 
in an honourable fashion. He would 
not want it brought down by a vote 
of no-confidence and would not 
want to he forced out of office by an 
opposition-initiated early elections 
bill.” 

This was also the impression of 
National Religious Party leader 
Interior Minister Yosef Burg, who 
met with Begin, at the premier's re- 
quest, on Friday morning, Burg said 
that he and the NRP “will support 
every move the prime minister un- 
dertakes.” But the NRP would not 
support a minority government and 
therefore would favour early elec- 
tions if Hurvitz resigned. 

The NRP, Burg said, was not 
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Ail Editor Ini Comment. From Friday, December 9. 

Let it end honourably 

PRIME MINISTER Begins raleful omission rested in not calling a new 
election in the immediate aftermath of the signing of the peace treaty 
with Egypt, in March 1979. His stewardship, it is true, had by then 
passed the peak of its popularity, which it reached shortly after the 
triumph of May 1977. But the descent, slow al first, had not yet 
become a precipitous tumble into the abyss. 

The pence treaty was. as it remains, Mr. Begin's crowning glory, 
even if in the light of official pretensions it may now appear 
somewhat hollow. It was, after all, the first act of true concord bet- 
ween the Jewish Stale and any of its Arab neighbours. 

Hud the premier sought a fresh mandate for his administration 
right after the Knesset's overwhelming ratification of the peace, a 
grateful people might have returned him to power with ait increased 
majority. 

Some close aides did advise Mr. Begin that that was the finest and 
most propitious hour he could expect for a renewed test of popular 
support, and that he should not miss the opportunity. He ignored 
their counsel, however, being apparently determined to complete a 
full four-year term of office.... 

Ily now. the government has utterly lost the confidence of the peo- 
ple — their confidence in the helmsman's ability to lead his own 
crew, and in the ability or that crew to sail the ship of stale. Worse, 
they began to lose faith in themselves, and in their own system of 
governance. 

The indifferent remnants of the original team still presided over by 
Mr. Begin represent a minority government today. This government 
max still he able to survive a Knesset vote, by the skin of its teeth, but 
in the public opinion polls it comes out. not occasionally but con- 
sistently. barely alive. 

Indeed, never before in all of Israel's nearly 33 years has there 
been as wide a chasm between "them" and "us," between the ruled 
masses and the ruling few. 

Deep dou n even the publicly euphoric Mr. Begin cannot fail to ap- 
preciate that his desperate clinging to (he letter of the constitution is 
Napping away the spirit of democrucy. He cannot fail to recognize 
that the current rift between the ministers of finance and education 
mcr the implementation of the Etiioiti Commission report is only the 
symptom of profound malaise — and that the national crisis will not 
have been resolved even ir that rift were to be papered over. 

The causes of the country's present discontents manifestly lie far 
deeper than a dispute over teachers* salaries. Even the prime minister 
cannot possibly disregard this obvious fact. 

.. Mr- Begin has but one honourable recourse-, to move without delay 
for the dissolution of the present Knesset, and set as early a date for 
the new election as possible. 

Let him seize the day. then, und bow out gracefully, rather than un- 
der duress, even at this late hour. He will not rceoup the fortune that 
seemed not long ago within his reach, but he may still retain some 
shred of the dignity which his own school of political thought has. 
always placed at the top or the cntalogue of civic virtues. 

Scotsman wins Galilee marathon 


Post Sports Reporter 
TEL AVIV. — Scottish research 
chemist Jim Dingwall. 31, Saturday 
won the fourth annual Sheraton Sea 
of Galilee International Marathon, 
covering the rain drenched 42.195- 
kijomeirc course from Ein Gcv io 
Ginossar in 2 hours. 16 minutes. 19 
seconds. 

Following Dingwall home among 
the 500 men and women starters — 
who included some 200 overseas 
competitors from a score of coun- 
tries — was Belgium's Julien Gri- 
mont. The 30-year-old Antwerp tax 
inspector clocked 2.19.27, leaving 
Irish Olympic runner Paddy- 
Hooper. 2K. in third place with a 
time of 2.21.28. 


With Israeli marathon champion 
Yair Kami dropping out after 37- 
kilometres because of cramp in 
both legs. Ramie Elitsur's Avi Levi 
was the first local participant across 
the finishing line, his time of 2.24.06 
earning him a highly commendable 
seventh place. 

But probably the best achieve- 
ment among the home competitors 
w as that of Zehava Shmucli of the 
Ayalot Israel runners club, who was 
first home among the 27 women 
participants in 2.52.45. Shmueli, 25, 
and the mother of two small boys, 
bettered by more than 10 minutes 
her own women’s record for the 
event, which she established in 
1977. 
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The Hebrew 
press says 

Ha'aretz (Independent) says that 
Prime Minister Begin has been put- 
ting off the inevitable for too long, 
and writes that he must “get off the 
stage. This is the solution that most 
Israeli citizens want now." They are 
tired of seeing the Begin govern- 
ment lurch from crisis to crisis, not 
succeeding in stopping the 
economic deterioration, but in- 
sisting on a political goal that it has 
no chance of achieving. “Only a 
new knesset and a new government 
can extricate Israel from the 
labyrinth in which Mr. Begin, his 
party, and his coalition partners 
have imprisoned us.“ 

Ma'ariv (Independent) says that the 
source of the government's 
weakness has always been internal. 
The unrest and secessions have 
emanated from within and not from 
outside pressures. Even if a last- 
minute formula is found to drag this 
coalition through the summer it is 
doubtful whether it will contain any 
significant answer to the people's 
needs and the burning issues 
awaiting resolution. 

Yedlot Ahronot (Independent), dis- 
cussing the "Peach'* file affair, says 
the public is unable to establish 
what arc indeed the facts. There is 
thus no alternative to the setting up 
or a committee to investigate the 
matter. 

Ha'aretz (Independent) comments 
on the news that West Germany will 
sign an arms deal with Saudi Arabia. 
"Helmut Schmidt has finally suc- 
ceeded in completing the nor- 
malization of Germany's status in 
the world. Thirty-five years after (he 
Nazi extermination camps. German 
arms will once more be in the pos- 
session of those who will direct 
them against Jews." The paper 
observes that the “reasons for the 
West-German Chancellor’s deci- 
sion, as cited in the weekly ‘Dcr 
Spiegel' (which first disclosed the 
Saudi affair), are undoubtedly 
weighty ones. King Khaled 
proposed investing vast amounts in 
West-German chancellor's deci- 
would also solve the unpleasant 
problem of a surplus of tanks. There 
is no moral basis for establishing a 
moral moratorium of 35 years for 
Auschwitz, Maidanek and Bergcn- 
Belsen. As long as Holocaust sur- 
vivors, and the widows and orphans 
of the millions of Holocaust victims 
are still alive (most of them in 
Israel), no German leader has the 
right to claim that the period of 
Germany’s special responsibility 
has ended. This truth is valid even 
when the prize for shaking off 
responsibility amounts to hundreds 
of millions of marks." 
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Early poll seen 


(Continued from page I) 

afraid to go to elections, despite the 
Abuhatzeira affair und the 
■'Afnrsek" file issue (Afarsek, 
Peach, is the codcnatne given to the 
file reportedly containing charges of 
irregularities in Dr. Burg’s Interior 
Ministry). “Our voters know what 
we stand for. und whul we fiphl 
for,” he declared. 

Begin also met with the man 
regarded by many Herut members 
as his heir-apparent — Foreign 
Minister Yitzhak Shamir. Shamir 
later said that if the government 
finds that it must resign this must 
not be regarded as “tragic." 

“Coalition crises arc the rule 
rather than the exception in couli- 
tion governments,” he said. "These 
things happen and there is no 
calamity in the fact that this govern- 
ment might huvo to go to the polls 
several months earlier l hun it hud 
planned. Even so, it would go down 
in history as the longest serving ad- 
ministration in Israel so fur." 

One of the chief mediators 
between Hurvitz and Hammer over 
(he weekend was Housing Minister 
David Levy. Saturday Levy admit- 
ted he had failed in his attempt. 
Sources close to Hurvitz reported 
him os saying that he is fed up and 
tired. "It’s lime we stopped driving 
the nation crazy." 

Levy accused Hurvitz of "basical- 
ly lacking the goodwill to seek a 
solution. He really was not in- 
terested in one. His mind was made 
up to leave the coalition. A solution 
could easily have been hammered 
out, but this was not possible when 
one of the sides just didn’t care.” 
Levy also accused the Histadrut 
Teachers Union, “which is control- 
led by the Labour Party," of 
sabotaging mediation efforts. 


Another minister remaining solid- 
ly loyal to the end was Justice 
Minister Moshe Nissim (Likud- 
Liberals). In a television interview 
screened on Friday night, Nissim 
said the government could continue 
in office even if Finance Minister 
Hurvitz resigned. One possibility, 
he said, was to ctirrv on as a 
minority government. 

Nissi m's sentiments contrasted 
sharply with those voiced by his 
I iberal Parly colleague. Energy 
Minister Yitzhak Moda’i. Modal™ 
Thursday pronounced the govern- 
ment unfit to govern any longer, 
even if it somehow managed to 
resolve the issue of teachers’ pay- 

Fleet ion fever has already grip- 
ped many of the parties. Tht' r 
various decision-mnkinp forums ate 
expected to begin considering their 
positions on the early elections mu* 
as the battle starts in cucli party for 
safe slots on the various lists of can- 
didates for the new Knesset. 

The tension is most apparent in 
the small Rafi faction, Kufi leaders 
make no secret of their hope that 
former foreign minister Moshe 
Dayan would head their list. 

Another person who is wailing for 
Dayun is former defence minister 
E/er Weizmnn, who has also not yet 
made up his mind on whether to set 
up a new centre parly. Weizman has 
stated that he would like Dayan t0 
head such a list. An initiative to 
return Weizman to Herut failed 
over the weekend. 

Weizman himself quashed Lhe ef- 
forts Saturday, when he said that 
these moves do not have his ap- 
proval. Weizman was expelled from 
the party after having strongly 
criticized the government <jh * 
number of issues. 


Eastern communities mark Christmas 


Jerusalem Post Reporter 
The Eastern Orthodox com- 
munities and the Coptic and Ethio- 
pian churches celebrated their 
Christmas last week with rites in 
Jerusalem and Bethlehem. 

Festivities opened with the arrival 
in Bethlehem of the Assyrian 
Orthodox bishop. He was followed 
later in the morning by the acting 
head of the Qreek Orthodox 
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Church, Jh^-Merfopolltan of ■ 
Germanos, who was escorted irp 
the entrance of the town to 
Square by about 1,000 Boy Sc° u 
and Girl Scouts. He was greeted w 
Mayor Elias Freij. • . 

The Ethiopian Orthodox Gwjjj 
celebrated its Christmas midnJgw 
mass, the Qedase, in the Church ot 
the Holy Sepulchre in the Old City 
of Jerusalem. 
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“Come Home With Us " 


Whips and scorpions 


WE HAVE to hand it to our govern- 
ment for one thing: they're going 
down fighting. If only each other. 

In our age, which has witnessed 
the Holocaust, seen the Boat Peo- 
ple sail by and recognized a terror 
organization as a legitimate member 
of the family of nations, it is our 
ability to forget that is our greatest 
asset. Thanks to this ability, we are 
now able to look back with 
nostalgia to the rule of the Labour 
party and long even for its last years 
in office. We have quickly forgotten 
our immense relief at the change o£ 
government in 1977, after almost 30 
years or uninterruoted Labour rule. 

It seems bizarre to try now even 
to remember. Barely three, not 30 
years later, we are eagerly looking 
forward to being chastised Bgain by 
the whips of the Labour govern- 
ment rather than the scorpions of 
the present one. 

It is hard to remember that only 
two years ago Mr. Begin was at the 
height of his popularity, the 
recipient of not only the Nobel 
Prize, but also his nation's gratitude 
for bringing home the Camp David 
agreements. This monumental 
achieve ment, surely to be ranked in 
importance with the very creation 
of the slate, has since been frittered 
away by a bickering government 
which appears to achieve greater 
satisfaction from quarrelling In 
public than from doing its job in the 
privacy of the cabinet room. 

Barely two years ugo Mr. Begin 
was at the height of his power. How 


A Personal Viewpoint, by 
Post Reporter Ya’acov 
Friedler, on the question of 
elections. 


well he would have done to resign 
then and step from the Prime 
Minister's office straight into the 
history books. How astute he would 
have been to realize that from the 
September 1978 pinnacle he had 
nowhere to go but down, even if he 
were at the peak of his abilities 
rather than in his declining years. . 

It was not to be. Before our un- 
believing eyes Mr. Begin and his 
cabinet laboured to reduce the 
Camp David agreements to a piece 
of paper, while jacking up the infla- 
tion into the three-digit range and 
permeating the country with a 
gloom that will not easily be dispel- 
led. 

Those of us who flocked to turn 
Labour out will be rushing to bring 
•them back again as soon as the bal- 
lot boxes are opened. As one of the 
crowd, 1 do not hold against the pre- 
sent cabinet their failure as a 
government. It happens und that is 
what elections are for— to allow us 
to remove a government that has 
not governed well. This is 
democracy's recourse for a disap- 
pointed electorate. 

What I do hold against the Likud 
government is their failure to lie an 
alternative government, ready to 


take over when Labour could no 
longer stay the course. It was as an 
alternative government that the 
Likud presented itself to the people. 

1 cast my ballot for that alternative. 

By railing to be an alternative, 
they have thrown us back to the 
darkest days of Labour rule, when 
we had all but despaired of change, 
except for the worse. By their mis- 
management, incompetence, un- 
couth public linen-washing and 
sheer impotence, the Likud govern- 
ment have shown us that there is in 
Fact no alternative. They have 
destroyed not their own chance to 
govern but our hope for improve- 
ment by change of government. 
Now we know that there is not even 
a choice berlwecn whips and scor- 
pions; it's only whips. We should 
have no illusions about it: the whip 
is all we can expect from Labour. 
We need only recall their last con- 
vention. 

When the voters of Israel vote 
aguiiisi the Likud in droves as they 
will do at the next elections, we 
shnll be punishing them for destroy- 
ing our faith in the system of 
rotating government. They have left 
us little to look forward to, and very 
little to look buck on. 

Thankfully, wc have the power to 
forget. Otherwise wc might not vote 
at all, rather than replace one 
failure by another. It is u sombre 
thought, as we send the Likud back 
to the oblivion they sprang from but 
three years ago. No thanks for (he 
memory. 


A^risisthatis different 


TEL AVIV. - Soon after the 
ratification of the Camp David 
ugreements, things started going 
wrong for the Likud government. It 
then found itself with less and less 
breathing space between crises. 

Each crisis also seemed more 
critical than the last. Yet the 
government continually surprised 
observers by surviving. This lime, 
however, it seemed different. 

But why is the crisis over the 
teachers so much worse than, say, 
that of the abortion question, which 
some months ago appeared to pul 
the government in an impossible 
situation? 

On the face of it, it would appear 
that a compromise on the teachers’ 
wages could be found between the 
finance and education ministers. 
But sources close to the prime 
minister say that "the problem is 
that a leading member of the 
cabinet simply does not want the 
government to continue." 

The “leading member of the 
cabinet" is undoubtedly Finance 
Minister Yigael Hurvitz. His three- 
member Rail faction has grown in- 
creasingly restless as the opinion 
polls make increasingly gloomy 
predictions about the Likuo in the 
next elections. 

The political mathematics 
become simple: the Likud would be 
drastically trimmed and there would 
be far fewer safe slots on Us list of 
candidates for the Tenth Knesset. 
As long as present coalition agree- 
ments are in effect, the Liberal 
Parly would be over-represented, 
and Rafi could not hope for more 
than a single seat. That would put 
Hurvitz in the next Knesset, but 
Rafi executive chairman Zalman 
Shoval and MK Yitzhak Peretz 
would most likely be squeezed out. 

Shoval therefore recently in- 
itiated a campaign for unifying the 
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Likud into a single political entity. 
Likud unification became a precon- 
dition for continued Rafi 
membership in the Likud. 

BuL there was never really any 
chance that the Rafi conditions 
would be met. The Liberals — 
second partner with Herut in 
the Likud — were not 
going to participate in under- 
mining their own privileged posi- 
tion. And although Herut would 
eagerly have trimmed the Liberals 
to their natural size. Begin would 
not have allowed what he deemed a 
betrayal of allies who had joined 
him in the difficult days of the mid- 
1960s. 

Raft continued to make its de- 
mands, but these were soon seen as 
a pretext for going its own way 
eventually as an independent ticket. 
It split from the Likud faction in the 
Histadrut labour federation and has 
launched a separate campaign for 
the Histadrut elections. Unofficial- 
ly, a headquarters had been set up 
to run an independent Knesset cam- 
paign as well. 

Polls predicted a bright future for 
Rafi, especially if former foreign 
minister Moshe Dayan were to head 
its list. But Dayan is typically still 
undeclared, and without his vote- 
getting potential it is not clear how 
Rafi might do. 

It was long felt in the coalition 
that Rafi was constantly on the 
look-out for an opportunity which 
could be used in the campaign to 
explain why the Hurvitz economic 


policy had failed to slow inflation. 

The battle over the defence 
budget had seemed promising as an 
excuse, since indications were thut 
Begin would not agree to the severe 
budget cuts Hurvitz was 
demanding. Hurvitz and Rafi were 
set to walk out over the issue. But 
Begin suddenly acceded to Hur- 
vuz demands. 

But what Begin could do as 
defence minister he could not do in 
the matter of the teachers' pay dis- 
pute. The education portfolio is in 
the hands of the National Religious 
Parly, which is no less an integral 
part of the coalition than Rafi is. 
Begin could not force the education 
minister to give in, and thus Hurvitz 
found another reason over which to 
make an issue. 

Although Hammer later toned 
down his position and seemed ready 
for a compromise, Hurvitz only 
went through the motions of seek- 
ing a solution at first. 

The feeble effort to save thp 
government by substituting the 
three-member Ahva faction for Rafi 
would not work. Coalition members, 
from all parlies opposed the move, 
and some even threatened to resign 
along with Hurvitz. 

The National Religious Party 
could also read the writing on the 
wall. It realized that Hurvitz' 
resignation would bring the govern- 
ment down. Therefore, it would 
make more electoral sense to ap- 
pear as if it also favoured early elec- 
tions — rather than seeming to be 
unwillingly pulled into them. 

Hence tho NRP made It clear that 
It would actually press for early 
elections in the event of a resigna- 
tion from the government. 

It is this dilemma Mr. Begin has 
been facing. 
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Haig promises to consult 
with Egypt and Israel 


By WOLF BLITZER 

Jerusalem Post Correspondent 
WASHINGTON. — Secretary or 
State-designate Alexander Haig, 
praising President Jimmy Carters 
role in achieving the Camp David 
peace accords, has pledged that the 
incoming Reagan administration 
will not try to expand the peace 
process without the “closest con- 
sultation" with Israel and Egypt. 

Twice during his Senate Foreign 
Relations Committee confirmation 
hearings last week, Haig voiced 
strong support, for the Comp David 
agreements. 

Haig said that the situation 
between Israel nnd its Arab 
neighbours today, as compared to 
1970. had greatly improved. He 
noted, nonetheless, that (here arc 
still “a number of countervailing 
signals on the horizon." 

Asked about prospects for 
broadening the peace process, Haig 
mentioned “the so-called Jordanian 
option,*' although he pointedly 
stopped short of actually endorsing 
it. 

Barring any unforeseen develop- 
ment, Haig’s confirmation is as- 
sured. 

The former NATO commander 
was quite critical of Libya. Haig 
said that Libya is "one of the most 
outrageous” countries in the world, 
and that it had ’‘spawned ter- 
rorism,” and “trained terrorists.' 1 

On another issue, Haig said con- 


tinued Soviet Jewish emigration was 
a matter of “high priority." 

Haig has asked three 
Jews with whom he has developed 
longstanding and dose relationships 
to work on his personal staff. 

Sherwood (Woody) Goldberg, a 
Philadelphia lawyer who workeafor 
Haig in Vietnam during the 1960s as 
a military officer, will be Haig's 
right-hand man as chief-of-staff in 
the secretary’s office. 

Another Philadelphia Jew 
brought to Washington to help dur- 
ing the transition is Dr. Harvey 
Siclierman of the Foreign Policy 
Rcseurch Institute in Philadelphia. 
Sicherman is a Middle East expert. 

Haig has also asked Dr. David 
Korn, chairman of the German and 
Russian department at Howard 
University, here in Washington, to 
serve ns his special assistant. Korn 
has been an active leader in the 
Washington Jewish community, 
having served as chairman of the 
Soviet Refugee Resettlement Com- 
mittee of the Jewish Social Service 
Agency of Greater Washington. 

Two other Jews have already 
been lapped for important posts at 
the State Department: 

Myer Rashish, u well-known and 
respected Washington economist, 
as under secretary for economic af- 
fairs and Paul Wolfowitz, a former 
Defence Department official, as 
director of the policy pluming staff. 


Charges on bodies rejected 


Jerusalem Post Staff 

The bodies of five terrorists killed 
in a clash with Israeli soldiers two 
weeks ago in South Lebanon were 
examined Friday by Israeli doctors, 
who concluded that they had not 
been mutilated or blown up. 

The Dutch contingent of UNIFIL. 
had earlier charged that the unit 
which killed the terrorists had 
burned the bodies and blown them 
up. 

After the medical examination, 
the bodies were shown to two Israeli 
reporters and a Dutch correspon- 
dent representing the foreign press. 

Three days after the encounter 
between the soldiers and the 
terrorists, representatives of the Is- 
rael Defence Forces, accompanied 
by a rabbi, returned to the area and 
removed the bodies for burial inside 
Israel. No local organization willing 
to bury the bodies in Southern 
Lebanon could be found. 

In a meeting on Thursday bet- 
ween O/C Northern Command Maj- 
Gen Avigdor Ben-Gal and UNIFIL 
commander Gen. Emmanuel 
Erskine, the latter agreed to a joint 


Mrs. Ruth Sternberg and children 
wish to thank: 


Zim friends, seamen friends, the Israel Sea Officers 
Union, the Rabbi b of Haifa and all others who have 
helped and stood by us in our deep sorrow and shock at 
the tragic death of our beloved husband and father 


CAPTAIN AMNON STERNBERG 






Belgium's Deputy Prime Minister Jose Desmarets and his wife place a 
wreath at the Yad Vashem Holocaust memorial last week. The couple 
have been on a one-week visit to Israel. Desmarets’s father was arrested 
by the Nazis during World War II for sheltering Jews in the family's 
home. (Scoop 80) 


Change at the Washington embassy 


examination of the bodies by the 
UN, the Red Cross and the IF He 
wns overruled, however, by UN 
headquarters, which argued that to 
attend the examination would com- 
promise the UN's neutrality. 

The Red Cross refused on the grounds 
that the matter should be set- 
tled between Israel and UNIFIL, an 
army spokesman said. The Dutch 
correspondent, Willy Wcrkman. 
who viewed the bodies, said: 

“The five bodies that were shown 
to me were complete — not burned, 
not exploded, not mutilated as has 
been staled in the UNIFIL com- 
munique.” 

The bodies were exhumed by the 
police Friday morning in anticipa- 
tion of the joint examination to 
which Erskine had agreed. When he 
informed Ben-Gal of the UN’s 
refusal to take part, the Israeli team 
went ahead. 

The exammation was carried out 
by Dr. Haim Lichtig, the head 
pathologist of Rambam Hospital in 
Haifa, and an army doctor. 

Dr. Lichtig said he was certain 
that there had been no mutilation of 
the bodies. 


Post Diplomatic Correspondent 

The key post of political coun- 
sellor at the Israel Embassy in 
Washington is to be filled by Robbie 
Sabcl, deputy legal adviser of ihc 
Fnreinn Ministry, the ministry ap- 
pointments committee decided last 
week. 

Sabel, 39, will take over this sum- 
mer from Eytan Benzur, who will be 
returning to Jerusalem after five 
years in the post. 

Sabel is British-born and 
educated. He has a master's degree 


in law from the Hebrew University 
and joined the Foreign Ministry 
legal department in 1972, after 
several years’ army service.. 

The appointments committee 
also decided that 34-yenr-old 
Elyakim Rubinstein will take over 
the ministry legal department when 
the present legal adviser. Prof. Ruth 
Lapidot, ends her two-year sncciul 
contract and returns to full-time 
academic work. Meanwhile. 
Rubinstein is going to Harvard Un- 
iversity for six months as n visiting 
Fellow. 


Restrictions on radicals extended 


Jerusalem Post Reporter 
NAZARETH. — The military 
authorities have extended for six 
months restriction orders against 
five members of radical Arab 
nationalist movements such as the 
Abma el Ballad (the Sons of the Vil- 
lage) and the National Progressive 
Movement. Similar orders against 
seven Rakah (New Communist) 


members have been cancelled. 

According to the orders, the five 
must stay nl their homes from dusk 
to dawn and must report journeys 
outside their permanent- residence. 

Six months ago the military 
authorities Imposed a dusk-to-duwn 
curfew against 16 Arabs. Since then, 
orders have been removed aguinsl 
II, most of them Rakah members. 


GAZA (him). — Three members of 
one family from Moshav Hibbat 
Zion, near Hudera, were injured 
when a hand grenade was thrown at 
their car passing through the Oaza 
Strip Saturday morning. Of the 
three, Asher Golan, the husband, 
was badly hurt. His wife, Zvia, and 
four-year-old daughter Limor, were 
lightly injured. 

After receiving first aid, they 
were all llown by helicopter to the 
Soroka Hospital in Beershebs. 

In Jerusalem, a bomb planted Fri- 
day in the courtyard of the 
Mahaneh Yehuda police station was 
taken unknowingly by a nine-year- 
old boy to his home on a nearby 
street, where it was eventually dis- 
mantled by a police sapper. 

The bomb, hidden in a plastic 
bag, went unnoticed by police and 
civil defence guards in the police 
station. 

The boy, Mordechai Malachi, 
took it home and began to play with 
it. When his father examined the 
parcel und suspected it was a bomb, 
he called the police. 

‘Israeli’ held in 
Cyprus bombing 

BEIRUT (AP). The Popular Front 
for the Liberation of Palestine last 
week denied u report from Kenyi 
that one of its members was respon- 
sible for the New Year's Eve bomb 
attack on a Jewish-owned hotel in 
Nuirobi which killed IS people and 
injured 85. 

The Kenyan government had is- 
sued a statement identifying the 

bomber as 34 -yenr-nlH QnH<tnr* 

Mohammed Abdel-Hamid, a 
Moroccan citizen and a member of 
the PFLP, 

The statement added that Abdel- 
Humid iefl the country for Saudi 
Arablu seven hours before the 
bomb exploded. There has been 
speculation in Nairobi that the 
bombing was an act of revenge by 
Palestinian terrorists for Kenyan 
help to Israel. 

Meanwhile, in Limassol, Cyprus 
a magistrate oil Saturday ex- 
tended the custody for eight days os 
Michel Antoine Pivin, who carries* 
Canndinn passport, pending the in- 
vestigation into the assassination at- 
tempt of Syriun publisher-writer 
Haui al- Hindi, who lost an arm 
when his cur exploded. 

Pivin, reportedly also known bj 
M oshc Buvli of Israel, was arrested 
al dawn Januury 3 for ‘‘suspiciously 
wandering" in a hired car near 
Hindi's house. 


World Jews give $12m. for Israel tennis centres 
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By JACK LEON 
Post Sports Reporter 
RAMAT HASHARON. — South 
African Jewry is raising 5750,000 
towards the cost of construction of 
the Israel Tennis Centre’s 
Jerusalem sub-centre, now being 
built in the capital’s Katamon Tet 
quarter. 

The money, which is being col- 
lected through the South African 
Israel United Appeal, will be half 
the total cost ofthe project, ITC ex- 
ecutive director Ian Froman told 
The Jerusalem Past on Friday. The 
rest of the money is being donated 
by supporters all over the world. 

The first || of the new centre’s 
projected 16 courts will be opened 
this June, together with the first 
stage of its educational building. 
The Jerusalem municipality is co- 


operating closely with the ITC on 
all aspects of the long-awaited 
Katamon facility. 

Froman concluded the agree- 
ment with South African Israel 
United Appeal chairman Mendel 
Kaplan and his committee during 
his recent visit there with five of the 
ITC’8 lop juniors and their coach 
Shlomo Zoref. 

The group gave a series of exhibi- 
tion matches in the Johannesburg 
and Cape Town areas. The exhibi- 
tions drew enthusiastic audiences 
and led to the lUA's decision to al- 
locate funds for the Jerusalem ten- 
nis centre and earmark it as a 
specific South African fund-raising 
project. . 

Under, this agreement, the IUA 
has also undertaken to raise a 
further $750,000 for a separate trust 
fund, the interest from wnich will go 


towards the ongoing maintenance 
of the facility, Froman said. 

Scheduled for opening in July* 
the ITC's 17-court sub-centre J. 
Ashkelon, being built with Rinds 
provided entirely by British JeW- 

The ITC, which inaugurated it 
16-court Ramat Hasharon ndiojtf) 
centre five years ago, in 
opened sub-centres in 
Kiryat Shmona, consisting^?**’ 
sent of 12 and 6 oqucu^P^^' 
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ConstniciiorHsTfowunder way 0° 

. similar facility at Kfar Savir 
Haifa, ■ 

Froman reported that supported 
in North America, Britain -■sno 
Western Europe have so hr*® 1 ’ 
trlbuted some $12 million to 
ITC, which to date has given in- 
struction at a nominal rate to 
boys and girls between the ages « 
eight and 13. 
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Egypt bars Post staff after 
report on power struggle 


Egypt last week banned all 
Jerusalem Post correspondents from 
entering the country after the paper 
had published a story about a 
power struggle in President Anwar 
Sadat’s government. However, 
following discussions in Cairo in- 
volving Egyptian Information 
Minister Mansour Hassan and 
Israeli ambassador Eliahu Ben- 
Elissar, it is expected that the ban 
will be lifted shortly. The Post has in 
the meantime continued to be dis- 
tributed in Egypt. 

The report that triggered the un- 
precedented Egyptian action was 
written by Anan Safadi, The Post's 
Middle East Affairs Editor. 

The Egyptian move was the first 
against Israeli journalists since they 
were allowed to work in this coun- 
try at the end of 1977, following 
Sadat’s visit to Jerusalem. It was 
also the first collective ban against 
the correspondents of a foreign 
newspaper that veteran Cairo ob- 
servers could recall. 

“A decision has been taken to 
ban the correspondent of the Israeli 
Jerusalem Post from entering Egypt 
because of the false claims and lies 
which he contributed to the 
newspaper," the Egyptian announ- 
cement said. (It was later expanded 
to include all Post newsmen.) 

Sufadi reported in his story that 
Sadat is "considering a major cabin- 
et reshuffle aimed at thwarting a 
power drive by Vice-President 
Hosni Mubarak." 

He also wrote that Mubarak "is 
engaged in a power struggle with 


Sadat’s closest associates, if not 
with Sadat himself." 

Speculation about an imminent 
cabinet shakeup has been rife in 
Egyptian political circles for the 
past two months. But it was recently 
denied by Deputy Premier Fuad 
Mohieddin. 

Information Minister Hassan said 
the doors of Egypt were wide open 
“for international correspondents 
and the free dissemination of news, 
pictures and film. 

“But the free flow of information 
should be counter-balanced by a 
sense of responsibility, Which en- 
tails a verification and double- 
checking of news ... so that it may 
not be exploted in campaigns aimed' 
at distorting facts about Egypt." 
Hassan said. 

Prime Minister Menahem Begin’s 
spokesman, Dan Paltir, said Inst 
week that Israel "cannot tolerate 
this kind of discrimination" ugflinsl 
an Israeli newspaper. He said it was 
perfectly legitimate for the Egyptian 
authorities to deny, rebut or refute a 
news report. 

But tnere was a vast difference 
between such a reaction and the 
decision to bar Post staffers from 
the country. 

Unofficially, Israeli sources 
recalled the many times when Egyp- 
tian newspupers had given Israel — 
the government and the people — 
much greater cause for offence by 
publishing scurrilous reports. “Only 
when they went ns far as to cite 
Hiller did we react," these sources 
said. 

I t.dltariil rummtnl. pngc 22. 



Former Prisoner of Zion Lev Roltbard Is presented with a pair of can- 
dlesticks by a Holon pupil after his arrival at Ben-Gurlon Airport from 
the Soviet Union last week. Report page 11 . tsimionski. Israel Sun) 


Spanish leader calls 

Jerusalem Post Staff 

. Spanish conservative leader 
Manuel Fraaa Iribarne said last 
week that he favoured full diplomatic 
relations between Spain and Israel 
for the good of both countries. 

In an interview on Israel Radio, 
Fraga drew a parallel between 
Palestinian warfare against Israel 
and Basque actions against Spain. 
He said that both countries were 
; fighting terrorists infiltrating from 

neighbouring countries, and both 
were getting no cooperation from 
their neighbours in fighting them. 

Fraga, who served as information 
I minister under Gen. Francisco 

.} Franco and is now the head of 


for closer ties 

Spain's fourth largest party, said 
that there had been "great objec- 
tions" to tics between Spain and 
Israel from Arab countries. But, he 
said, Spain should not let other 
countries “interfere in our foreign 
relations." 

Spain, which is to enter the Euro- 
pean Community, will be the only 
member nation that does not have 
diplomatic relations with Israel. 

- • l — 

Yadln leaves hospital 

Deputy Prime Minister Yigael 
Yadin, who received a back Injury 
when he fainted and Tell in a 
Jerusalem restaurant a fortnight 
ago, has left hospital. (Him) 


Begin meets 
British MPs 

By DAVID LANDAU 
Post Diplomatic Correspondent 
Prime Minister Menahem BcRin 
last week appealed to a visiting 
group of British Conservative 
parliamentarians to use their in- 
fluence to stop the European Mid- 
dle East initiative. Begin said he 
hoped that the autonomy negotia- 
tions would be resumed in late win- 
ter or early spring, and that he ex- 
pected to be invited to a meeting 
with President Reagan, either alone 
or together with President Sadat. 

"There are enough difficulties," 
Begin said. "We don't need ad- 
ditional obstacles." 

He recalled Israel’s "deep 
astonishment” at the European 
community's “Venice declaration" 
of lust June, which called for the 
Palestine Liberation Organization 
to be "associated with" the peace 
process. 

Most of the guests, members of 
the "Conservative Friends of 
Israel," seemed to agree with Begin 
when he criticized the British 
Foreign Office for having sent its of- 
ficials to meet with Yusser Arafat in 
Beirut recently. 

It was “sacrilegious." said Begin, 
to compare the PLO to the pre-state 
Jewish liberation organizations. The 
latter hud tried to avoid civilian 
casualties, while the PLO "boasts at 
the killing of women and children." 

The guests gave Begin a letter 
front British Premier Margaret 
Thatcher, in which she said that she 
took "pride in the fact that I was 
among the founder-members of the 
conservative Iricnds of Israel." She 
assured Begin that "the integrity 
and security of Israel arc uf 
paramount importance to the 
British Government," 

Left-wing clerics 
condemn Israel 

By LEON HADAR 
Jerusalem Post Correspondent 
NEW YORK . — The "Search for 
Justice und Equality in Palestine," a 
Massachusetts-based group com- 
posed of a few prominent clerics, is- 
sued a statement last week which 
criticized Israel for what it termed 
"incidents of injustice towards the 
Palestinian Arabs." 

The group claimed that 400 
clerics and religious figures had ; 
signed the statement, which was, 
delivered to President-elect Ronald 
Reagan and the Israel Embassy in 
Washington. The document calls 
for talks between the PLO and both 
Israel and the U.S. 

"U.S.-PLO talks will allow 
Washington to better understand 
the Palestinian aspirations and will 
enable the U.S. to act as a genuine 
mediator," the statement read. 

Among the signers were several 
Jesuits including the Rev. Daniel 
Berrigan; Philip Berrigan; six 
United Methodist bishops including 
Bishop James Mathews of 
Washington; the Rev. Jesse 
Jackson; Antiochian Orthodox 
Metropolitan Philip Saliba; and 
William Wipfler, director of the of- 
fice of human rights for the 
National Council of Churches. 

The group accused Israel of com- 
mitting acts of torture, unlawful ar- 
rest and detention, destruction of 
properly and collective punishment 
and called on the U.S. administra- 
tion to reduce aid to Israel “unlit 
she recognizes the human rights of 
the Palestinian people." The state- 
ment does not mention any terrorist 
.activity by the PLO. . 

Most of those who signed the 
statement have a history of past 
pro-PLO and anti-Israel views. 


ISRAEL 
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THE MOST IMPORTANT SUMMER 
OF YOUR LIFE 
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United Synagogue 

Applications are invited for the challenging, newly created 

position of 

Director of Youth and Community Activities 

• This is an exciting opportunity to help establish a new department within 
the United Synagogue. The appointee will have io be h highly motivated in- 
dividual. He or she must be suitably qualified and experienced in youth 
work, and capable of initiating, developing and administering support 
programmes lor activities within the United Synagogue family ot seventy- 
five communities. 

• Considerable field work is to be anticipated. 

•. Salary will be commensurate with the task concerned, and will be arranged 
by negotiation. 

• Application (confidential), together wilh detailed curriculum vitae, must be 
submitted by Fobraary 27. 1981. to Mr. Nathan Rubin, FCIS, Secretary, 
United Synagogue, Woburn House (3rd floor), Upper Woburn Place, London 
WC1, England. 


Passed away suddenly in Montreal. 

Nov. 8, 1080 -— 24 Heshvan B741 

GREGORY (ZVI) JAVITCH 

formerly of Tel Aviv 

leaving Mb beloved wife, Lucie; his two sons, Ronald and 
Daniel of Montreal and New York, respectively; two 
grandchildren In New York City, and the family of his late 
brother Sioma. Also family in the USSR and relatives in 
Israel. 

Yehi Zichro Baruch 
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HOME NEWS 


Tel Aviv plan to revive 

By MICHAL YUDELMAN ticipale in the costs of rehabilitating 

Jerusalem Post Reporter homes. 


TEL AVIV. — A new plan to 
revitalize the ageing centre of Tel 
Aviv and to attract young people to 
live there will soon be presented to 
the municipal executive by Mayor 
Shlomo Lahai. municipality sources 
said lust week. 

The plan deals with the area in 
the triangle formed by Rehov Allen* 
bj. Sderot Ben-Zion. Rehov Mar* 
morek. Rehov Bograshov and 
Rehov Yehuda Halevy. The 
buildings there ore dilapidated, the 
streets and gardens are neglected and 
the population is sparse and aged. 

The area, whose small streets and 
buildings are distinguished by their 
unusual architecture, also includes 
many public buildings, schools and 
clubs which are closed due to the 
small number of residents there. 

According to the plan spiall 
streets in the area will be closed to 
traffic. Certain streets will be 
turned into pedestrian malls and 
squares. The addition of rooms to 
existing flats and building on the 
roof will be allowed. The 
municipality will generally par* 


Public buildings in the area will 
be rehabilitated and opened for ac- 
tivities and the parks, including Gan 
Meir, Sderot Rothschild ana Gan 
Strauss will be transformed into 
blooming gardens. 

Lahat intends to set up a special 
office in the city’s engineering ad- 
ministration this month, to take 
charge of all the stages of the plan. 

Architect Adam Mazor, who for- 
mulated the revitalization plan 
together with the engineering ad- 
mi nstration, will present a detailed 
plan for the city's centre within six 
months; it was learned. 

The plan’s implementation will be 
based on the full participation of 
land and property owners in the 
area. This will provide fora minimal 
investment on the municipality's 
part. 

In other city news. Tel Avivians 
have been warned that drivers of 
air-polluting vehicles, including 
buses, and people causing excessive 
noise will be fined IS 1,000 as part of 
a municipal drive to improve the 
environment here. 


old centre 

This was announced last week by. 
Yitzhak Caspi, municipal executive 
member and head of the section for 
construction, infrastructure and 
ecology. 

Caspi said that the municipality 
has obtained the approval of the 
Interior Ministry for two draft by- 
laws to reduce noise and air pollu- 
tion in the city, 

Existing laws against environmen- 
tal nuisances are ineffective and dif- 
ficult to enforce, Caspi explained. 

The municipality is also 
demanding that air-polluting buses 
be banned from entering the city. 
Caspi said that 900 out of the 1,300 
buses which the Dan cooperative 
operates in Tel Aviv are old and air- 
polluting and should be replaced. 

The municipality is also for- 
mulating rules tor the prevention of 
pollution in industrial plants using 
poisonous materials, such as the 
lead-smelting plant in Hadar Yosef, 
Caspi said. 

From now on, no licences will be 
given restaurants using charcoal 
which do not have special equip- 
ment to neutralize smells and 
smoke, Caspi said. 



Lady Edith Wolfson, 74, 
leading philanthropist 

Lady Edith Wolfson, nfee 
Specterman, wife of Sir Isaac 
Wolfson, the prominent British 
Jewish philanthropist and com- 
munal leader, died in Rehovot 
last week after a prolonged illness. 

She was 74. The body was flown to 
England and the funeral look place 
in London on Friday. 

Lady Wolfson was born and 
educated in England, where she 
married Sir Isaac in 1926. She was 
very well-known here for her 
benevolence, keen interest in peo- 
ple and devotion to tradition. 

The Edith and Isaac Wolfson 
Trust provided funds for building 
the Supreme Rabbinical Centre in 
Jerusalem (Hechal Shlomo, named 
for his father), for over 50 syn- 
agogues all over the country and 
Kiryat Wolfson housing projects, in- 
cluding schools and kindergartens, 
for new immigrants in Jerusalem 
and Acre. 

The 620-bed Edith Wolfson 
hospital at Tel Giborim was 
dedicated in 1973, and there were 
numerous projects built in her 
name, including one of the halls in 
the new huge synagogue now being 
erected in Jerusalem, next to 
Hechal Shlomo. 

Lady Wolfson was president of 


ban a new television series on 
Zionism entitled "Pillar of Fire.” 

The movement's attorney, 
Shimon Shilril, claimed in court 
that the series will harm Oriental 
Jews because it does not give a fair 
representation of their contribution 
to Zionism. 

But Justice Mcir Shamgar said 
the court could not act as a film 
censor. He suggested a com- 
promise, with the movement 
guaranteed a hearing after the series 
ends. Both sides rejected his sugges- 
tion. 


Yehuda Rabin, 63 

BEN-GURION AIRPORT. - 
Yehuda Rabin, head of the Israel 
Aircraft Industries mission in New 
York and one of the founding 
fathers of the Israel Air Force, died 
last week in New York. He was 61 

Rabin was brought to Palestine 
from Russia in 1921. After many 
years or service in the technical 
brunch of the air force, he held a 
series of posts in civil aviation, and 
• in 1978 took up his New York.poa- 
lion. 


Arthur Assenheim, 
tennis pioneer 

Arthur Assenheim, who died in 
Haifa the week before last at the 
age of 96, has been described as a 
legendary figure in Israeli tennis cir- 
cles by Avram Feiger, honorary 
president of-. the Israel Tennis 
Association. 

After immigrating to Palestine 
from his native Berlin in 1935, As- 
senheim devoted his life to the 
development of tennis in this 
country. He and his wife played ten- 
nis daily at the Carmel Country 
Club, which he founded in addition 
to the Nahariya club. He continued 
as an active player up to the age of 

Assenheim was a co-founder of 
the Israel Tennis Association in 
1946, and was chairman und then 
honorary president of the 1TA, 
holding the latter position until his 
death. 

Assenheim represented the ITA 
in the International Tennis Federa- 
tion for many years and was u 
respected figure on the world tennis 



Lady Edith Wolfson 

the British section of Youth Aliya 
and of Mizrahi Women. She is sur- 
vived by Sir Isaac Wolfson, her son 
Sir Leonard and Lady Ruth 
Wolfson, her grandchildren and 
great-grandchildren. A.2. 


Petition fails to ban 
TV film on Zionism 

The High Court of Justice last 
week rejected a petition by the 
Zionism and Equality movement to 


New incidents heat up Jerusalem hotel kashrut battle 


By ARYEH WOLMAN 

An Orthodox family from New York cancel- 
led an IS22.000 bar mitzvah reception for their 
son at Jerusalem’s Ram Hotel in late December 
two days before it was due to be held, after the 
hotel rejected a list of last-minute conditions 
front Jerusalem's chief rabbinate for receiving a 
kashrut certificate. 

That same week, a ban was issued by 
Jerusalem Ashkenazi Chief Rabbi Bezalel Zolti 
on Christmas and New Year's Eve parlies at the 
capital's k ash rut-approved hotels. 

The two episodes have again raised 
temperatures in the three-year-old battle 
between Rabbi Zolti and Jerusalem hoteliers 
over the granting of kashrut certificates. Ram 
Hotel munager Avi Cassuto, who is chairman of 
the Jerusalem Hotel Association, will meet this 
week with representatives of the Govern- 
ment Tourism Administration and the 
municipality to discuss the problem. He is to 
report afterwards lo a meeting of the associa- 
tion, which was called to decide what steps to 
take. The possibifity that the hotels will es- 
tablish their own kashrut supervisory board has 
been mentioned. 

Only 10 of the 25 hotels in West Jerusalem 
nave kashrut certificates, as against more than 
20 in the years when Ashkenazi Chief Rabbi 


Shlomo Goren issued the certificates. 

In April 1978, Goren gave up hotel kashrut 
supervision to the Jerusalem rabbinate after a 
struggle in which the two sides published rival 
lists of approved hotels in newspapers. 

Under zolti's leadership, the Jerusalem rab- 
binate broadened its hotel kashrut require- 
ment to include the employment of non-Jews 
on the Sabbath, the provision of a Sabbath 
elevator, and the banning of non-kosher im- 
ported wines from the restaurant menus. 

Jl 1 * ^ aza ; King David, Hilton, and Ramada 
Shalom hotels fell into line after protracted dis- 
putes. But negotiations with the three-star Ram 
Hotel were still in process when the family of a 
Sephardi rabbi from Brooklyn, New York, ar- 
rived a few days before their son's bar mitzvah 
on December 22. They had been told that the 
hotel would obtain a kashrut certificate before 
the bar mitzvah celebration. 

The family appealed to the Jerusalem rab- 
binate, which sent an urgent letter to Ram’s 
manager, Cassuto, saying that a certificate 
would be granted immediately if he agreed lo 
implement a list of proposals over the coming 
weeks. But Cassuto refused, and broke off 
negotiations. 

.‘‘Ehhcrwe are kosher or we aren’t," he said. 

we couldn t possibly have implemented all 


their conditions so quickly.” 

A spokesman for the Jerusalem rabbini 
said; "The boy’s mother came to us in tears, 
wc did everything we could to save the sin 
tion. But if the Ram Hotel doesn't want t 
kashrut certificate, they are free to do as tl 
please." 

On Christmas and New Year’s Eve, wli 
hotels elsewhere in Israel threw extravagi 
parties, the main Jerusalem hotels closed in 
entertainment facilities for the evening, forci 
guests to celebrate in other parts of the town 
few .approved hotels held ‘‘unofficial, privat 
parties for their guests. 

"We don’t know what to tell our guests wh 
tney.come and complain that we have r 
provided any entertainment for them," said t 
public relations officer of one four-star hot' 
He added that Jerusalem has a spec 
responsibility to impose higher standards 
kashrut than the rest of the country, as a mu 
higher proportion of the tourists coming to I 
capital are Orthodox. 

The spokesman also claimed that wh 
hotels here held New Year’s Eve parties, 70 t 
«2L* l . he merry-makers were Israeli Jews 
i ne hotels complain because they earn 
advertise to attract Israelis, not because of th 
non- Jewish guests,” he argued. 
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Dad thanks donors 
for son’s surgery 

YAHUD (him). — A grateful local 
policeman held a party here ltfi 
week to honour the people who 
made it possible for his five-year-old 
son to undergo delicate surgery id 
E ngland. Yosef Almoggave out cer- 
tificates of recognition to con- 
tributors who raised over £5,000 for 
corrective surgery on the young 
boy’s lower digestive tract. 

The Almog child from the age of • . : 
two days began a long series of cor- 
rective operations in various Israeli 
Hospitals. When doctors deterpinca ; 
that further speciaJ^-atrt'gery * n 
London yf&s -nectary, the Almog 
family" was faced with the problem 
of raising the "required £3,000. 

The combined efforts of 
policemen, the Savyon Rotary club.’ ■ 
and others brought over £ 5 , 000 . 

This generosity was matched by ® 
London family, which housed tne 
Almogs during the period of the 
successful operation. 
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Bonds sales in 1980 biggest 
since Yom Kippur War 


Special to the Jerusalem Post 

NEW YORK. - In 1980 the Israel 
Bond Organization produced 
record cash receipts amounting to 
$421,961,000, the largest sum 
realized in any year, with the excep- 
tion of 1973, the jrear'of the Yom 
Kippur War. This was announced 
here by Sam Rothberg, general 
chairman, who said these proceeds 
brought to $5.1 billion the total 
funds channelled into Israel’s 
development budget by the Israel 
Bond Organization since its- 
Founding 30 years ago. 

The past year's results 
represented an increase of $27 ,4m. 
over the 1979 sales figure of 
$394. 5m. Israel Bonds, which ore a 
major instrument in promoting 
Israel’s industrial and agricultural 

P rogress, are sold in the United 
tales, Canada, Western Europe 
and other parts of the free world. 


IP*/- 


m ¥ 

U fJii 


Sam Rothberg 


"Despite high interest rates and 
unfavourable economic conditions 
in the U.S. and other countries 
where Israel Bonds are sold," Mr. 
Rothberg pointed out, "friends of 
Israel continued to express their 
support by purchasing substantial 
amounts of 4 per cent bonds and 
other instruments. 

“In addition to the purchases by 
Jews, there was an increase in the 
participation of the non-Jewish 
community. Purchases by banks, 
employee benefit funds, labour un- 
ions, insurance companies, and 
other institutions demonstrated 
their confidence in Israel's 
economic future and the impor- 
tance which they attach to reinforc- 
ing the economic foundations of 
Israel as a stronghold of democracy 
in the Middle bast.’’' 

Rothberg cited a national Israel 
Bond dinner on December 2, 1980, 
at which President Carter joined in 
honouring AFL-CIO President 
Lane Kirkland as an example of 
American Labour's significant par- 
ticipation in Israel's economic 
growth. 

Pointing out that the Israel 
cabinet recently adopted an 
austerity budget, Rothberg said: 
"The Israel Bond programme must 
be expanded in 1981 to exceed the 
$5l5m. -total achieved in the year of 
the Yom Kippur War. A substantia) 
increase is urgently needed to help 
soften the blow of the austerity 
measures Israel has taken to combat 
inflution and increase production 
for export in order to further reduce 
the balance of payments deficit." 

He added that the organization 
"is deeply indebted to the Jewish 
community leaders whose devoted 
efforts were of decisive importance 
in our l‘>80 campaign." 


University graduates wooed 
for police foot-patrol unit 


By JEFFREY HELLER r 

Jerusalem Post Reporter s 

TEL AVIV. — If recruitment efforts t 
prove successful, policemen with 
university degrees will soon be r 
walking local beats. f 

Police representatives last week j 
attempted to persuade 150 third- r 
year students at Tel Aviv University [ 
to join the newly formed foot-patrol c 
unit. Ten Bar-Ilan students have 
already enlisted. v 

"A policeman has to be a mixture i 
of diplomat, economist, traffic c 
engineer and psychologist,” Eitan > 
Meir of the Police Recruitment j 
Bureau told the students. "A stu- s 
dent comes closest to meeting this 
definition." 

Meir and his colleagues describe I 
the importance the force attaches to s 
the concept of the "permanent beat < 
patrolman." i 

From an investigative point of i 
view, they said a permanently based 
beat patrolman can provide details 
on the goings-on in “his” i 
neighbourhood. Suspicious-looking c 
characters will be easily spotted, 
and community relations will be < 
enhanced by the direct daily in- 5 
teraction between residents and l 
"their” policeman, the officers said. 

The beat patrolman will become 1 
a familiar and hiahly-vislble address l 
to which the citizen can turn when j 
in need of assistance. And for his 
part, the polifccman will be able to i 
glean information about crimes or 1 
possible crimes that might have 
gone unnoticed, they said. s 

A third-year student enlisting < 
now will undergo 12 days' basic ] 
training, a trial period at the Y arkon t 
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regional headquarters, and a 
sergeant's course that will grant him 
the rank of samal-rishon. 

Though police would prefer the 
recruits to assume active duty on a 
full-time basis upon graduation in 
June, special arrangements could be 
made to accommodate those who 
have a study schedule to keep, the 
officers said. 

Monthly wages will be in the 
vicinity of IS4.000 gross. "Taking 
into consideration what we will be 
demanding from you and what you 
will yourselves be putting into the 
job, the salary is low,” the officers 
said. 

Yoram Bar reports : 

Hundreds of policemen and 
border police will soon patrol the 
streets in a massive new effort to 
deter crime and hooliganism, ac- 
cording to the first order by the new 
inspector-general, Rav-Nitzav Arye 
Ivtzan. 

Ivtzan’s instruction is intended to 
increase public safety and police 
confidence. 

The Tirosh plan, initiated by the 
dismissed inspector-general, Herzl 
Shafir, calls for. the introduction of 
beat policemen. 

According to reports from 
Nairobi, the suspected bomber 
turned down the original room of- 
fered him and asked for room 
seven, over the dining-room. Before 
checking out he spent most of his 
time in his room. 

Border patrol units will patrol 
shopping, tourist and entertainment 
centres, and trainee policemen from 
police schools will join experienced 
units in street patrols, (UPI, Reuter) 


When Moroccan immigrants 
arrived in Israel in 1949... 



...they never dreamed that one of their sons would 
be banquet manager of the Jerusalem Hilton in1980 



Meet Jacques Benalm, banquet manager at the 
Jarusalam Hilton. Ha's one of tne people 
helping to make your Israel dream come true. 
Jacques' outstanding reputation in banqueting 
Is second to none. He end his professional staff 
can efficiently arrange anything from breakfast 
and board meetings, in the Intimate yet 
businesslike atmosphere of the Masada, Eln 


Gad I and Jericho Rooms, to large-scale trade 
shows and conventions for up to 900 in the 
Grand Ballroom. Jacques adds his personal 
touch to create memorable waddings and Bar 
Mltavahs, is wall as special theme parties, from 
a Bedouin evening to a Kibbutz happening. 
Every event al the Jerusalem Hilton always has 
that personal touch. 


ijl jerusalem hilton 

/kenwuvt touc6. 
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The controversy sparked by the dismissal of 
Herzl Shaflr as Inspector-general of Israel 
police by Interior Minister Yosef Burg con- 
tinued to stir the Israeli public last week. 
Charges and countercharges flew between the 
two men over the so-called Afarsek (peach ) File, 
purportedly containing data of misdeeds by In- 


terior Ministry officials. In Tel- Aviv, an 
organization led by former military officers was 
established to back Shaflr. 

At about the same time, Minister Burg — in 
Jerusalem — pinned the Insignia of police 
Inspector-general on the uniform epaulets of 
southern district commander Arye Ivtzan. 


First at the cabinet and later at the Knesset, 
(Burg argued that the real issue in the dismissal 
wiu the preservation of civilian control over 
police activities. He accused him of Insubordina- 
tion. “Shaflr caused his own downfall," 
declared Ya'acov Markovitz, the Interior 
Mlnistry*s liaison official with Israel Police. 


“I believe Shaflr,” said MaJ.-Gen. (res). Haim 
Laskov, the Israeli army ombudsman, concern 
nine the ousted police chief’s claim — 
denled by Burg — that he had been asked by the 
minister to postpone until after the elections u 
Investigation of alleged. Irregularities by Interim 
Ministry staff members. 


Attorney-General Yitzhak Zamir 
last week received the Afarsek 

n flle — the material gathered 
ce in their investigation of 
alleged illegal transfer of funds from 
the Interior Ministry to local 
authorities. 

Zamir will decide how to deal 
with the file within the next few 
days, the source said. 

The week before last, Herzl 
Shafir, at one lime a candidate for 
the post of IDF Chief of Staff, was 
summarily dismissed from the post 
of Inspector-General of Israel 
Police. 

Interior Minister Yosef Burg 
claimed he had fired Shafir because 
of his high-handed attitude towards 
fellow police officers and disregard 
for civil authority over the police. 

Shafir says the Afarsek file con- 
tains raw intelligence material con- 
cerning illegal funds transferred 
from the Interior Ministry to the Or 
Akiva, Tiberias and Yavnc local 
councils. The file also includes 
material relating to suspected illegal 
fund transfers to the Lamifnc fac- 
tion of the National Religious Party, 
headed by Interior Minister Yosef 
Burg, Shafir said. 

Burg met Shafir three times to 
discuss the Afarsek file, and ac- 
cording to Shafir, Burg ordered him 
to drop the matter until after 
tlie coming elections to prevent the 
possible damage that leaks could 
cause to any party in un election 
year. 

Shaflr lost week appeared before 
the Knesset Interior Committee and 
reiterated that the Afarsek file con- 
tains intelligence material including 
allegation's against interior Ministry 
officials'. None of these officials are 
senior, he said. 


Row over police firing goes on 


THE PROBLEM with political af- 
frays like (he Shafir Affair is that the 
concerned public is inexorably, but 
often unfairly, pushed into taking 
sides: if one is against Dr. Yosef 
Burg, the implied argument goes, 
one should be for Herzl Shafir. And 
vice versa. 

Burg’s major achievement at the 
Interior Ministry was his selection 
of a good director-general. Haim 
Kubersky. It is Kubersky who runs 
its day-to-day affairs, while his well- 
travelled minister is away. 

But the degree to which the 
ministry has failed to apply itself to 
improving focal government — the 
weakest link in Israel's political 
system — - is also a reflection of the 
total lack of substantive interest 
that has characterized the National 
Religious Party’s long-time 
stewardship over that office, both 
under Burg and his late predeces- 
sor, Moshe Haim Shapiro. 

To entrust the Police Ministry to 
Burg was an act of political 
cynicism. The decision arose from 
an initially admirable but naive in- 
tent, in the early days of the Likud 
government, to make at least a stab 
at carrying out election promises to 
streamline government at the 
cabinet level. 

Police ministers had been redun- 
dant under Labour rule, with 
itispectors-gencral owing their 
primary fealty to the men around 
the prime minister who were 
responsible for their appointment. 

IT MADE SENSE to abolish the 
Police Ministry. It would have made 
sense to give political responsibility 
for the police to the Justice 
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Shafir urged that a parliamen- 
tary or an independent committee 
of inquiry headed by a judge, should 
be appointed to examine the series 
or events which led to his dismissal. 

He claimed that Burg's order to 
slop the Afarsek investigation, un- 
der pretext of this being an election 
year, was illegal. 

Most committee members 
strongly criticized Shafir for not tur- 
ning initially to Altorney-Oeneral 
Yitzhak Zamir and telling him about 
the Afarsek file. 

Jacques Amir (Labour- 
Alignment) said in the committee 
meeting that the formation of an 
organization of ex-army officers in 
support of Shafir (sec below) is “a 
danger to democracy," and remin- 
ded him of the officers in Algeria 
who tried to topple de Gaulle. 
Other committee members also 
criticized the officers' organized 
support of Shaflr. 

Two leading Alignment MKs 
called on Shafir last week to put a 
slop to (he movement of senior 
reserve officers and others to fight 
his cause. "This raises fears for the 
welfare of our democracy," Chaika 
Grossman (Mapam) cabled the 
ousted police chief, “and therefore 
does your cause only harm." 

Danny Rosolio (Labour) called 
on Shufir not to support this move- 
ment "if democracy in Israel is dear 
to you. Such activities, where 
reserve officers exploit the aura of 
their public status, could endanger 
the foundations of our democracy," 


Rosolio warned. 

In a TV interview last week, the 
Israel Defence Forces ombudsman, 
Maj.-Gen. Haim Laskov, revealed 
he was the “public figure" whom 
Shafir entrusted with a memoran- 
dum of meetings with Burg over the 
"Afarsek" file. 

Laskov said he was convinced of 
the truth- of Shafir’s version of the 
conversations. 

"Shafir has never lied to me. I 
know he gave an accurate ac- 
count,” he said, and added that 
throughout their 30 years' acquain- 
tance he has neven seen Shafir so 
upset. 

He was referring to Burg's allega- 
tions that Shafir lied when he 
claimed that Burg had instructed 
him to postpone an investigation 
into irregularities in the Interior 
Ministry. 


Dry Bones 
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Laskov said Shafir told him of 
two meetings with Burg, on 
December 3 and December 16. At 
the first meeting Burg asked to hear 
about police suspicions against the 
ministry. Shafir gave him only a 
general outline, and Burg asked him 
to postpone the investigation until 
after the elections. 

According to Laskov, Shafir said 
he was willing to wait but there was 
no way of preventing leaks and of 
keeping the information secret. 

At the second meeting, Laskov 
continued, Burg demanded to be 
given the material, and suggested 
that he himself use it to remedy the 
complaints against the ministry. 
Burg also said that he was making 
the request in the name of all the 
political parties. 

Asked whether in giving him the 
report, Shafir might not have been 
providing himself with "insurance" 
against possible action by Burg, 
Laskov said: "I don’t think this was 
the motive. I think Shafir hoped un- 
til the end that things would work 
out." 

Asked whut he thought of Burg's 
version of the events he said: "I uin 
shocked. We are supposed to be in- 
volved in the Zionist vision of set- 
ting up a new Jewish society, 
creating a new Jewish person... We 
have filled graveyards for this vi- 
sion. There are deep moral ques- 
tions here that make me understand 
more and more the kind nf baffle- 
ment and unhappiness Herzl has 
been undergoing." 


Burg told Israel Radio that 
Laskov had nothing to do with the 
affair. He said Laskov’s friendship 
with Shafir's did not qualify him to 
vouch for Shafir's honesty not for 
the veracity of Shafir’s account. He 
said he objected to army generali 
setting themselves up as judges. 

At the Sheraton Hotel in Tel 
Aviv, journalists were not permitted 
to attend a meeting to launch the 
Citizens’ Organization in Support of 
Herzl Shafir. 

The meeting whs called by a 
group of reserve army generals and 
high-ranking retired police officers. 
Among its members were Majors- 
General (res.) Avraham Adan, 
Yesha’yahii Gavish, and Benny 
Peled. 

Speaking on Israel Television last 
week, Adan said the group* demands 
that the “motives for Snafir’s dis- 
missal be investigated by an official 
authority." He said the committee 
listed as its members university 
professors, lawyers, kibbutzniks, 
and comrades-in-arms who "have 
known Herzl and his work for 
decades and are now witness to a 
campaign to smear his character.” 
Adan spoke of a “nationwide move- 
ment" on the Shafir issue. 

Taking over last week as head of 
Israel Police, Inspector-General 
Arye Ivtzan served notice that his 
first task would be to calm down the 

f jolice force following the dramatic 
iring of his predecessor. 

He also assured newsmen that he 
would proceed with the "Tirosh” 
plan for reorganization of the force 
begun under Shafir. 

(Compiled from reports by Yora/n 
Bar, JeJJrey Heller and Asher 
Wallfish. ) 


No job for political innocents 

The lesson to be learned from Herzl Shafir’s fall is that men of his 
resolve and ability must also school themselves in the rules of 
political survival, writes YOSEF GOELL. 


Ministry, which is primarily respon- 
sible for the functioning of the legal 
system and for the over-all fight 
against crime. 

Nonetheless, placing the police 
under the Interior Ministry would 
have been a tolerable alternative ar- 
rangement had the ministry had a 
functioning and dynamic minister, 
or at least a deputy minister with 
political clout who could have been 
placed directly in charge of the 
police function. _ 

Burg was not such a minister. 
And a deputy minister (the law re- 
quires that he be a Knesset 
member) would have proved too 
destabilizing to the precariously 
maintained internal balance of the 
NRP Knesset faction. 

Appointing a military man like 
Herzl Shafir, a political innocent 
with the abilities and abrasive ego of 
a would-be chief-of-staff, to serve 
under such a ministry was a risky 
exercise. 

Shafir was appointed in the ex- 
pectation that a man of his calibre 
would prove to be a feather in the 
cap of the Likud government in a 
period that seemed to be calling For 
a more determined attempt than 
before to establish a serious police 
force to combat crime. 

Burg would have been happier 


with an in-house choice like Arye 
Ivtzan, whom he has now ap- 
pointed. But he was persuaded to 
Ministry, which is primarily respon- 
take Shafir, in the hope that the 
hard-nosed army man would prove 
a reasonably adept pupil in shaping 
up to the realities of civilian politics. 

Shafir had to go because he 
proved inept at that task. He 
deserves high marks for bringing a 
fresh wind to the moribund police 
force. The toes he trod on in the 
process fully deserved to be 
crushed. The old-time officers 
whom he offended should be seen in 
the context of the new spirit he suc- 
ceeded in instilling in the ranks and 
among the younger officers who 
hold out the prospect of a better 
police force if they stay on after 
their mentor’s forced departure. 

SHAFIR’S RELATIONSHIP with 
the Interior Ministry's special 
police section was demeaning 
and problematic from the outset. 
But Shafir did not have the political 
savvy to manipulate that 
relationship to his own and his 
force’s advantage. 

Conducting the police investiga- 
tion of such an NRP stronghold as 
the Religious Affairs Ministry 


which has now culminated in the fil- 
ing of charges ngainst Aharon 
Abuhatzeira, while serving-under an 
NRP minister, demanded quite a bit 
of political tact. 

Shafir was helped by ah initially 
judicious leaking of the news of the 
investigation lo the media and by 
the fact that Burg would not have 
been overly displeased by the toppl- 
ing of Abuhatzeira. 

But Shafir seemed to rely on the 
support of Prime Minister Begin in 
any eventual show-down. He failed 
to read the political history of the 
Begin premiership, which would 
have shown him that such support 
would not be forthcoming. 

Shafir could have attempted to 
get the support of an enraged public 
mobilized by a press, radio and 
television which would have cham- 
pioned him against the cynical, self- 
serving politicians. But Shafir’s 
worst "sin" was to undermine this 
potential media -and public support 
by his high-handed disregard of the 
r u ?s of self-restraint that ail 
policemen must exercise and be 
seen to be exercising in democratic 
systems. 

THE CUMULATIVE effect of 
Shafir’s mistakes — the un- 
authorized police entry into the Bar 


Bnkur slaughterhouse in the in- 
vestigation of u murder; his clumsy 
efforts to explain away the Htlcmpt 
at surreptitious surveillance of a 
meeting between police reporters 
and the heud of the ministry's police 
section; and his admission of 
responsibility for a conscious cam- 
paign of police disinformation in the 
Abuhatzeira case — set him up for 
the axe by Burg. 

If the Shnfir-Burg story were a 
morality tide, Shafir would clearly 
have been cast in the white hat 
riding the white horse us the "good 
guy." He was a fluwed and overly- 
innocent good guy, however, and 
contrary to the usual scenarios, 
such guys usually end up dead. 

As a highly- regarded army man 
Shafir should have known better 
than most that a sense of timing and 
a correct assessment of one’s own 
and of the enemies' forces are the 
essentials of good generalship. He 
was wrong on all counts and he paid 
the price for exposing his flanks 
while serving under a political 
superior who felt increasingly 
threatened by his initiatives, and a 
premier whose primary — one 
Alight say only — concern ( has been 
his government’s survival. 

The likes of Herzl Shafir don't 
come along every day. And there 
lies the tragedy. Many areas ofjifc 
in Israel could benefiL-Ji'OTfi the 
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, spirited resolve and Innate abillt) 

; exemplified by. his kind. The lessor 
to be learned from Shafir’s fall ii 
that men of such resolve and abilit) 
■ must also school themselves in the 
rules of political survival befort 
joining the fight for a better Israel 
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Year in prison for ‘conscience’ soldier 


Gad Elgazi, the soldier who has 
consistently refused to serve in the 
territories taken during the Six-Day 
War, was sentenced to a y^r’s 
imprisonment by a military court 
last week. 

The court made it clear that while 
it accepted the sincerity of Elgazi's 
beliefs and had the greatest sym- 
pathy for the young soldier, it had 
no choice but to hand down a 
sentence that would deter others 
whose motives might not be so pure. 

“The court cannot condone the 
refusal of an IDF soldier to carry 
out a legitimate order, for fear of 
the effect this would have on 
htilitary discipline," the president of 
the court said. 

Elgazi was described by witnesses 
as a conscientious and well-liked 
soldier in a lank repair unit. He had 
made known his objection to serv- 
ing in the administered territories 
while still at high school, in a letter 
to the then Defence Minister, Ezer 
Weizman. 

After his conscription, he had 
served with distinction in his unit 
until he was ordered to serve with 
the unit in the administered 
territories. He refused on five 
separate occasions lo obey the or- 
der, for which he was punished with 


a total of 1 20 days in the camp lock- 
up. 

When he again refused to obey 
the order last November, he was 
referred for a full court martial. 

Lieut .-Col. Gurfinkel told the 
court when the hearing opened that 
“the accused, Gad Elgazi, grew up 
in a home where he was taught, on 
the one hand, to love his country, 
and on the other, to love humanity. 
For him, the highest of all values 
was lo treat his fellow as a complete 
equal. This meant, for him to love 
the two nations living in this country 
equally. 

The court president went on to 
note Elgazi's record as an out- 
standing soldier — a record sub- 
stantiated by Several witnesses, in- 
cluding the accused's tent-mate, a 
religious soldier from the Mercaz 
Harav yeshiva in Jerusalem. 

But he pointed out that this could 
not influence the court. 

The prosecutor in the case said in 
his summation that the army would 
noi be able lo function ir every 
soldier were free to act according lo 
the dictates of his conscience, 
however exalted his beliefs. He 
noted that even religious soldiers 
had sometimes to act in contradic- 


tion to their conscience when the 
need arose — as when they were re- 
quired to fight on Yom Kippur or 
the Sabbath. He demanded a jail 
sentence that would serve as a 
deterrent to others. 

Elgazi's court-appointed counsel 
drew attention to the depth and 
sincerity of his client’s beliefs, 
noting that even as a schoolboy he 
-had refused to go on day trips into 
jareas that were outside Israel’s pre- 
>1967 borders. He asked that the 
court pass a symbolic sentence. 

- Before he was sentenced Elgazi 
was given the opportunity to ad- 
dress the court: "If I should again 
confront the same problem," he 
said, "I would act in exactly the 
same way, I am quite sure that jail 
will not persuade me to disregard 
the dictates of my conscience." 

Sheli Parly executive member 
Ran Cohen has appealed lo Chief of 
Staff Rafael Eitan to pardon Elgazi. 

Cohen, who holds the rank of 
lieutenant-colonel in the reserves, 
said in his letter to Eitan that Elgazi 
is u good soldier who would fight for 
the Slate of Israel, but that "serving 
in the territories would truly violate 
his conscience.” 

I Kdillunsl Comment, page 22 1 



‘Reagan loyal to Israeli commitments’ 


Jerusalem Post Correspondent 

WASHINGTON. — The U.S. 
Ambassador-designate to the UN, 
Dr. Jeane Kirkpatrick, lost week as- 
sured a B'nai B’rith audience (hat 
Prcsidcnt-ciccl Ronald Reagan will 
not move away from his campaign 
commitments to Israel. 

"I see no likelihood of any devia- 
tion from those stated positions," 
said Kirkpatrick, a professor of in- 
ternational rclulions at Georgetown 

- UtnvmUv. 

In her first public comments since 
being named by Reagan to head the 
U.S. mission lo the UN, 
Kirkpatrick, responding to ques- 
tions, also promised that she and 
other U.S. diplomats at the UN will 
honour America's longstanding 
policy of not meeting with PLO of- 
ficials. 



Dr. Kirkpatrick 

Asked whether she considered 
formal or informal meetings with 
the PLO at the UN appropriate, she 
replied: “I believe that U.S. 
representatives should adhere 


specifically to the detailed policies 
of their government." 

For several years, the U.S. has 
said that it will not recognize or 
negotiate with the PLO until the 
PLO accepts UN Resolution 242 
and Israel’s right lo exist. 

The blunt-talking professor, the 
only woman and the only Democrat 
named to the Reagan cabinet, was 
critical of many recent UN actions, 
including the 1975 Zion ism- equals- 
racism vote in the General As- 
sembly. 

She made it clear that she would 
favour cutting U.S. funding to cer- 
tain LtN agencies if they continued 
to adopt policies unfriendly toward 
the U.S. and “its friends and allies." 
But she insisted that other strong 
actions — short of actually slopping 
funds — should be undertaken first 
to try to correct the institution. 


Hussein reaffirms his support for PLO 


King Hussein of Jordan has 
reiterated his support of the 
Palestine Liberation Organization 
as "the sole representative of the 
Palestinian people and their right to 
self-determination.’’ 

The statement, made during a 
seminar at Jordan University, 
seemed to be an indirect rejection 
of recent calls from officials close lo 
the American administration for 
Hussein to join the U.S.-sponsored 
Camp David peace talks between 
Israel and Egypt. 

"The Palestinian people alone 
can plan their future and there are 
no other options that could be ac- 
cepted by Jordan. There is no sub- 
stitute for the Palestine Liberation 
Organization, and the Palestinian 
problem cannot be settled without 
effective Palestinian participation in 
achieving a solution, the king said. 

Hussein said a comprehensive 
peace in the Middle East would 
have to be based on “totaj Israeli 
withdrawal from territories oc- 
cupied by Israel in 1967, including 
Arab Jerusalem." 

He added that settlement of the 
Palestinian aueslion should be 
based on UN resolutions on the 
Palestinian people's right "to self- 
determination, to shape their future 
on their own national soil, and es- 
tablish an independent state.” 

A Jordanian-Palestinian coor- 


dination committee met in Amman 
early last week to discuss coor- 
dination of policies between the 
PLO and Hussein’s government. 
Robert Rosenberg reports: 

Former U.S. Secretary of State 
Henry Kissinger, who was in Israel 
East week as part of "a private visit" 
to the Middle East, said he had un- 
derestimated the profound commit- 
ment of both Egypt and Israel to the 
Middle East peace course charted 
at Camp David. 

Speaking to newsmen in 
Jerusalem, he admitted that his 
current trip to the region had made 
him realize that "some of the alter- 
natives don’t appear as self evident 
as they did previously." 

Referring to the "Jordanian op- 
tion," Kissinger said that while in 


Prime Minister lYIennhem Begin warmly greets Frank Church, the for- 
mer chairman of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee, at his office 
in Jerusalem last week. Begin expressed his thanks and appreciation for 
Church’s support of Israel during his many years in the Senate. 

(Eledmun — Goti-mmcm Frew Offia.-i 


Research centre simulation 
foreshadowed Iran crisis 


Egypt he had gained "a clearer un 
derstanding of the role Egypt feels it 
has a duty to play" in the West 


Bank and Gaza .autonomy process. 
He was alluding to Egyptian Presi- 
dent Anwar Sadat's insistence that 
Jordan stay out of the negotiations 
until Israel and Egypt reach an 
agreement. 

Kissinger said that he himself had 
some ideas about the autonomy 
talks. He noted that he would be 
returning to the U.S, "more op- 
timistic" about the prospects of 
peace in the region. 

Kissinger made it clear that 


anything he had to say represented 
his own personal view, and not that 
of the incoming Reagan administra- 
tion. He said he wanted to give the 
new US. administration a chance to 
formulate its own approach before 
accepting the "opinions of an 
itinerant professor.'* 

Kissinger said it was time to give 
some "concrete content" to the 
-Carter administration's deals to set 
up U.S. military facilities in a 
number of countries in the region. 

He reported that he does not 
-believe Egypt will make the Etzion 
base in Sinai available to the 
Americans whenl Israel completes 
its withdrawal from the peninsula in 
1982. But he insisted that some 
facilities in the region are necessary. 

Asked if he did expect the 
Soviet Union to react to the es- 
tablishment of U.S. military bases in 
the region, Kissinger said heatedly 
that America "cannot refrain from 
doing what’s necessary because we 
are mesmerized by the illusion that 
the Soviets do what they want." 

On the European Middle East in- 
itiative, Kissinger dismissed "the 
theory that if we could only get a 
Palestinian state, all the Middle 
East problems would be solved." 

He said he didn't think there 
would be a substantive difference in 
Israel’s foreign policy whatever 
government were in power. 


By HIRSH GOODMAN 

Post Military Correspondent 

Four months before the Iranian 
militants capt tired the American 
Embassy in Teheran and took the 
American staff hostage, the Centre 
for Strategic Studies at Tel Aviv 
University conducted a simulated 
exercise very similar to what even- 
nulls happened. 

This was -revealed last week b> 
the CCS head. Maj-Gen. (res.) Aharon 
Yariv and staff member Dr. Ariel 
Mcrari. According to Merari, who 
heads the Centre’s terrorism 
research unit, the exercise was con- 
ducted with experts from the U.S.. 
England, Germany and Holland in 
July 1979. It envisioned the captur- 
ing of hostages in Iran and ruled 
out, from the SLart, the use of 
military force to secure their 
release. 

As part of the simulation, a TWA 
airliner was hijacked en route to 
Greece from Tel Aviv, containing 
mainly Israelis, but also Americans, 
including Senator Henry Jackson 
and the wife of the American Am- 
bassador to Israel, as well as several 
Germans. 


Crisis management teams 
represented the nations involved, 
with the terrorist team — a group 
from George Hahash’s Popular 
I- rout for the Liberation of 
Palestine and two German radicals 
— headed hy an American expert 
on terrorist psychology 

The goal of the exercise was to 
check imer-ully cooperation in a 
wetuirio where the u%c of force wu*> 
precluded from the start.- which- 
would exclude an “Entebbe"-hke 
solution to the hijacking: and to as- 
sess the effect on the official 
policies of the countries involved, 
by terrorists who cannot be tackled 
by force. 

The conclusions drawn, at least 
with regard to the latter goal, were 
almost identical to the conditions 
which faced the U.S. four months 
later when the embassy was seized. 
The hijackers' main demands in the 
simulation, backed by the Iranian 
government, were for ransom 
money — SlOOm. from the U.S. to 
be delivered by the secretary of 
state within 36 hours to a Palesti- 
nian refugee camp near Tyre, and 
S30m. from Israel. 


Israel, PLO agree on aid to 'areas’ 


By LEON HADAR 

Jerusalem Post Correspondent 
NEW YORK. — Israel and the PLO 
have both given the go-ahead to a 
UN aid project in the West Bank — 
a move which Israelis heTe insist has 
no political significance but which 
Arab diplomats are saying implies 
Israel's “tacit recognition^ of the 
terrorist organization. 

Both Israel and the U.S. had in- 
itially opposed the 1978 UN 
General Assembly resolution 
authorizing the UN Development 
Programme (UNDP) to “provide 
aid for the Palestinian people." 

But the U.S. representatives in 
UNDP were subsequently per- 
suaded that the 53.5m. allocated for 
the projects in the West Bsnk at)d 
Gaza would not find its way to the 
PLO, and decided to support the 
programme. 

Israel, however, remained 
adamantly opposed to the aid pro- 


ject, w’hich says, the PLO is to be 
consulted during the planning and 
implementation of the programme 
on the same fooling as Israel. 

Indeed, Israel refused at first 
even to allow a group of UN experts 
to visit the administered areas to 
study the economic and social 
needs of the local population. 

The Israelis were apparently per- 
suaded of the ''professionalism" of 
UNDP's approach. Binyamin Oron. 
economic adviser in the Israeli UN 
mission, told The Jerusalem Post: 
“The programme aims at improving 
the ; economic conditions of the 
population in the West Bunk and 
Gflza and we are not against the 
idea." 

Arab diplomats here, however, 
see it differently. They have been 
telling western newsmen that the 
Israeli decision implies tacit 
recognition of the PLO. “It is one 
step on a long road," one of them 
said. 
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Sentiments of a man in the middle 


PERHAPS MORE than any other 
Stale Department official, Assistant 
Secretary of State Harold Saunders 
has come under fire in recent years 
from Israel and the American 
Jewish community for being "pro- 
Arab." in November 1975, during 
testimony before a congressional 
subcommittee, his remarks on the 
Arab-Israeli conflict — later dub- 
bed the Saunders Document — 
resulted in an official protest to 
Washington by the Rabin govern- 
ment. 

Immediately following the signing 
of the Camp David accords in 
September 1978, Saunders angered 
Israel during bis West Bank tour by 
supposedly going too far in describ- 
ing Palestinian autonomy. 

Saunders, a career civil servant, 
deeply resents accusations that he is 
anti-Israel. 

Lost October 12, he was invited 
by Rabbi Israel Miller to address 
the Nutional Jewish Community 
Relations advisory Council in New 
York to present his side of the story. 
But urgent business — he has been 
among the most active U.S. 
diplomats in trying to negotiate a 
release of the hostages in Iran — 
forced him to cancel the ap- 
pearance. 

FOLLOWING urc excerpts from 
some ’‘personal" remarks Saunders 
was to have delivered: 

Simply because I happened to be 
the Administration's witness in 1975 
after the Sinai II agreement in hear- 
ings on the Palestinian dimensions 
of the Arab-Israeli conflict, my 
name has become associated with 
the Palestinian cause. 

- There is little point in noting that, 
if one goes back to read that state- 
ment today, one will find it a simply 
analytical non-policy statement, far 
behind what the government and 
Knesset of Israel agreed to at Camp 
David in 1978. 

So let's pul behind us the 
mythology of who is pro-this or pro- 
that. Let’s concentrate on the fact 
that the Palestinians in the Arab 


US Assistant Secretary of State Harold Saunders has frequently been ac- 
cused by Israelis of being too ‘pro-Arab/ In these remarks, conveyed to Post 
Washington Correspondent Wolf Blitzer, the American statesman describes 


his feelings for Israel. 

world are themselves a displaced 
people and that they have become 
the symbol of what the Arabs regard 
as an Arab defeat at the hands of 
Zionism and the West and the sym- 
bol of what they see as an abiding 
injustice. 

The issue before Israel and the 
U.S. as we seek a lasting peace, 
which is the ultimate assurance of 
Israel's security, is that this problem 
must be dealt with and be 
honourably and permanently 
resolved. To say that is not a revela- 
tion of prejudice; it is a simple state- 
ment of fact acknowledged in both 
Israel and the U.S.... 

I HAVE experienced dimensions 
and depth in human personality in 
Israel that are rarely found. I had 
known this before, but it was con- 
firmed for me in the first long 
months after the 1973 war. 

My wife had died the day before 
the 1973 war broke out, so those 
almost monthly trips with Secretary 
Kissinger, including the 35-day 
Israel-Syria shuttle, came at a time 
of great personal difficulty for me 
and my children, who were then 7 
and 9. 

Travelling constantly with an out- 
standing group of American col- 
leagues, I reached out for a human 
response to the emptiness I was 
feeling. I found that kind or contact 
difficult to establish with my 
countrymen. In Israel, on the other 
hand, whether l was talking to the 
driver about his war experiences, to 
the chambermaid at the King David 
Hotel about her flight from Iraq and 
her life in Israel, or to the foreign 
minister or the prime minister, I 
found an immediate response on the 
human level, several levels deeper 
than is our common experience 
here. 

1 remember a day during the long 
May 1974 shuttle when the negotia- 



Harold Saunders (Rubinger) 


lions had to be suspended because 
of the terrorist attack on Ma'alot. 
The defence minister, the chief of 
staff and other senior Israeli of- 
ficials had to go north to take 
charge at the scene of that terrorist 
attack. Children died in the course 
of that day. 

The next day, when our talks 
resumed at the prime minister's 
residence, others were offering for- 
mal condolences. As I shook hands 
with the defence minister, I said 
simply, "I am deeply sorry for what 
you went through yesterday." 

There were tears in response — 
because someone had recognized 
not only the tragedy of the event but 
the heavy burden of responsibility 
which that one human being had 
had to bear. That human exchange 
came simply and easily. 

I have a sense of what war means 
in Israel. As it happened, shortly 
after the 1973 war, I flew indirectly 
from Egypt to Israel following 
Secretary Kissinger’s meeting with 
President Sadat, to work with Prime 
Minister Meir jind her colleagues 
on the agreement that was to con- 
solidate the cease-fire and lead to 


the first disengagement. We were in 
Israel by chance on the day when 
the casualty figures from the ’73 war 
were released. 

A pall hung over the country. It 
was almost tangible. I understand 
why Israeli military objectives in- 
clude not only achieving military 
objectives but keeping casualties as 
low as possible. 

I recall, loo, from an earlier visit, 
before the 1967 war, walking 
through the underground shelters in 
one of the kibbutzim on the 
northern border and seeing vividly 
what it is like for parents and 
children alike to live constantly with 
the threat of unexpected shelling. 

IN HONESTY, I must recall mov- 
ing human experiences among the 
Arab people as well. 

I remember lunch in one of the 
Palestinian refugee camps near 
Jericho before the 1967 war. One or 
the Palestinian Arab camp 
managers told how he could go up 
into the hills and look across the 
green line to the place where he had 
grown up. He asked: “Why don't 
the American people — the most 
sympathetic people in the world — 
recognize what we have suffered?" 

"We just want the world to 
recognize that we have been ill done 
to," he concluded, in a plea for 
compassion, understanding and 
justice 

I also remember as a public ser- 
vant a poignant exchange with Bn 
Egyptian colleague in curly 1974. 
He was arguing that the U.S. had 
not involved itself actively in Mid- 
dle East peacemaking. Alluding to 
the intensive shuttle negotiations 
then going on, I said, "We're cer- 
tainly involved now." 

"Yes," he said, "but it look u wur 
to get you here." 

It cut deep — the thought (hat the 


greatest nation in the world had not 
been able to marshal the effort 
before the war to prevent the death 
and destruction. As a public ser- 
vant, I felt the charge of failure. 

I SHARE special feelings about 
Jerusalem. They can't be the same 
us those of the Jewish people, but 
they ure rooted in my own sense of * 
< history and strong feelings about my 
own religious tradition. 

I have looked from my window 
on the sixth floor of the King David 
Hotel at the lights playing on the 
walls of the old city of Jerusalem 
before midnight. I have gone to bed 
or started the day's work with the 
first light of day playing on those 
same walls — with all of the feelings 
of peace that come with those late 
night and early morning hours. 

As one who has experienced that 
sense of peace, as one who has 
reflected on the greatness of 
thought which has been inspired by 
those who have looked to that city 
over the years, and as one who has 
experienced the force of modern 
Israeli feeling about the city, I 
believe I have a sense of what is in- 
volved. I cannot, from outside the 
Jewish tradition, fully share the 
sense of Jerusalem's special place in 
the unique history of the Jewish 
people, but I understand enough to 
be sensitive to Jewish feelings. 

I must also say that I have ex- 
perienced on the Moslem side the 
intensity of their feeling about 
Jerusalem. 

As a person reared in a religious 
tradition, I have often pondered 
with gratitude that it has been my 
responsibility to piny the role I have 
played on behalf of the U.S. in the 
mndern history of Israel at thrs 
place and time. I remember the sim- 
ple but awesome words of Levi 
Eslikol to Lyndon Johnson: "My 
people arc the hist station in history. 

If the nation of Israel does not sur- 
vive, the Jewish people will not sur- 
vive." 

1 realize how important the stead- 
fust ness of the U.S. is to the future 
of Israel. 






THE RANKS OF contestants for 
the title of "The Great Survivor" 
have thinned with the death of 
Yugoslavia's Josip Broz Tito and 
the retirement of Senegal's Leopold 
Scnghor. Almost alone in the runn- 
ing now is our Minister of Interior 
(and Police) Yosef Burg. The 71- 
year-old National Religious Party- 
leader has been a member of 15 of 
Israel's 18 cabinets and (except for 
six months in the opposition in 
1958-59) has been a minister non- 
stop for 20 years. 

He obtained his First ministerial 
limousine in David Ben-Gurion’s 
third cabinet, where he held the 
Health portfolio, switching after a 
year to Posts, where he remained 
until his party walked out of B-G's 
eighth government in 1958. He was 
hack again in B-G's ninth ad- 
ministration, looking after Social 
Welfare, and remained there until 
1970. when the death of Moshe 
Halm Shapiro propelled him to the 
top of the NRI* and into the Interior 
Ministry, where he has remained 
ever since. It was Prime Minister 
Mena hem Begin who added the 
I’d ice to his charge, and he may live 
t» rue the day he accepted that hat. 

Burg may yet lose out in the mer- 
ciless NRP factional in -fighting. His 
enemies have not stopped blaming 
him Tor allowing the police in- 
vestigations into the churges against 
Religious Affairs Minister Aharon 
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A ‘great survivor’ under fire 


Abuhatzelra to get out of hand. His 
usual unflappable front cracked at 
the party executive's last meeting, 
when he made a blistering attack on 
an unspecified front-bencher who 
had described him to the press as no 
longer an electoral asset but a 
burden. While no name was men- 
tioned, Burg and Lamifne 
(an NRP faction) strongman Rafael 
Ben-Natan have not forgotten that 
Education Minister Zcvulun Ham- 
mer and Abuhaizeira threatened a 
Tew months ago to inform Begin 
that they no longer recognized the 
interior minister as the party 
spokesman. And Burg's feelings 
were not improved by the report 
that Hammer phoned to condole 
with Herzl Shafir within an hour or 
Burg’s sacking of the police 
inspector-general. 

THE BURGEONING row over 
Shafir's dismissal has cast a 
searchlight on our ex-generals' 
mutual protection society. Not only 
Halm Laskov but Mosbe Dayan, loo, 
sprang to Shafir's defence, while 
such former comrades-in-arms as 
Ah arm Yarlv, Stella Levy, Avraham 
Adan, Yeshayahu Gavlsh and 
Mordechal Hod began circulating 
petitions in the officers' corps. 



Ephraim Kishon... meeting a 
publisher's deadline; 


PUBLIC FACES 
Mark Segal 

I gather that Begin was rather up- 
set by the fait accompli. 

THE LIKUD is creaking slowly 
into election gear, and its lop cam- 
paign spots will be taken by Herut: 
chairman — Foreign Minister 
Yitzhak Shamir; campaign boss — 
new Communications Minister 
Yoram Arldor; organization 
manager — ex-Lands Administra- 
tion director Ya'acov Aknln; f-lerut 
information chier Gideon Gadot will 
fill that key post in the campaign. 

The word is out that Ezer 


Welzman is not now inclined to run 
on un independent ticket. It isn't a 
question of finance — he has more 
than enough backing — but rather a 
mixture of preoccupation with Iris 
critically-ill son, Shaul, and a clear- 
eyed perception that, even should 
he win 12-15 seals, he would be only 
a minor party in any government. 
No wonder many Likudniks still 
hope they can draw him buck into 
the fold, possibly into a re-aligned 
Likud. 

I GATHER that the first real clash 
between Peres' trio of foreign policy 
advisers took place when Abba Ebon 
and Chaim Herzog opposed Slmcha 
Dinltz* initiation of a flight to 
Washington by the party chairman 
during his (now cancelled) U.S. 
speaking tour in order to see 
Presidentelect Ronald Reagan. 
Eban and Herzog argued that it was 
not seemly to preefede the incum- 
bent premier at the White House. 
JERUSALEM MAYOR Teddy Kol- 
lek should be happy with the warm 
response to his trial balloon — 
wh(ch he himself immediately shot 
down — about becoming minister 
for Jerusalem in a Peres cabinet. It 
will be interesting to learn what the 
Labour Parly chairman will tell the 
mayor the next time they meet with 
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Jerusalem branch boss Uzl Barim 
and Sintchu Dinit/, a circle already 
nick named "Shimon's Jerusalem 
kitchen." 


ISRAEL WILL llli represented for 
the first lime at the Cairo Inter- 
national Hook Fair (Jun. 29-l : eb. 8) 
by a sizeable delegation led by 
Israel Export Institute's Book and 
Printing Centre chuirmun, Yclioslwa 
Levy (The Jerusalem Past Press). On 
returning home, Levy will be busy 
with the plans for Jerusalem’s first 
ulira-modern printing college, in 
conjunction with the Seligsberg 
trade school in the old Brandeis 
building. The government hai 
prom ised full support to the college 
trustees led by .Levy. 


I CAN REASSURE Ephraim 
Kishon's fans: Israel’s popular, 
humorist has not disappeared for* 
good: he lias been recuperating , 
from an illness and meeting jj 
publisher’s deadline for his 23™ 
book, devoted entirely to "the llUj* 
woman." Originally written in 
Hebrew, it is due out in German on/ 
February 1 under the imprint 
Munich publisher, 

Miriam Araji^-EnSTish translation 
will . be produced in Israel oy 
Shikmona and Bronfman, an° 
everywhere else by Bantam Boots. 

When I asked Kishon whether bi 
wife didn’t object to his disclosure 
about their family life, he repwo. 
"She says I’m lying. She refused to 
read the manuscript." 
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Refusenik here 
after wait of 
eight years 

BEN-GURION AIRPORT (Him). 

Prisoner of Zion Lev Roitbard, 

who arrived here last week with his 
wife and son after un eight-year 
struggle to secure a Soviet exit visa, 
said that more than 70 per cent of 
Soviet Jews want to leave the 
USSR. 

But “to my great sorrow," he ad- 
ded, "not all of them want to come 
to Israel." 

Roitbard, a 44-year-old aviation 
engineer, is the last of the 18 
refuseniks who appeared on 
Senator Edward Kennedy’s 1978 fist 
submitted to Soviet President Leonid 
Brezhnev to be let out of the Soviet 
Union. 

The Roilbards and their 17-year- 
old son Alexander were greeted at 
the airport by u group of high school 
pupils from Holon, who have been 
corresponding with refuseniks for 
the past fow years, and by members 
of the Israel Public Council for 
Soviet Jewry. Roitbard was visibly 
moved by the enthusiastic welcome. 

Asked what he plans to do in 
Israel, Roitbard said, "To work." 

Road fatalities 
keep dropping 

The downward trend in the 
number of traffic accidents and traf- 
fic casualties is continuing into a se- 
cond consecutive year, according to 
the traffic division of the Israel 
Police. 

Although 424 people were killed 
and 1 7, on 3 injured on Israel's roads 
during WSO. this grim statistic 
represents an improvement over 
I'i7y, when there were 25 per cent 

mure faialiLies ;md I t ner_ cent mure 

injuries. 

Assistant Commander Shmuel Bugler, 
head of the traffic division, said that 
although Iranian error is still the 
chief cause of accidents, the figures 
indicate "a significant change in the 
norms of road behaviour.’ Bugler 
said that a considerable number of 
accidents could be prevented if peo- 
ple would only follow the slogan 
"think first." 

Bugler expressed grave concern 
at the number of children killed and 
injured in traffic accidents. Sixty- 
four children under the age of 14 
were killed and 1,820 were injured 
on Israel's roads in 1980, 

Navon opens drive 
for handicapped 

Jerusalem Post Reporter 
President Yitzhak Navon last 
week launched the 1981 campaign 
of AKIM, the Israel Association for 
the Rehabilitation of the Mentally 
Handicapped by handing a check of 
IS2.000 to AKIM chairman Yosef 
Zalmanoff. 

More than 25,000 pupils and 
other volunteers will go from house 
to house on January 14 to collect 
money for AKIM, which assists the 
retarded and their families and es- 
tablishes special kindergartens, 
clubs and hostels for the handicap- 
ped. 

Navon said that the tens of thou- 
sands of mentally handicapped in 
Israel have to live and deal with 
their problem as part of society, and 
that it is not something that can be 
treated once and solved. 

Labour and Social Affairs 
Minister Israel Katz praised AKIM 
as an indispensable organization of 
volunteers without which parents of 
hahdicapped children would face 
far more problems that they already 
do and professionals could not I 
make progress in the field. 
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Creative Banking 

A lot more than just saving your money. 
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Croativily The breath uf the innovator, 

tho inventor, the artist • • .• 

The inspired dynamism 
[that draws magic from brush to canvas. 

Creativity changes worlds. Opens now vistas. 
Enhances the quality uf our existence). 

We. for our part, have developed creativity with money. We use it 
t (1 serve you bettor. To provide you with new financial services. 

To add colour to your life. 

Creative banking. Your privilege, and Discount Bank's skill. 
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ISRAEL DISCOUNT DANK 

250 Branches & Offices in Israel and abroad Total Assets exceed US $ 8 billion 

Head Office: 27/31, Yehuda Halevi Street, Tel Aviv, Tel. (03)6371 1 1 
Tourist Center: 16, Mapu Street, Tel Aviv, Tel. (03)247276 
New York: 511, Fifth Avenue, Tel. (212)551-8500 

Miami Agency: 420 Lincoln Road, Miami (Fla.) (305) 672 - 8320 
Toronto Representative Office: Toronto Dominion Centre (416) 363-3437 
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TWO ARABS swooped down on housing developments across the- we want to preserve our way of life.' during the past 20 years. Kaminker says Kaminker. “Tlievriiw, 

the lone Israeli woman as she Green Line. But the bulk of East It's still not clear whether the Arab had come to see a family which build on a comparaWf li ^ unar ? S n ra r 

backed her car into an alley in an Jerusalem, from the border with population is ready to think about wanted to build a two-storey house metres away.” Instead Jr remained. The bulk of this is hilly 

Arab village in northern Jerusalem. Ramallah in the north toTsur Bahir .building at a higher density." next to an existing one-storey 1 imposing the law sHp.ii ,and ®! n P l y ‘ 10U8 ^ n 8- Under the 

It was a long two minutes before the 17 kilometres south, remained un- Some East Jerusalemites con- house. During their chat over coffee findasolutionthatdnp.. mun ’ c ' pa * lt ^ SI,ro P?^i n j W ^ Llt . 

c;i . r .-PP lled , back '™ t0 view ; planned. ccrncd with housing problems in the living room, Kaminker es- Arab cultural attitudes on ^ _ s0I P c 12,000 dunams is 

"They knew I was from the The planning job was given four acknowledge that the traditional tablished the number of children in “The Arabs are noi M available for building. The reBl is 
municipality and wanted me to hear years ago to Kaminker, a street- single-family house is no longer a the family, which of them was oriented," she savs 3 designated for open space. 

ih c| r problem, said Sarah Fox smart ex-New Yorker who manages solution. "There is no other way but studying abroad, and who was about ‘l-und-my-family-and-mT* ^' nce l " e j“! ne Pan ^ _ no1 

Kaminker when she stopped to pick to combine human warmth towards to build apartment houses," says an to get married. There was talk about property’-oriented Ii i* ^ een a PP rov ® . j? r m08t ^ ^ ast 

up her assistants. the people involved with a hard- Arab surveyor, in Shuafat, “land is weather, employment oppor- experience in demnrrwf 1 !^ 118 ^, 601 ’ ‘ >U, *P II J8 wou “ . “j V . e 

Kaminker has been prowling the headed sense of how things work just too expensive and there isn't tunities, the expanding city and, by before communitv t 1 ^ ecn a m ? st enti rcly frozen had it 

alleys of East Jerusalem for the past and where the municipality wantslo enough of it.” the way, the application for the new develops." She had L" !l ot been for a 8pc « a ! cfause in the 

three years, undeterred even when go. A possible portent ofthe future is building. She found the site to be hrcuk through this cultunS ? ann,n f i£ n ik BUI m?? 

there is tension that keeps the the housing complex built in Beit less than two metres from u oriental Jews in a rehabiliJ' para f a P h 78, 

average citizen out of the well- THERE ARE MANY ways East Hanina by contractor Hisham Nus- neighbouring building. jeet in the Baka development at the discretion of 

policed shuks oF the Old City^The Jerusalem could go. A "Hong Kong seibch. brother of former Jordanian “Geva/t," she said when she left. previous assignmeSt T [o ^J ulhQ A n{y ' Wh,le oull,ne 
Chicago-born woman heads Team solution" was recently proposed by defence minister Anwar Nusseibeh. "The building would cover the there, after inilTat smli!^ pla " lS , bc ! ng d ' awn UP i. 

Five, a small group of municipal a Palestinian spokesman abroad With some 400 units, it is the closest whole lot. It’s just unhealthy.” to invest lime cmC Emp, ° yin ? Paragra P h 78 00 an 

planners charged w.th working on who envisioned rows of high-rise thing in East Jerusalem loan Israeli- Kaminker recommended that the money in Ih^Vovem ST- u !*P rc !- eden j ed y m “* ,ve SCal E’^ 
the bulk of Arab Jerusalem outside Arab npartment buildings tipping style shikun or housing project application be denied but the local house cxti>rior« L it™*™* CIly bas declared some 7,000 

the walls of the Old City. It is a the demographic scales in Under the OuZc pE being pknn^ dunams of Eusl ^ crusaleni avai,ab,e 

responsibility with implications that Jerusalem, at present almost 3-1 in prepared, the Arab population "Win some, lose some," she said employed in bShI X f ° r bldldi ? gl °W K ena,y COn ' 

go far beyond ordcrand aesthei.es. favour of the Jews. Jewish would increase from 1 10 000 today afterwards. "You lose a heck of u Owk Orthodox Chu3t geSly no^morc ^LZTuni^ 


the normal concerns of planners. 

Without anyone intending it, 
without Kaminker herseir thinking 
overmuch about it, she is at the cul- 
ling edge: where the deepest 
political and human instincts — • 
fear, respect, self-protection, feel- 
ings of family and nation — 
translate into houses and open 
space. Her guidelines arc flexible 
and she relies heavily on her own in- 
stincts as she moves through the 
grey area where Israeli sovereignly 
and Arab self- interest try to accom- 
modate each other. 

The land annexed after the Six 
Day War — two-thirds or the city’s 
present territory — had no urban 
plan recognised by Israeli law. A 
legal outline plan was soon drawn 
up fur the most sensitive part of this 
area, the Old City and its environs, 
stretching to Government House 
Hill two kilometres south. Plans 
«erc also drawn up for the Jewish 


nationalists would obviously prefer 
a pastoral East Jerusalem for 
reasons that have little to do with 
landscape preservation. Another 
solution would be to make East 
Jerusalem a mirror-image of West 
Jerusalem, at least in terms of den- 
sity. The municipality's solution lies 
well short of Hong-Kong or even 
French Hill, but nevertheless envi- 
sions a significant increase in den- 
sity. 

The foremost opponents of a 
Hong Kong solution, says 
Kaminker, would be the East 
Jerusalemites themselves. She cites 
a group which has organized in Beil 
Safafa to build housing for young 
couples. "I tried to convince them 
not to build in the traditional way — - 
one house on a plot of land — but to 
build apartment houses that cpuld 
accommodate more families. They 
adamantly refused. They said 
‘We're willing In nnv nrina k..l 


to 210,000, although no target date 
is specified. Building would be en- ' 
couraged in the northern part orihe 
city where the terrain is flatter. In 
the Beit Hanina area, up to six units 
per dunam would be permitted — 
the density of West Jerusalem's 
Rehavia quarter, for instance. 

AT LEAST once a week, Kaminker 
and her team go into the field to ex- 
amine sites for which building per- 
mits are requested and to consult 
residents. The two sides make their 
points edgewise over cups of coffee, 
sometimes over a game of backgam- 
mon, amidst chatter about the fami- 
ly- 

Recently, Kaminker and her 
team, which includes one East 
Jerusalem Arab, visited the old vil- 
lage nucleus of Shuafat. The homes 
at the centre, with their traditional 
architecture, are hidden from view 

Kll tlio knilr^n Liilll i . « 


lot more than you win.” 

She won recently in Silwan, 
where she invited 24 mukhtars and 
heads of hamuloi (clans) to u 
meeting, and told them she wanted 
land for a school for local 
youngsters. The community itself 
would provide the land and until it 
did, she said, private building in the 
area would be frozen. The local 
leaders, after assembling land from 
several owners, offered Kaminker 
an acceptable site. 

IN WEST Jerusalem, it would have 
been Kaminker who chose the site 
and if the land belonged to private 
persons, they would have simply 
been offered comparable land 
elsewhere in exchange. The Arabs, 
however, find it difficult to accept 
this procedure. “As far as they’re 
concerned, their land means this 
one specific plot marked by stones 


build apartment houses fab' 
munity, made, up of to® 
Israeli law calls for proper , 
to deed 40 per cent of in* g; 
public use when they** 0 *®.. 
The church leaders told 
that giving up land was KP®' 
church law. Kaminker, ww 
the land used for a mow 
child centre and kindergarw 
the church could retain the ■ 
built the facilities 
church accepted the P lfll1 
in A-Toron the MouW ; 
she made a point of 
needed for a kinderg*tim ; 
large landown^rs^^* 
whejujwc'fiave to but 


leave the owner enougn iu T 
for his family needs.” . j 

THE AREA annexed tojjjf 
after the Six Day War cO^J 
7.2,000 dunams. Afr ^ 


per dunam — during the interim 

period. 

In the past decade, Jerusalem 
Arabs have been building with in- 
creasing frequency outside the city 
line on the West Bank in order to 
escape the restrictions of Israeli 
law. Much of this building is going 
on just a few hundred metres over 
the city line, as in El-Ram, off the 
Ramallah Road. “This is an in- 
human way to live," said a former 
Jordanian housing official, pointing 
to hundreds of new houses facing 
each other on two slopes across a 
llat wadi bed in El-Ram. Many of 
them are occupied by post- 1967 
1 evacuees from the Jewish Quarter. 
The houses, for the most part, are 
splendid villas. But there are no 
; Creels between them. In the 
^absence of any town plan, each 
fowncr had simply to build on his 
f own plot without leaving any public 
r.space. 


As a municipal planner in East Jerusalem, Sarah Fox Kaminker operates in a 'grey ' 3SB3 ' 
area where Israeli sovereignty and Arab self-interest try to accommodate each other,' .writes 
The Jerusalem Post's ABRAHAM RABINOVICH. Photos by Werner Braun. 
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Although the Arabs may com- 
plain about Israeli regulations, says 
Kaminker, it is they themselves 
who are best served by such regula- 
tions. "We want them to build de- 
cent housing and it’s rules and 
regulations that help make decent 
housing." Under Jordanian rule, as 
recently as the 1960s, she adds, 
streets only three or four metres 
wide were permitted in built-up 
areas. 

Plans for the 16 Arab 
neighbourhoods outside the Old 
City are presently being drawn up 
or have already been submitted to 
the District Planning Commission 
for approval. During the deposition 
period, the Arab residents affected 
will be able to file objections. The 
upprovul process is expected to take 
at least another two to three years. 

MEANWHILE, Kaminker con- 
tinues on her forays into East 
Jerusalem, something she had 
begun long before undertaking her 
present job. She came to Israel late 
in 1966 after working five years for 
the New York City Planning Com- 
mission. She joined the National 
Parks Authority team planning the 
national park around the Old City 
shortly after the Six Day Wur. That 
tusk took her on foot through 
Silwan and other Arab villages 
skirting the park, a reconnaissance 
mission that elicited occasional biir- 
rages of stones from suspicious vil- 
lagers. "I was stoned by the best 
people in town," she says casually, 
but she admits the experience was 
frightening. 

She lias sin honest affection Tor 
East Jerusalem’s Arabs uiul a sense 
of mission. During :i visit Inst week 
to Issawiya. she and her party were 
invited home for coffee by a resi- 
dent of the poorer end of the vil-. 
Inge lie had met them hy ch a inl- 
and had no business to conduct with 
them. "This always happens." snid 
Kaminker. “The hospitality is 
wonderful." Multresses were spread 
in the sun outside to dry off the 
damp which permeated the old 
building and excellent colTee was 
served in leu glasses, apparently for 
lack of coffee cups. 

.IMPRESSED by the tranquility pro- 
jected by their impoverished host, 
the Arab member of Kaminker's 
team said "Life is a balance scale. 
The more you have, the lower you 
go. The less you have, the higher." 

Kaminker had come to lssawiya 
with her team and archeologist 
Amos Kloner or the Antiquities 
Department, who wanted her to 
designate the old section of the vil- 
lage for preservation. There were 
stones he said, that probably date 
back to the Second Temple. 

Kaminker needed persuading. 
Preservation would only be justified 
if the buildings could be put to some 
use, she said. “If society wants to 
take a building out of private use 
because it represents a public good, 
then society has to be willing to pay 
for it and not impose the burden on 
private owners." In the end, she 
agreed that much of the old centre 
was worth preserving as an open-air 
museum illustrating early forms of 
construction in Arab villages. This 
would eventually mean expropria- 
tion of the houses, she said, and 
payment of their full value to the 
owners. 

On the way out of the village, 
Kaminker caught sight of a new 
apartment with neat shutters built 
atop an old one-storey structure.. 
“You can have the old buildings,” 
she said. “What I really like to see is 
a modern apartment in which peo- 
ple can live like human brings.” □ 
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(Opposite I Kaminker with hawlya mukhiar. centre, and local resident. { Above) Buildings In background are several hundred years old. 
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Don't m las the Important article on the leoparda of the Judean Deaert 
— in the winter 1980/81 laaue of 
ISRAEL — LAND AND NATURE 

the quarterly magazine of the Society for the Protection of Nature in 
larael. 

Road also about 

* Sycamores In Tel Aviv 

* Analent terraces in Jerusalem 

* Turning dry wadis Into perennial streams 

Take part In the struggle for a belter, cleaner, more beautiful 
Israels 

Join the S.P.N.I. today! 

Overseas memberships are welcome. 


Society for the Protection of Nature In Ierael 
* llashfela St., Tel Aviv 66183, Israel. 


f 


Please enrol me tnnd my familyi In the 8.P.N.I. 

My cheque for is enclosed. 

Annual membership dues for Israel residents are IS70 (1380 for 
I.D.F. personnel and students). Overseas memberships (Including a 
small contribution) : $ 30 ^ 

'"eludes a subscription to Israel- Land and Nature. 
Periodic listings of current S.P.N.I. tours are sent to all members 

NamlTnH Irtrfr '' a ? d , 10 overM " members who request then!! 
Name and Address (please print clearly) ' 


SWITZERLAND, Grindelwald 

HOTELSILBERHORN 

strictly kosher 

Tsl. 036-532822; Telex 33981 

Spend a most enjoyable holiday in the Swiss Alps, winter and sum- 
mer. Relax in a kosher hotel with a homely atmosphere. 


It 


NOF HOTEL 

HAIFA .TEL. 08731 
W1.HANASSJ AVE. 
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Kosher exchange 


By MARTHA MEISELS 
MOST ISRAELIS don't start plan- 
ning their summer holidays until 
after Pessah, and that's late by inlet? 
national standards. An English 
Jewish couple with a new idea are 
trying to get people interested in 
planning ahead now for a summer 
vacation scheme which, if it works, 
would be economical and answer a 
specific need of Orthodox Jewish 
travellers. The opportunity of a 
rent-free family vacation may en- 
courage such people to go to places 
they hadn’t considered before. 

It is called "Kosher Home Ex- 
change International" ariff'lhridea 
is to match up kashrut-observers 
who would be willing to trade 
homes, dishes and all, for com- 
parable residences in other parts of 
the world, with no money changing 
hands. The idea of home exchanges 
is not new, but most listings of them 
do not suit people who observe 
kashrut. 

After all, how many pots and 
pans can you take with you on a 
holiday?" asks London-based 
Judith Citron, a lecturer in data 
processing, who dreamed up the 
scheme together with her husband, 
a lecturer in accountancy and 
financing. 

Suitable applicants who contact 
the new programme ut its London 
or Tel Aviv address by February 27 
will appear in the first directory, 
which is expected to be issued in 
March, Mrs. Citron says. Applica- 
tions will be accepted from 
Israel; from the London 
area and perhaps elsewhere in the 
British Isles; and front several parts 
of North America. The latter include 
New York, Boston and Washington; 
the Miami and Jacksonville areas of 
Florida; the Los Angeles and San 
Francisco areas; and the Canadian 
cities of Montreal and Toronto. It 
will cost £15 (about 1S270 or S35) to 
register — which is less than the 
agent’s commission on a one-month 
summer rental in Israel. 

While the original idea was for a 
home exchange between Israel and 
abroad, homes could also be ex- 
changed within a country, for in- 
stance between hilly and coastal 
regons, or between points in one 
country and another outside Israel. 

Because the Kosher Home Ex- 
change is brand new, it is hard to 
predict how well it will work or 
what the chances are of matching 
up for the exact period required in 
the location of one’s choice. 

“The more flexible you are, the 
greater your chances of finding a 
suitable exchange,” Mrs. Citron 
points out. 

A brief questionnaire with the 
directory application asks whether 
the home has separate kitchen 
equipment for meat and milk, and 
whether all meat purchases are 
“kosher under rabbinical super- 
vision." Positive answers to both are 
considered reasonable assurance 
for listing the home as kosher. If 
there are not separate dishes, and 
meat is checked as “kosher style," 
the home may still be listed, but not 
as kosher. There are also questions 
on the type of synagogue 
membership and distance from 
home to synagogue. 

Kosher Home Exchange Inter- 
national says that it may also branch 
out into renting for money if the de- 
mand warrants. For instance, peo- 
ple owning two kosher homes might 
want to rent out one of them. The 
new project can be contacted via 



seat 

Yemin Mas he, a picturesque old Jerusalem quarter near the Old City, 
three-room furnished flat could cost SI. 000 nr more a month. 



where o 
(Braun) 
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Judith and David Citron, 28 Wessex 
Gardens, London NW11 9RT, 
England, Tel. 01-455-6269, or local- 
ly in care of Judith's mother. Mrs. 
Frieda Sefton, LO Nehardcu, Tel 
Aviv. 64 235, Tel.. 03-225859. 

HOW MUCH OF A RISK are you 
taking if you leave your home to a 
stranger in exchange for the use of 
his home? Obviously, there are 
some risk':. I know nf a Nclanya 
family who swapped their lunne loi 
one in the Slates for a two-year 
period, and, after taking good care 
of the house abroad, were appalled 
on their return to find the state their 
home was in and how much it cost 
them to pul it in proper condition. 
On the other hand, there ure many 
agencies abroad dealing in home ex- 
change, and if it didn’t generally 
work out, they would soon be mil of 
business. 

The legal adviser at the Israel 
Consumer Council, Ncltuma 
Frankel, says she has friends who 
have exchanged homes satisfactori- 
ly. But these were cases where the 
parties were recommended by 
mutual acquaintances. A swap 
through a commericul directory, in 
which the people registering have 
not been checked out personally by 
anyone, is obviously more risky. 

Kosher Home Exchange Inter- 
national states very clearly in its 
brochure that “It does not 
guarantee the accuracy of details 
supplied by subscribers nor does it 
accept responsibility for its sub- 
scribers arrangements or become 
legally involved in any disputes 
between its subscribers." 

A big worry in giving your home 
to strangers is that they may run up 
enormous utility bills — for 
overseas phone calls or continuous 
air-conditioning — and then leave 
the country, O r there may be 
damage to furnishing?, appliances 
or property itself. Another, . 
though less likely, possibility is their ' 
refusal to vacate as scheduled. 

It does not take a lawyer to draw 
up a contract which is legally 
binding, Nehama Frankel points 
out. Any agreement between two 
parlies, even a verbal one, has some 
legal force, but it is better to put 
things m writing, she advises. This 


agreement should cover as many 
details as possible about potential 
matters of dispute. 

FOR THIS REASON some profes- 
sional estate agents dealing in rent- 
als virtually insist that the parties 
have their lawyers draw up a formal 
contract. It is common practice that 
:i large deposit be left with the 
lawyer to guarantee against unpaid 
Hills, and some lessors even want 
bank guarantees. I he average 
deposit Iasi summer was S5*H1 — 
about equal to a month’s rent on a 
good furnished Hat. 

This was explained to me by 
Werner Loval, manager of the 
Jerusalem hranch of one of the 
country's biggest estate agents. He 
says there's no harm in someone 
trying to establish a new scheme 
such as the Kosher Home Exchange 
— hut he is sceptical nboul it work- 
ing. 

Jerusalemites interested in letting 
their homes lor the summer should 
register early, even if the deals may 
not he final i/cd till after Pessah, 
Helen says. This winter season, 
owners of three-room furnished 
flats could gel $1,000 or more per 
month in the Yemin Moshc artists' 
quarter, around $600 in prestigious 
Rehavia and Tulhich, $450 or so in 
neighbourhoods such us Kiryat 
Slimucl and Beit Hakerem, with 
French Hill, Talpiyol and the 
German Colony close behind on the 
scale. Private houses anywhere in 
the Jerusalem urea command rents 
around $800, she said. Summer rent- 
als are generally higher. And a 
place with something special, such 
us a magnificent view, gets a rent 
out of proportion to its size and 
location. 

The independent Herzliya estate 
agent to whom I spoke said houses 
in Herzliya near the sea would fetch 
$1,500 a month this summer and 
thought Jerusalem property wtgdd-- 
also bring comparable. figuf^sTHe 
pointed out.-this'Ts still much 
cheaper than housing a family in a 
hotel for that length of time. Israeli 
home-owners, he said, are 
notoriously difficult about letting 
their residences. “They are 
hysterical at the thought that a glass 
might break." D 
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THE ARTS 

THE REVIVAL of Little Tel Aviv 
which is now packing them in at 
Habimah, is nostalgia compounded. 
The Dahn Ben Amotz-Haim Hefer 
revue was a big hit in 1959, a distant 
era in our fast-changing reality, to 
which we can look, back with sen- 
timental yearning. Produced for the 
50th anniversary of Tel Aviv, the 
show celebrated those good old 
days when the inhabitants of the 
first Jewish town in 2,000 years were 
one loving mishpoche, united if! their 
desire to build the first Jewish state 
in 2,000 years. 

Nostalgia is a basic human 
response. Faced with a reality 
which is alwavs grey when it is not 
worse, we look back for consolation 
to a golden age when everything 
was rose-coloured, everybody 
followed the golden rule, there was 
no poverty and no crime, and the 
future was redolent with promise. 
(Hie middle-aged, burdened with 
constant troubles, look back to their 
childhood as a period of unmarred 
happiness, though almost everyone 
I have ever known had a miserable 
childhood.) 

The past always looks better 
because we will it thus. I can 
imagine a revue performed 30 years 
from now in a building erected on 
the site of the present Habimah 
celebrating the good old days of 
1980, when inflation was only 135 
per cent and everybody was making 
money on the stock market. 
Cabinet meetings were jolly sessions 
where the ministers gaily traded in- 
sults. 

The Little Tel Aviv of the Ben 
Amotz-Hefer team, neither of 
whom was bom in 1909, is a place or 
unmitigated happiness. The motive, 
animating all the inhabitants is the 
building of the country. They speak 
_a quaint biblical Hebrew replete 
with Zionist phraseology. A wife 
brings lunch to her construction- 
worker husband (he is not building a 
house; he is building the country), 
and while he eats and showers 
praise on her cooking, she an- 


Rose-coloured memories 



nounces in words from the Song of 
Songs that she is pregnant. His 
mouth full of borsht, the husband 
goes into raptures at the thought of 
the first boy (it must be a boy) born 
in the first Jewish town in 2,000 
years. 

Two Sephardim, properly dressed 
in white with red tarbushes, swing- 
ing the inevitable amber beads, 
speak ruefully but sympathetically 
of their Ashkenazi brethren now 
coming into the country: young men 
and women with no manners, no 
culture to speak of, coarse enough 
to do physical work — like Arabs. 
The two console themselves with 
the hope that the Ashkenazim will 
soon learn from them, and abundon 
black labour to lake jobs in the post 
otl'icc, the customs, banks. 

Any occasion is an excuse for a 
celebration, the entire citizenry par- 
ticipating. There is a ceremony with 
speeches and recitations to in- 
augurate the first street light on 
Herzl Street. And Purim is, of 


THEATRE 
Mendel Kohansky 



Hefer. (Below) Ben Amotz. 



course, a big holiday, complete with 
a Queen EsLher, a Yemenite 
maiden, to adorn the celebration. 

In one scene we see the first 
Jewish policeman in 2,000 yeurs, 
whose chief job is directing the non- 
existent traffic at the corner of 
Herzl and Rothschild. There are 
no thieves or other miscreants but 
the policeman is occasionally called 
to intervene when two neighbours 
get into a mild altercation. One 
neighbour, an irascible fellow, gets 
mad and hits the policeman, who is 
deeply affronted. “You hit a Jewish 
policeman!", he expostulates. The 
culprit hursts into tears, and the 
policeman starts crying ton. They 
agree to forget the incident. 

TUI: INHABITANTS of Little Tel 
Aviv are ‘all devotees of Culture, 
and though they speak Hebrew with 
religious devotion. Culture is what 
comes from Mother Russia. A 
young man wearing a broad- 
brimmed hat and a jacket thrown 
over his shoulders to show that he has 


a poetic sou!, walks around with a 
book, reading Pushkin aloud. It 
makes him a big hit with the girls. 
At a tea party in one of the town's 
better homes a young man plays the 
latest record sent to him from 
Moscow, “Tango Mother Earth" 
{this is a bit of an anachronism; in 
1909 the tango was still danced only 
in Latin America). 

Warsaw is another cultural 
centre that Tel A vivians regard with 
awe. A girl just back from a visit 
to her aunt there talks ecstatically 
and at length of the opera, the 
theatres, the concerts she went to 
there while the young man 
desperately tries to get her into his 
room and into bed. 

There are also some Arabs in Lit- 
tle Tel Aviv, denizens of nearby Jaf- 
fa who come to the Jewish town to 
take jobs as waiters, drivers of 
horse-dniwn gharries. Shabbes 
goyim. They arc not as ZionislicalLy 
inclined as their Jewish neighbours, 
but they arc amiable characters 
whose sole fault is a weakness for 
baksheesh (lips). 

Utile Tel Aviv is a pleasant show- 
one can easily enjoy and just as easi- 
ly forget the moment the Final cur- 
tain comes down. Shmuel Bunini, 
who directed the original version, is 
here too showing his practised 
hand, as the large cast moves 
gracefully across the large stage, 
tastefully equipped by Ruth Dar. 
number flowing effortlessly into 
number. 

The performers seem to be 
having a good lime going through 
their undemanding parts. Moshc 
Becker, the young actor who made 
a memorable debut about two years 
ago a.s the tragic hero in Agnon's -I 
Simple I ale. here reveals his light 
touch to great advantage. I also cn- 
loyed the performance of Mikt 
Kamm. *ho combines a great voice 
with whimsical charm. Of the older 
generation, there arc the incom- 
parable Raphael Klachkin doing a 
cabaret number in Yiddish, and 
Shinulik Segal and Gideon Singer m 
multiple parts. -Z 


Painter with 
a punch 

By MEIR RONNEN 


GABRIEL COHEN. Israel’s out- 
standing living naive painter, 
recently turned to an old folk 
method used by Jewish artists here 
over a century ago: painting on the 
back of glass. His current show of 
new works contains boLh works on 
canvas and glass, but all of them are 
now in acrylics, while Cohen, using 
a lot of white, employs with the 
milky effectiveness of gouache. 
What is lost in precision is made up 
for by greater harmony of 
somewhat softer colour, though the 
show as a whole nevertheless * 
smacks one right between the eyes i 
with its overall chromatic force, 
Subjects are still political, biblical, 
still life or personal psychology, | 
some of the latter involving fantasy | 
painting depicting the painter and 
the owners of the gallery (the artist 
himself is always depicted as the 
steerer of their course or the driver 
of their chariot). Nudes abound and 
Israel-Egyptian peace is symbolised 
by suggested sexual union in a 
biblical setting. Cohen was recently, 
in Egypt and was not surprised to 
find that it "looked the way hfc has 
always painted it." There is also a 
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Gabriel Cohen : "Daniel In the Lion's Den," acrylic on glass, mo 
( Debel Gallery. Eln Karem). 


splendid evocation of a landscape in 
Brittany, where Cohen spent part of 
his childhood. 

NO FEWER than 28 artists, most of 
them Israelis, who have had lithos, 
etchings and screenprinls made at 
Jerusalem's Burston Graphic Centre 
this past year, were represented in a 
show of some 40 prints, which, I 
suspect, were being offered at less 
than their market value, Tor the 
Centre is still struggling to make 
ends meet. The standard of printing 


is uniformly high. Of particular in- 
terest is a beautiful lithograph of an 
interior by Dedi Ben Shaul which 
manages to combine the qualities of 
the technique with the impression 
that it was originally painted in 
watercolour. Intriguing loo is the 
way Israel Hadany has turned one 
of his early abstract sculptures into 
a pool enclosed by a wall and 
archway; nnd the highly personal 
iconography of Zvi Tolkovsky. 

The works were shown at the 
Sara Gilut Gallery in Jerusalem. 


Art and magic 

THE second section of the Israel 
Museum's vast Maremont Pavi- 
lion of Ethnic Arts has been 
opened, the next-to-last phase 
(except for the projected Af- 
rican Art Gallery). Named 
the Faith-Dorian and Marlin 
Wright Gallery of Oceanic and 
American Indian Art, it houses a 
permanent exhibition of some 200 
fascinating ceremonial and 
functional objects from the tribal 
societies of North America, In- 
donesia, Australia, New Guinea and 
other Melanesian and Micronesian 
islands. 

Dispersed over half the globe, 
these highly diversified tribal 
cultures share something of a com- 
mon Asian origin (mesolithic- 
neoliihic-mongoloid, mixed here 
and there with (ouches of 
Caucasoid and Negroid strains) and 
ofteh similar social structures. They 
also share a belief in the magic 
powers inherent in inanimate ob- 
jects, totems and fetishes. 

The amazing variety of exhibits 
displayed here have been donated 
by a number of generous collectors 
from Israel and abroad, including 
Mr. and Mrs. Martin Wright, who 
were here for the opening of the gal- 
lery. ■ 

(Extracted from a review by Art Editor 
Melr Ronnen. ) 



Above: Detail of a Dayak (Borneo) 
hatnpatong or anthropomorphic grave 
post. Below: Detail of an Abelam 
(New Guinea I ancestor figure, gift of 
Mr. and Mrs. Cedric Marks. 
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A new world for 
the less-privileged 


By LEA LEVA VI 
Jerusalem Post Reporter 
VOS I, a I O-year-old boy from a slum 
neighbourhood near Ramat Gan, 
suid "no'' when he was asked if he 
would like to work with a tutor — a 
student from Bar-llan University — 
who could help him with his 
homework. 

Eventually, when his friends who 
accepted tutors told his they were 
going to movies and learning new 
games, Yosi agreed to try it. He 
soon discovered that not only was it 
fun. and not only did it help him 
with hisschoolwork, but it also gave 
him a chance to be a teacher him- 
self. His tutor. Bob, is a student 
from the U.S. now participating in 
Bar-IIan's year abroad programme. 
Bob needs help in Hebrew, 

“One of the things we try lo im- 
press upon the student tutors Is not 
lo look down on the children as if 
they (the tutors) know everything 
and the children are the only ones 
who have to learn," said Eitan 
Retch man, director of the Perah 
programme at Bar-Man. 

The word perah means flower but 
it is also an acronym for “Tutors 
Project.” The project, begun five 
years ago by Ruth and Rony Altar 
(graduate students nl the Weizmann 
Institute) involves tutoring of disad- 
vantaged children by university stu- 
dents on. a one-to-one basis. 

In reLurn for a commitment of 
four hours a week, the students 
receive a scholarship covering 
about 85 per cent of their university 
tuition fees. "With foreign and im- 
migrant .students,” Eitan said "we. 
don't have to give that lecture about 
not being □ know-it-all. Students 
who are -new to Israel are open to 
learning from the children, whether 
it be learning new words in Hebrew 
or learning about Oriental Jewish 
culture and a way of life which isn’t 
the Israol.they sec on campus." 

Perah, functioning at all the 
universities and many other institu- 
tions of higher learning, is expected 
to attract 5,000 student tutors this 
year. Eitan hopes that Bar-llan. 
Israel’s smallest university, will 
provide about 20 per cent or that 
number. ...He thinks the religious 
backgroupgjof many Bar-llan stu- 


dents may have something to do 
with their willingness to volunteer. 

THE RELIGIOUS emphasis at 
Bar-llan also accounts for other 
special aspects of Perah at that uni- 
versity: for example, classes in 
Talmud to help the children (in 
grades four to nine) reach the level 
required by the belter academic 
religious high schools. Eitan would 
like to prepare the boys for a joint 
Bar Mitzva; he has found students 
ready to provide the necessary in- 
struction, but doesn't want to 
launch the project unless he can 
raise funds for a proper Bar Mitzva 
party to which the families can be 
invited. 

Inclusion of newcomers to Israel ; 
as Perah tutors isn't peculiar to Bar- ! 
Man, though Bar-Man’s approach to 
it is different, says Maurice Bortz, 
■coordinator of the foreign and im- 
migrant tutors in Pcruh. 

THOUGH PERAH is a tutoring 
project, it also aims to expand the 
children’s horizons by exposing 
them to experiences they don’t get 
at home: the museum, the library, 
educational games, and a “big 
brother” or "big sister" to emulate. 

Does this frustrate the child by 
making him ashamed of his 
background or showing him 
glimpses of a better life he can’t 
have? "Education experts argued 
that question long and hard as 
Perah developed," Eitan said. “The 
feeling now is that we’re not making 
a comparison aimed at frustrating 
the kid. Rather, we’re showing him 
things which he can strive for and 
achieve ir he succeeds at school and 
learns a trade." 

"I’ve only been on the job a little 
more than a month,” Maurice said 
when asked for anecdotes about his 
foreign and immigrant student 
tutors, “but 1 can tell you two 
things. First of all, [ already see a 
new light in the children’s eyes. It 
reminds me of the way the hozrim 
betshuva (newly religious) look. 
Secondly, the one problem I have is 
that one tutor and child enjoy each 
other’s company so much that they 
don’t want to part when their two- j 
hour sessions are over.” 



At Tel Aviv’s Carmel Market 


What the fruit basket costs 


SHINY RED Israeli pomegranates 
— grown by Orthodox Jews at Kib- 
butz Sde Eliahu — were hung on 
Christmas trees all over Europe last 
month. And consumers in England 
were urged this season to put a 
“Sharon r ’ in the Christmas stocking, 
being the nickname Tor Israeli per- 
simmons sold abroad by the Carmel 
export company. 

These tidbits were gleaned on a- 
visit to the Fruit Production and 
Marketing Board, where I went 
with questions about the composi- 
tion of our local fruit bnsket. 

There -is a general assumption 
that fruits are more expensive than 
vegetables, with the possible excep- 
tion of citrus. 

. A stroll through Tel Aviv’s open- 
air market recently proved this to 
be the case, if one compares prices 
kilo for kilo. There were heaps of 
tomatoes at IS2.50 to IS3 a kilo, 
peppers, cabbages and cauliflowers 
around IS3.50 to ISA But common 
fall and winter fruits were much 
more: bananas 1S6 to 1S8, apples 
IS6 to IS12, pears IS7 to ISIS, per- 
simmons ISf I to (SI 5, avocados 
IS 14 to IS24, Citrus fruits (which 
have their own marketing board) 
were running IS4 to 4.50 Tor oranges 
and grapefruit; IS6 to IS6.5 for 
clementines; and I spotted some of 
the less-known, thick-skinned 
pomelo at IS5. And some circles 


By MARTHA MEISELS 
Jerusalem Post Reporter 


believe that citrus is over-priced to 
the retail consumer. 

There are good reasons for fruits 
costing more than vegetables, says 
the Fruit Production and Marketing 
Board, and particular reasons for 
their high prices this year. Board 
manager Yosef Gores concedes that 
the rise on fruit prices since last 
winter has outpaced the general in- 
flation rate. 

A dunam of fruit trees requires 
more intensive care, and years of 
waiting for its initial yield, while a 
dunam planted with vegetables may 
produce several crops a year, I hey 
(old me. This agricultural year, 
which began in April, saw smaller 
fruit harvests than usual, because of 
the cold spring followed by som$ 
devastating hot days in May. Par- 
ticularly hard hit was the avocudo (a 
fruit, not a vegetable), with this 
winter’s crop only 7,000 tons instead 
of a hoped-for 45,000 tons. 

There were few pears this fall, 
and almost none are left in cold 
storage. There are also neurly 25 per 
cent less apples than usual. Bamum* 
were late in ripening, but there will 
be abundant supplies from January 
until the end of Muy. 

"Will that lower the price?" I 


asked. The reply was, “If the price 
doesn't go up next month, it means 
it's gone down” — because the in- 
flation rate rises by nearly 10 per 
cent each month. 

FRUIT PRICES do not fluctuate as 
wildly as do vegetable prices. This is 
because most fruits cun be kept in 
cold storage und released gradually 
to the market at fairly steady prices, 
whereas most vegetables come 
straight from the fields and are 
priced daily according to supply and 
demand. (In this respect, potatoes 
and onions behave like fruit.) 
Strawberries, just starting their 
season, belong to the Vegetable 
Production Board, us do melons, 
watermelons and everything else 
which prows in nr on the ground. 
The Fruit Board controls all fruit of 
the tree or the vine except citrus. 

A fruit crop which did very well 
this year was the persimmon, twice 
the previous year's yield, and the 
October harvest will keep coming 
out or cold storage through January. 

And the price? At the Curniel 
open-air market, I found some large 
hut oddly misshapen ones for IS 11 a 
kilo. , 

Avocado prices ’are sky-high this 
year because the crop wus so poor. 
The lough-skinned, round uvocados 
have been averaging IS 14 and IS 15 
in outdoor markets, and even more 
in supermarkets. 


AMONG ‘THOUSANDS of 
Christiana who come to Israel each 
year, many express their solidarity 
with efforts to make this country 
green, and their admiration for 
what had .already been ac- 
complished, with trees planted by 
fellow Christians, aroflnd 
Jerusalem or in Galilee. 

It Is well-known that many trees 
along the! Slopes of the Judean hills 
around Yad Vanhorn were planted to 
bear witness to Ute heroic efforts of 
those Gentiles who helped Jows 
during World War II. There is truly 
a healing In nature. Merc words 
cannot replace such a simple act of 
brotherhood. 

And so Christians are beginning 
lo appreciate this unusual type of 
living monument which is special to. 
Israel. More and more, Instead of 
building In Btone and mortar, they 
plant gardens, such as the two we 
mention here. 

Seven trees were planted in th* 
Scgcv forest in Lower Galilee at the 
end of August, 1980. This foroat la 
dedicated to the memory of Italian 
Jows, but these new trees will honor 
a Gentile, one of the Righteous 
among the Nations. 
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Israel’s living monuments 


Dr. Cornelius A. Rljk, a Dutch 
Catholic priest who died cm August 
29, 1979 at the age of 57, would 
probably have ohosen such a 
memorial above all others. It sym- 
bolises his great love for the land of 
Israel and Its people, and bears 
witness to hia all-consuming pas- 
sion for Improving relations 
between Christians and Jews. 


closest friends and eolleag 
Prof. Manfred Vogel 
Northwestern University, “It ] 
exaggeration to say that 
Jewlsh-Chrlstlan dialogue can 
constitute the very heart anc 
sonce of Father Rijk'e life 
became his vocation and miaali 
life to which literally every mor 
of hla awakened oonsciaus life 
devoted.*' 

After teaching Biblical Studli 
the seminary at Warme 
Holland, Father Rljk went to R 
. ^ e ? m . e Sector of the newl 
lablished. Vatican oftine. wi 
deals with relations with the Jei 


CHRISTIAN COMMENT. 
Oikoumenikos 


people. Vatican II "opened the 
doors" of the Catholic Church to 
new dimensions of thought and ac- 
tivity and Father fcljk threw 
himself into this new spirit with all 
hia energies and considerable 
talents. 

He also became director of the 
new 8IDIC organization (Service de 
Documentation Judfio-Chritlenne) 
nm by the Staters of 3lon, whose 
a m is to encourage efforts to Im- 
plement the Vatican Council decree 
on the Catholic Churoh’s relations 
with Judaism; 

Father Rljk initiated courses In 
Judaism and In the Biblical roots 
of Christianity In the different 
international colleges in Rome, 
prepared groups for an In depth 
pilgrimage to Israel and travelled 
from Australia to America giving 
leotures, as well as helping to make 
STOIC, a unique centre of Jewlsh- 
Christian dialogue for the Italian 


and International community in 
Rome. 

At Segev In August, friends and 
oolleguea from Israel, France, 
Ejngland and Italy, and from 
various Interfaith organizations In 
Israel and abroad paid tribute to 
Cornelius Rljk and to the dynamic 
and effective way in which he 
fulfilled his mission of "healing the 
Nations." 

ON SEPTEMBER 20, 1980 an 
Ecumenical Prayer Garden was of- 
ficially opened on the Mount of 
Olives. Finally, after centuries of 
distrust and conflict, Jerusalem 
Christians oan gather faoing the 
age-old walls of Jerusalem and 
pray, free from the barriers of 
denominational intolerance. 

No ohuroh will stand on the spot, 
no gate will ever be olosed; only a 
landsoaped garden of several an- 
cient olive trees surrounded by a 
low etone wall gives the site a feel- 
ing of tlmelessness and quiet. 
The opening of the prayer garden 
was the culmination of the untiring 
efforts of Etienne Boegner, who 
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worked for 10 years to fulfil I 
dream of his father’s. 

During a historic meeting 
botwoon the late Pastor Max 
Boegner of the Egllse Reform^ do 
France (Prosldont of the World 
Council of Churches In Geneva 1949- 
1961 j and the late Pope Paul VI. 
both express od a strong deslro to 
establish a garden In Jerusalem, 
the oity of peace, where, simply 
through quiet reflection and 
prayer, walls would gradually be 
broken down and all men would find 
a harmonious way to the Father. 

Representatives of different 
Christian communities 1° 
Jerusalem attended the inaugura- 
tion, along with many distinguished 
visitors affiliated with major Chris- 
tian groups. The Vatican, the World 
Council of Churches, and the 
Archbishop of Canterbury sent 
representatives. 

Anyone who goes to the garden 
will be reminded of its purpose by 
the plaque on the wall which reads 
in part, "We dedlaate this garden to 
the glory of God, to be a place of 
prayer and spiritual 
refreshment... In passionate desire 
for righteousness and peace for an 
mankind." 
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By HELEN ROSSI 
Donations continue to arrive daily 
for both of The Jerusalem Post's 
fund-raising drives. This makes it 
jossible for much more to be done. 

We would like to 
ask any of our kind 
donors who have 
sent queries or 
complaints, to 
please be patient. 
We are just now 
getting through an 
enormous stack of 
letters that need 
answering. 
Everything will be taken care of, 
and any mistakes will be rectified. 



The Jerusalem Post Toy Fund is 
now taking care of teenage foster 
children, who are about to take 
their first steps as young adults. For 
the moment, we do not know how 
many will receive grants from our 
Special Fund, which is underwritten 
by the sale of the Toy Fund Tops — 
the famous sevevonlm. Our first 
bride, who has already her IS5.000 


Tiberias, 

Many “thank you’s,” accom- 
panied by receipts, indicate that the 
services for the aged division of the 
Ministry of Social Affairs has 
already acted on all of its “Forsake 
Me Not" approved projects. 

From Post reporter Helga 
Dudman, we have the following 
report from Tiberias: 

This city has an unusually large 
number of the venerably old. There 
are 250 men and women over 80 and 
some in their 90‘s — many of whom 
arc bedridden. 

But there is a positive side to this 
demographic fact. "Children here 
arc very attached to their parents," 
says Mordeh.ii Yalouz of the 
Tiberias municipality. He told The 
Jerusalem Post that “families want 
them to remain here in the city, 
where they can be easily visited by 
-UffTrchiiarerr — * • 

We regret an error in the accoun- 
ting of the "Forsake me not” drive 
last week. It was corrected for some 
of the printings. 


A present for our first bride 


grant, is to be married this coming 
week. 

Contributions to The Jerusalem 
Post Toy Fund that came in the past 
few days amount to IS3.I49. This 
brings the total so far to 
IS283.603.I7. Nobody is late — the 
more we receive, the more we can 
do. 

Donations should be sent directly 
to: The Jerusalem Post, P.O.B. 81, 
91000 Jerusalem, Israel. 

The latest donations came from: 

$200 Dr. and Mrs. Morris J. Mandel. 

Cleveland Heights, OH. 

SJ60 From the students of TemplJ* Israel 
* Religious School. Sharon, MA. 

SI 55 From the regular worshippers of 
Congregation Beth Or, Brick Town. N.J., 
and its Rabbi, Robert E. Fierstien. 

SI00 In honour of Mrs. Jean Nedowitz • Fraft 
and Bob Malina, New York, N.Y. 

IS725 Result of the Annual Jerusalem Post 
Toy Fund Penny Auction, by the Assoc, of 
Americans and Canadians Holon/Bai Yam 
Branch. 


$71.30 The Religious School of Temple B'nai 
iarael. Aurora, III. (K. and 1st grade • 
$11.61; 2nd and 3rd grade - $12.25; 4th 
grade - 51 l.l I; Slh grade • $20.1 1: fith grade 
- $3.56; 7th grade - $4.84; fith grade $4.22 
and Confirmation dais - $3.60). 

$70 Stanley and Karola MUIer, Silver Spr- 
ing, MD. 

ISSQ0 fa honour of my granddaughter Gobi 
Nathan's Bat Mitzvah - Mrs, Aine Nathan, 
Johannesburg, S.A. 

IS400 Shelley and Darron Katz, Raanana. 

$50 Congregation Beth Am Israel, Narberttl, 
PA. C. Krallberg, Winnipeg, Canada. Mrs. 
Ida Fox, Brookline, MA. Benjamin S. 
Shaped, Beverly Hills, CA. 

1S350TWA - Tran* World Airline, Tel Aviv. 

IS2S0 In loving memory of my late husband - 
L.L. 

$30 Rabbi and Mrs. David M. FelSman, 
Brooklyn, N.Y. 

$26 The 39 and Holding Oroup, Sacramento, 

ca: 

$25 Binghamton. N.Y. • In thanksgiving for a 
wonderfal family. Harold and Sylvia Podall, 
Novata, W. Va. 7-year-old Lee Kole, 
Aurora, III., who felt he had enough birth- 
day presents and that his parents should 
donate to the Toy Fund. 


$20 Dr. Gerald M. Friedman, Troy, N.Y. Etta 
Spier BBO Chapter 372, Greemboro, N.C. 

IS 1 40 In honour of out dear children, Elyssa, 
Yoiiaian and Arlclla Roaatyn and David 
Moss, Jerusalem. 

$18 In loving memory of our parents Beatrice 
and Sam Usher Schwartz Rita and David 
Cohen, Brooklyn, N.Y. Much love to Rubi, 
Ariel and Yafr at L'bavoi Habaihan - Doris, 
Al and Karen Strauss, Fair Lawn, N.J. Deb- 
bie. Randee, Michelle and Jamie Robbins, 
Baltimore, MD. Norman L. Adolf, Garden 
City. N.Y. In loving memory of Saba 
Pickholu - from the grandchildren. In 
recognition of the tremendous work done 
by Kibbutz Gezer - RosaJyn and Meyer 
Silver, Winnipeg, Canada. In honor of our 
Russian cousins • Zina, Ron and Avlana 
Eisenberg, Shreveport, LA. 

SI 5 Kurt and Belfa Beer, W. Palm Beach, FL. 

IS 100 N. K. Haifa. In Memory of Doron. 

$10 Adams Street Tower Hill School, 4ih 
Grade Claaa - Randolph, MA. Miriam 
Rosenfcld, Albany, N.Y. Milton and Ruth 
Bolno, Philadelphia, PA. Dov, Gila, Aliza, 
A riel la . with regards from David Szonyi, 
New York. N.Y. Cecil and Claire Arnold, 
St. George's, Bermuda. In memory of 
beloved brother Sam and nephew Joel - 
Sylvan Orth, Pittsburgh, PA. 


IS72 In loving memory of my late husband. 
Prof. Dr. Willy Hirsch - Raya. 

$9 In loving memory of my mother, Leah 
Oshinsky Cohen, New Britain, Conn, and 
maternal grandfather Abraham Joseph 
Oshinsky. an ardent Zionist who went on 
aliya in 1936; In loving memory of my dear 
husband Moshe Chaim Cohen. New Jersey 
and my dear sister-in-law Miriam Simhon 
of Haifa, an ashei hayil; In honour of the 
birth of two sabras in 19S0 - Ziv Sperling of 
Kiryai Haim and Ainat Burg, Jerusalem, 
my grand niece and nephew, and my Israeli 
nieces and nephews - all of these messages 
come from Shoshana Cohen of New Jersey. 

ISS4 In loving memory of Lela and Dr. Isaac 
Alfandary - R.H.. Haifa. 

ISSO In loving memory or Fay - The Shers. 
Mark Levin, Ramat Gan. Tami, Ruthicand 
Judy, Tel Aviv, tn memory of my beloved 
husband Theo Komkjghner who passed 
away 5 yean ago. Pamela Rlchmon, Kfar 
Saba. M. Levin, Ramat Gan. 

$7 Jewish Community Center of Paramus, N.J. 
— Class Aleplr. Stacy F„ Stacy W„ 
Stephanie, Laurie, Marc, Michael, Melissa 
and Greg; Class Bet: Neil. Jason, William, 
Danny, Billy G.. Adam, Danielle, Lori, El- 
len. Elise. Danielle L., Adam H., Billy F. 

IS-JO In loving memory of my late husband. 
Leo Aryeh. 

IS25 Anonymous, Haifa. 

ISIS Anonymous. Jerusalem. 

ISI0 Anonymous. 


the town where children want their parents to be near 


FORSAKE JflE SOI” 


The total received so far for The 
Jerusalem Post "Forsake me not" 
drive is IS764, 089.90. You are not 
too late. Any contributions arriving 
now will only help us do more. 

Your donations should be sent 
directly to: The Jerusalem Post, 
P.O.B. 81, Jerusalem 91000, Israel. 
If you are contributing to both 
funds please use separate cheques. 

Donations were received Inst 
week from: 

$150 Anonymous. Cimarron. KA. 

5100 In honour of the recent marriage of my 
daughter Elena and Jeffrey Babich — Estel- 
le G. Sapltcki. Miami Beach, FL. On (he 
occasion >*f the Bar Mueva in Tel Aviv of 
J.tycpli Feldman, from his grandfather and 
parents. L & J E._FeMnun. Melbourne. 
Australia. 

IS745 Harry Toban. Vancouver. Canada. 
15500 in loving memory or Herbert Nathan — 
from hn wife Asne. children and 
grandchildren. In memory of my late hus- 
band Paul Astron. In memory of our 


beloved Joseph Karo, Anonymous, Kiryat 
Motzkin. 

1S400 Ormann, Jerusalem. Joel and Joyce 
Katz. Raanana. 

DM 100 fa memory of my grandparents — Leib 
Oumpel, Munich. W. Germany. 

$50 In memory of my father, George Edels- 
tein. my son. Jon Edelstein, both of San 
Francisco, my friend Guy Golan, Kibbutz 
Maayan Baruch and my friend Dan Segal. 
Kibbutz Kfar Blum — Maurice Edelstein, 
San Francisco, CA. 

ISJ60 In memory of Leo Chcrnin. Physics 
Dept.. Bcn-Gurion University — 
Anonymous, Becrsheba. From a Dutch 
Christian from Rotterdam 

$25 In honour of our children in Jerusalem. 
Brando. Uani and Shua Jane — Mr. and 
Mrs. S. Appelboum, Chicago. 111. 
Binghamton. N.Y. Anonymous — in 
thanksgiving fur being saved alive. Praise 
G-d, t hope this finds you all well and happy 
— Vernon f. Baumgardner and Family, 
Paint Desen. CA. 

ISUto Anonymous, Jerusalem. 

IS 1 75 Mrs Schlcgel-Slcecklc. Stuttgart. Ger- 
many — In memory of Dr. Oottlleb Roths- 
tcin of Haifa. 

120 In loving memory of my mother Leila, 
father Theodore Martin Hembd, my grand- 
parents Anna and Francis Hembd, Aunt 
Virginia, and Uncle Carl Fritchman, Aunt 


Rachel Sadler, Grandma Lena and 
Grandpa Herman Gerhardt Kruempel and 
in honour of my brothers Lowell, Thomas. 
Roy end Joseph Hembd and sister Shirley 
Jcnn Rockman, and in gratitude for our 
children David and Judy, Bill and Linnea, 
Mury and Ron Coltman — Virginia and 
Fred Campbell, Casper, WYO. Jeanne and 
Lucille, Los Angeles. CA. 

SIB In loving memory of our grandparents 
Dons and Alfred Strauss — Doris and 
Alfred Strauss, Fair Lawn, N.J. In loving 
memory of our parents Beatrice and Sam 
Usher Schwartz — Rita and David Cohen. 
Brooklyn, N.Y. in recognition of the 
tremendous work dune by Kibbutz Gezer 
— Roslyn and Meyer Silver. Winnipeg. 
Canada. 

LSI 1 5 Anonymous. Tel Aviv 

515 In memory of Mrs. Pecker, mother, Gen 
Rosen, Kfar Viikin — Celmas Family. 
Chestnut Kill. MA Sylvia K. linen. Great 
Neck. N.Y. 

IS 1130 Hannah Ben-Shlomo. Rehovot Lor- 
raine and Gerald K easel. Yitzhak Nadcl. 
Jerusalem In memori of my late husband 
Dr. Ca'rt ‘Lewin. Mirjam Gotihcimcr. 
Jerusalem. Roalar. Beersheba 

$10 In honour of Michael and Sharon Stray- 
sleld and the publication of the Third 
Jewish Catalog — David Szonyi. New York. 
N.Y. In memory of Saba David Zinger. Tel 


Aviv, and my father Charles Bolno — Ruth 
and Milton Bolno, Philadelphia, PA. 
Miriuni Rcucnlclil, Albany, N.Y'. Helen 
Jacoby. New Y'ork. N.Y*. In honour of Rab- 
bi Dr. A. Fabian. OBE - H.S. Blanks. 
Casilccrag. NSW, Australia. 

IS75 Anonymous. Gmcr. 

1S60 In fuvmg memory of my fate husband. 
Leo Aryeh. In memory of my late husband 
Philip Hurwiu — F. Huiwilz, Kibbutz 
Y-isur 

IS54 Johanna Kellner. Nof Yam. 

IS50 In loving memory of Fay — The Shers, 
Kibbutz Nir Lliyahu In loving memory of 
Ziiitff Joe The children in heaven have a 
uunderful grandfather — PH Al Jacobs. 
Toronto. Canada Anonymous. Bat Y'um 
Silvia I Uivcovitz, Tel Aw. In memory of 
Mn uni Marie Meyer — it F,. Haifa In 
loving memory of Rita Orm — A. Orni. 
Jcrii'.ilvm 

V In inem-nv «f John .«nJ Lillian Grccnbauiu 
— Soma t ireenMum, Sea Cliff N.Y Albert 
,m>t Miriam K-ven. tlarkshurg, W. Va 
t-mma I* Cohen. UU»<ntfic1d. CT. 

|M i Aru'iiyniouv Hat $ am In honuut of the 
Shit a.' no re r Rcbbe who wae buried this 
week in Jerusalem — Anonymous. 
Anonymous. Jerusalem 
I SI 2 Anonymous. Tel Aviv 
ISIU In memory of my late sister. Muni 
Rosenthal — Dr Ella Rosenthal, Rishon 
Lezion 


Justice— even 
if delayed 

By HENRIETTE BOAS 
Jerusalem Post Correspondent 
THERE IS no statute of limitations 
on seeing justice done to those 
Righteous Oentiles who saved 
Jewish lives during the Nazi occupa- 
tion in Europe. Now more than 35 
years since the German occupa- 
tion ended, another 87 persons in 
The Netherlands have been 
honoured with Yad Vashem awards. 

(Yad Vashem is the official Israeli 
government authority for the 
remembrance of the Holocaust). 

The vast majority of the 
recipients are silver-haired and not 
a few at the awards ceremony at the 
Congress Centre in Utrecht last 
month walked with a cane. There 
are several reasons why recognition 
has come so late. 

Awards result only from the in- 
itiative of the Jews saved. Many of 
them were small children at the 
time. Only when they reach 
adulthood do they set the wheels in 
motion to honour their former 
friends. And then the mills of Yad 
Vashem grind slowly indeed. Each 
application must be thoroughly 
checked so that only the truly 
deserving receive the award. 
Among the posthumous awards 
presented this year, two went to 
Righteous Gentiles who had died 
less than a month before the 
.ceremony. 


I 



An ambulance has been donated to Magen David Adorn in Israel by 
Raymond Saul Sherbany of London (right) in memory of his son and 
daughter-in-law, Meyer and Sally, who died in JLos Angeles on 23rd of 
May 1976. On left is Mr. Sherbany ’s son Solly. 


An ancient practice is revived: Mohel replaced by Father 


SEVERAL NEWBORN babies in 
the Galilee have recently been cir- 
cumcised by their fathers, in a 
revival of the practice begun by 
Abraham. 

The fathers were persuaded to do 
without a professional mohel by a 
young rabbi who recently arrived in 
Kifyat Shmona. 


The rabbi, who wishes to remain 
anonymous, instructed the fathers 
in the circutnscision technique and 
stood by as they fulfilled the biblical 
commandment. It was reported that 
the mothers appeared a bit more 
overwrought than usual. But there 
were no mishaps. 

M.H. 


Water in the wilderness 


Portion of the Week: Be-Shallah. 
Exodus 13.17 — 17.6. The verse dis- 
cussed is 14.27, 

THROUGHOUT their wanderings 
in the wilderness of Sinai, the 
Children of Israel were plagued by a 
lack or water. After they crossed the 
Red Sea, they “went three days 
without water,” and the water they 
found at last was so bitter as to be 
undrinkable (15.23). When they 
came to Rephidim, Moses had to 
strike the rock to produce the much 
needed water. 

Only in one place, mentioned in 
this week’s portion, did they come 
upon an ample supply: "And they 
came to EUm, where they found 12 
springs of water and 70 palm trees, 
and they encamped there by the 
waters” (15.27). Obviously there 
they enjoyed the luscious fruit and 
the shade of the spreading palms. 

By sheer coincidence, the tomer, 
as the date palm is called in the Bi- 
ble, is also mentioned in the Haflara 
of this week, which deals with the 
prophetess Deborah. She “sat un- 
der the tomer between Ramah and 
Beth El In the hill country of 
Ephraim where she judged." In fact, 
the tree came to be known as “the 
Tomer of Deborah." 

The date palm is given another 
name in the Talmud — dekel — and 
the best-known mention of the date 
in the Bible paradoxically does not 
eifen mention It by name. That 


TORA AND FLORA 
L.l. Rabinowitz 



reference is the oft-repeated 
description of -the Land of Israel as 
"a land flowing with milk and 
honey.’* That "honey" is also 
enumerated among the seven 
agricultural products that, in the 
words of the rabbis, are "the glory 
of the Land of Israel," in Deut. 8.8. 
Six of them ■— wheal, barley, the 
vine, the fig, the pomegranate and 
the olive" — are referred to by 
name; the seventh is not. 

It Is called “dvash,” honey, which 
possibly could be either bee honey 
or the juice dripping from any fruit. 

It was laid down, and universally 
accepted, that in both these verses 
the reference Is to date honey, and 
only as a result of this interpreta- 
tion, does the date palm take its 
rightful place among the choice 
fruits of the Land of Israel. 
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DENNIS SILK is an 
Englishman living In the Le- 
vant. Since arriving In 
Jerusalem in 1B5B and planting 
himself in a rundown atone 
house overlooking Mt. Zion, he 
has sat like Jonah In the shadow 
of his city to see what would 
become of It. Fortunately, Silk 
has a fine eye and ear and a 
touch of English eooentrlcity, 
tending towards the phan- 
tasmal and extraordinary. Not 
the miraculous, just the plain 
extraordinariness of everyday 
lifo. A further blessing Is that 
Silk has not forgotten his 
English lyric poets. They buzz 
about him like the "eternal fly 
from England." 

Silk’s poems are Intensely 
private. In the poet's own 
words, "it dizzies to oil mb so 
high toward the plebeian." The 
public is thus requested to leave 
its legislative acta for another 
day and to listen for a moment 
to one uncommon man's 
dreams tucked under his hat. 

The Punished Land openB 
with a selection from Silk's ear- 
ly poetry. The poet la here at his 
most formally elegant and la 
visibly at pains to adjust his 
English sensibility to what 
Melville aptly called the 
"diabolical landscape" of the 
Jiidean hills: 

It was not the mineral silence 
scared me 

between limestone hills. 

The life of my feet did not scare 
me 

between limestone Mils. 

It was the mineral sap of the 
thorns, 

It was dry souls working a 
language out, 

making in limestone a mouth, 
scared me 

nHd'beat'the traveller back. 

"Thorns" 

MAKING IN limestone a mouth 
has been Silk's primary task. In 
such early poems as "Gog and 
Magog," "Passive between 
Hills," "tn the Everlasting," 
"Guide to Jerusalem," 
"Letters from an Angel," "Mid- 
summer, ” and "The Wadi," he 
succeeds tn speaking quietly 
and persistently of the "sar- 
castic edge" from which the 
harsh beauties of Jerusalem 
are beheld. The vision is troubl- 
ed, restive. 

It is a town of cracked 
limestone, of paupers and 
ghosts, the landscape Is chalky, 
cruel and dry. Even in these 
early poems Silk Is painfully 
aware of its extremities, echo- 
ing Blake's "There Is a place 
where Contrarieties are equally 
true." 

She watches from a window of 
the Ark 

her frightened children drown- 
ing in the dark. 

"Couplets" 

The language is controlled, un- 
hurried, touched with lyric 
grace: 

She was the rockface talking: 
when he looked up 
from his trembling hold, he saw 
her doves 

circling above vertigo; when he 
looked down 

her pools were waiting for the 
sound of him. 

"The Wadi' 

Silk presses his consciousness 
hard upon the rugged landscape 
In an effort to enrich and be 
enriched by Its seemingly un- 
yielding nature, its 
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Poet’s vision 


THE PUNISHED LAND Poems 
by Dennis Silk, New York, Vik- 
ing and Penguin Books. 106 pp. 
$12.05 and $7.90. 

Gabriel Levin 


"ponderable stone." And 
something Indeed yields. 
Gradually, unexpectedly, we 
witness the working out of a 
new language. Given the for- 
midable skill of Silk's early 
poems, it is all the more sur- 
prising to witness such arefutal 
of old securities of rhythm and 
. voice. 

Refutal may be too harsh a 
word. For what we witness is 
the Increasing presence of an 
antlphonal voice, a fragment- 
ary, mysterious double, hinted 
at as an elusive part of the 
Landscape in Silk's early poems 
and now incorporated as a spec- 
tral voice haunting the poems' 
texture: "Under the heartbeat 
a phantom/saying it is not I who 
stir the sugar." 

IN THE SECOND section of 
The Punished Land, we are in- 
troduced to Silk'B growing spec- 
tral vision. Pure lyricism and 
narrative completeness are 
now given somewhat of a shake. 
The language is oblique, 
urgent, at times telegraphic. An 
irresistible genuineness of 
voice replaces what is lost In 
Immediate accessibility and 
elegance. 

There is one in the half-light 
works. 

I hear tyou clearly , Otsar 
Vallejo. 

In the half-light you whisper 
my new address, 

Entering, 

I wear, the dun-coloured coat of 
poverty. 

Like the beetle I found 
this simple colour on a long 
road. 

"The Constitutional" 

Silk befriends the beetle. This 
Is no small encounter, for at 
least In the writing of verse it is 
the beetle which offers Silk his 
most original voice. Marvell 
sought guidance from the Glo- 
Worm, Silk from the Pharaoh 
bug: 

This beetle 

cannot be christened again 
because 

it has been ohristened by the 
dusty skin of air. 


7n a place ashy as chalk pits it is 
diminished, 

it is no longer honourable, no 
longer a beetle, 
it is Joseph in a chalk pit 
looking at the bad brothers 
above. 

In his simple shirt he muef 
answer all the brothers. 

"The Beetle" 

Silk is In his element. 
Readers should keep an eye on 
his beetle as it treks along the 
pages of The Punished Land, 
now plain bug and now scarab, 
eventually turning Into the 
"Gold bug of good counsel." 

When It is not the beetle, it Is 
a small antlphonal voice speak- 
ing "under the heartbeat," and 
when not exactly under the 
heartbeat, It is speaking out of 
cupboards, travelling bags, lit- 
tle toes and big toes. It is a 
voice speaking from the most 
unexpected havens of our lives. 

The Punished Land contains 
Its own hard-won order ' and 
truths. Silk journeys to 
England; he returns to Israel — 
or Palestine, "her best name" 
— with a final farewell to 
England ("To shake off English 
Aleep at Calais!"). The poems, 
though, with all their ahuttlings 
and tracing of personal events, 
are hardly confessional. Rarely 
does the whole poet speak out. 
Silk finds his voice by losing It 
in the poem's texture, where 
"the eye of verse," as Silk will 
have it, does its own looking and 
thinking. 

THE EYE of verse, then, 
beholds Palestine anew, and 
Jerusalem, "A whitening 
township in the big country." 
The eye of verse beholds and 
fairly explodes with activity: 

Jumping down I found 
Palestine 
mined for kicks. 

Several soldier-jokers oalled 
out in khaki. 

Watch out, my boots said, 
watch out when the laoes fly 
through holes of convenience. 

Weather is otherwise. 

Time to go home, second toe 
said. 

"Watch Out!" 

Silk is possessed by the 
Palestine bug, a Palestine in 
the heart of the Levant, and a 
Hiemsalem perched over the 
aby B s. ' 'Watch Out ! " is the first 
of a sequence of Soldier-Silk 


poems. 8oldler-Silk in "phan 
tasmal army boots, and a khaki 
Bible"; Soldier-Silk scanning 
the horizon with binoculars 
which "Carry the dream- 
burden"; Soldier-Silk the fic- 
tionalized brother of that other 
anomaly-at-arms, Soldier- 
Schwelk. 

Silk's consciousness is a dis- 
placed and wounded one, yet 
like Huffy Henry of Berryman's 
Dream Songs, Soldier Silk la 
never quite as eloquent and 
endearing as when discom- 
fited. Discomfort buoys Silk's’ 
imaginative faculties: 

We worked for the Father up 
there, 

pushing the daylight weight of 
Ala gun 

round the half-cirole of our 
patience. 

Father, poor Father, we say, 
at Lights Out we scoop out 
a foxhole in the Mother. 

( Father , poor Father, till wash- 
ed 

by suoh tears his wife allows.) 

"Sleeping Gun-Crew" 

"Sleeping Gun-Crew” Is also 
one more instance in whloh 
transformations occur. The 
heavenly and the earthly are 
called into play and the poet's 
plain battle-weary speech 
heightens the poem's brief, 
startling awakening: "Adonai, 
poor Adonai, /in stretcher-sleep 
our brain grows." 

IN THE REMAINING poems in 
The Punished Land the poet 
becomes Increasingly aware of 
the fine boundary which divides 
the earthly and celestial; 
"death-flecks" and, alter- 
natively, brief moments of 
transparency, haunt the poems' 
texture and deepen the poet’s* 
Imaginative resources: 

/ died almost: now I'm the 
blue jay's feather 
urtdus thinned and keeping a 
good height 

above s moke of smoke dingy ing 
the valley 

and rising from stacks where 
others lie. 

"Hospital” 
In the poem "Silence, and 
Stealth of Dayes," one of the 
finest in this collection, 
Jerusalem is hocused into its 
own double existence, and, as 
the Zohar will have it, heavenly 
Jerusalem desconds to earth 
and vice versa: 

And now a milky hand pulls me 
up Into the clouds' 
or I pull dewn a milky hand 
and tardy and greedy. 

Enveloped In a "cloud of all 
souls,” of dream and myth, Silk 
courts Jerusalem, the Dark 
Lady and lost bride of the Kab- 
baliats, evoked here as 
S6raphlta: 

Aurora 

who tilted toward heaven 
S6raphita 

cozened into pure being. 

And so Silk the Englishman 
pursues "the underground 
waters of the Lady" in the Le- 
van* (‘‘That sticky Levant egg, 
he told himself. All garllo and 
nope. ) and in doing so he may 
ve *2 W ®11 b® her finest explorer. 

There is no doubt that the 
publication of The Punished 
Lana calls for celebration and 
the doffing of hats. For the 
poet s insistence on seeing and 
speaking in his own way makes 
for some dizzy reading by "the 
quiet table of poetry." □ 
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ENGLISH-HEBREW DIC- 
TIONARY compiled by Prof. M. 
Segal and Mr. M.B. Dagut! 
Jerusalem, Kirluth Sepher 
Publishing House. 840 pp. IS68.40. 

Marion Lupu 


THIS TWO-VOLUM E dictionary is 
intended for two classes of reader: 
(a) Hebrew-speaking Israelis (high- 
school pupils, university students, 
members of the professions, 
businessmen, and that mythical 
military figure, the General 
Reader) who require a reliable 
source of information about the 
vocabulary of contemporary 
English, spoken and written; and(b) 
English-speaking learners of 
Hebrew, as an aid to the enlarge- 
ment of their active Hebrew 
vocabulary. 

With such readers in mind, the 
approximately 50,000 entries have 
been restricted to the ‘‘central" 
vocabulary commonly employed by 
speakers and writers of English to- 
day. Technical and specialist terms 
have thus been excluded — with the 
exception of those which have 
gained widespread currency outside 
the restricted fields in which they 
originated (e.g. crescendo, in- 
trovert, syncopate, trauma). 

What the average reader will 
probably welcome — in addition to 
the translations, and (he provision 
of a helpful definition where . no 
translation exists — is the inclusion 
of compound-words. Under gutter, 
for example, wc find gutter-press 
and gutter-snipe. Idioms, too. are ex- 
plained: following hang, we haw 
hung hack, hang on and hang one's 
head — none of which can be tran- 
slated word fur word. And under 
clnuil, we find cloud over, and in the 
clouds ns well as under a dmd 
(inclining suspected), which will no 
doubt clarify matters for many high- 
school pupils who. like the boy in 
Thurhcr’s "Secret World of Idiom." 
might create surrealistic pictures in 
their imagination on hearing that 
someone had left town under a 
cloud. 

ANOTHER praiseworthy feature is 
the dear indication or stylistic level 
(literary and formal, colloquial and 
informal; slung and very informal). 
This should prevent the users of this 
dictionary from Introducing, say. 
yesteryear into conversation, or in- 
cluding phrases such us in a JiJfy in 8 
literary composition. . 

And a query: if the users of this 
dictionary ure high-school pupils 
und universtiy students, and other 
presumably intelligent persons, as 
well as English-speuking learners of 
Hebrew, was it necessary to include 
so many derivatives? Going back to 
qur cloud, we find cloudily as well as 
cloudiness, and cloudlessly as well as 
cloudless — and cloudlessness. And 
if the user learns the meaning of 
Irishman, is it necessary to explain 
Irishwoman ? 

I am perhaps cavilling; for any 
lexicographer is forever seeking 
that elusive compromise between 
maximum explicitness (.whichjijay 
result in redundajtcy-)T* nti 
minimum explanation (which may 
sell his readers short). Instead or 
complaining, I should commend the.;: 
compiler for the explicitness of n»' 
work, and the publishers for the 
clarity of the lay-out. I hope' that . 
this dictionary will reach a wide and 
appreciative public. p 
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ABOUT 18 months ago, Dr, 
Aharon Kfir climbed down from his 
ivory tower at the University of 
Haifa — where he taught public ad- 
ministration — and flew to New 
York to direct operations of all the 
sliya emissaries in North America. 

"It's something of a disadvantage 
to be an academic in this job,” said 
Kfir in an interview with The 
Jerusalem Post during home leave. 
"Sometimes I’m treated as if I'm 
remote from reality; I'm told: ‘This 
Isn’t a university.”’ 

One decided advantage is that 
Kfir arrived from outside the 
Zionist establishment to direct the 
Israel Aliya Centre in New York. 
He doesn’t have to make all the 
usual noises expected of an es- 
tablishment man about "American 
Jewish Zionists” and the "great 
contribution of devoted givers.” 

He is trying to apply his ad- 
ministrative expertise (the UN of- 
fered him a prestigious job in New 
York that he turned down a few 
years ago) to make the emissary 
network more efficient and effec- 
tive. 

But his straightforward ways have 
got him into trouble. Jewish Agency 
Executive chairman Arye Dulzin 
sent Kfir a stiff letter of reprimand a 
year ago after the aiiya centre direc- 
tor criticized Executive policy. Kfir 
had told a radio reporter in New 
York that, if the World Zionist 
Organization intended to cut emis- 
sary work by 20 per cent, it might as 
well dismantle the entire aiiya ap- 
paratus. 

And then a few months ago, 
Charlotte Jacobson, the chairman 
of the WZO's American section, 
demanded Kfir's dismissal after he 
wrote a letter to the aiiya depart- 
ment chairman in Jerusalem calling 
the se c tion “a useless and inef- 
ficient organization that costs the 
Jewish People many millions of dol- 
lars and acts as a brake and barrier 


The question of immigration and emigration has become a key topic in 
recent weeks. In the two reports on this page JUDY SIEGEL gives an 
insight into aspects of the issue. 


Outspoken emissary 


to orderly operations of the WZO in 
the U.S." 

THE ALIYA emissaries threatened 
to resign collectively if Kfir were 
fired, and Dulzin tried to calm down 
Charlotte Jacobson. She then 
relented a little, merely remarking 
that Kfir should not be reappointed 
to his post this summer. 

Despite the angry telegrams that 
flew across the Atlantic during the 
affair, Kfir has not relented. “It's 
still not clear to me what the 
American section does. No one ex- 
plained it to me before 1 started in 
New York, and I still haven't 
figured it out. I know that they fly to 
Israel to attend meetings and con- 
gresses...." 

Kfir adds that, as a professor of 
public administration, "if I see inef- 
ficiency, 1 try to do something about 
it." 

He also opposes the “legitimiza- 
tion of sterile Zionism” in the 
Diaspora, that is giving honour, 
power and money to Zionist 
organizations whose members and 
leaders don't intend to come on 
aiiya and fulfil the basic Zionist 
tenet. Kfir wants un official distinc- 
tion made between "supporters or 
lovers oflsracl" — who give money, 
offer political support and the like 
— and "Zionists” — who intend to 
seUle here. 

IF SUCCESS as an aiiya centre 
director is measured in numbers of 



Aharon Kfir 


new olim, Kfir did not do well in 
1980. Only 2.600 immigrants from 
the U.S. and Cunada arrived during 
the past year. 

Kfir maintains that most factors 
affecting the number of olim arc 
“out of our hands." This is par- 
ticularly so in the case of Israel's 
economic image in America. "The 
image of these problems is even 
worse than the reality," he points 
out. “When American Jews hear of 
triple-digit inflation and unemploy- 


ment, they wonder how anyone can 
live in Israel.” Americans are un- 
used to the linkage system that 
keeps Israelis at least partially 
afloat; moreover, they do. not 
realize the mild nature of Israeli un- 
employment compared to the night- 
mare of unemployment in many 
parts of the U.S. 

Still, Kfir is pleased with a major 
change he says he h<" made in the 
aiiya department. Instead of dealing 
only with aiiya applicants, the emis- 
saries go out to target groups who 
are likely candidates for aiiya: stu- 
dents (there are over half a million 
Jewish students in North America); 
and Jews who have taken part in 
various study and work programmes 
here (there are more than 100,000 of 
them). 

LAST YEAR, the number of emis- 
saries in North America was 
reduced from 32 to 28. And soon, 
there will be only about 21. But this 
doesn't worry Kfir too much, since 
emissaries from other WZO deparl- 
ments, especially Youth and 
Hehulutz, arc being trained for this 
work. 

Sonic of those approached 
declined to take on the extra work: 
they said- they were too busy or that 
it would "clash" with their jobs. 
Oihers accepted. 

Kfir is heartened also by the 
impressive growth of aiiya move- 
ments among young American Jews 
who commit themselves to settle in 


Israel within a certain period. One 
oF the forerunners was TEL EM in 
California. There is also the North 
American Aiiya Movement, Reshit 
Geula (a modern Orthodox group), 
and 26 gar'lnim (settlement groups) 
with 20-150 members each. Youth 
movements loo, says Kfir, are 
becoming more militant on the sub- 
ject of aiiya. 

He senses a feeling of confusion, 
and of frustration with American 
society, among young Jews who 
could be saved from drugs or from 
involvement in some cult or other 
through settlement in Israel. Kfir 
hopes that the aiiya figure from the 
U.S. and Canada will approach 
5,000 in 1981. 

Aliya among the retired could be 
promoted if private developers 
would build "Sun City-like" retire- 
ment villages here, for pensioners 
who have dollar incomes. 


LOCAL AMERICAN Jewish com- 
munities cannot morally act as aiiya 
promoters and emissaries ("it is 
hypocritical to tell another Jew to 
go on aiiya if you're not planning it 
yourself) but Kfir snys that they 
can be helpful in organizing farewell 
parties to honour departing olim, 
and in setting up mortgage funds. 

He thinks that most or his emis- 
saries are "excellent, hard-working 
and motivated''; but he would like 
to find better qualified former 
Western olim for the work. 
However, such successful olim are 
reluctant to return to the Diaspora. 

Meanwhile, with his two-year 
lerm drawing to a close. Kfir i* un- 
decided about whether to ask for 
another year in New York, He has 
lost money by closing down the con- 
sultant's office he had in Haifa, and 
he misses university life. But his job 
at the aiiya centre is a "challenge, ” 
and he would like to see the com- 
pletion of things he started. 


WHAT CAN one cail them? 
Russians? Americans? Jews? 
American Jews? Russian 
Americans? Or, just maybe, future 
citizens or the Slate of Israel? 

The four teenagers — natives of 
Moscow, Minsk, Lvov and Kiev ■— 
have lived in the U.S. for the last 
three or four years. Leaving the 
Soviet Union on Israeli visas, they 
"dropped out" along the trail that 
bus brought nearly 200,000 Russian 
Jews to Israel in the last decade. 

Of course, while Israelis call them 
"dropouts," they can hardly be 
blamed for their actions, since it 
was their parents’ decision. They 
and a fifth young man — Igor 
Sadetsky (formerly of Czernowitz, 
now of Memphis, Tennessee) — 
recently arrived to study for seven 
months in Jerusalem. With the ac- 
quiescence, blessing or encourage- 
ment of their parents, these 
Russian-American-Jews have given 
Israel a second chance. 

"I FEEL stateless," says George 
Sirota, a 17-year-pld who now lives 
on Ocean Parkway in Brooklyn. 

“I’m a cosmopolitan," asserts 
Sofya Nikolskaya, a 16-year-old 
blonde from Russia’s capital who 
now lives in Normal, Illinois, a town 
or 30,000. 

“I feel Jewish, I suppose, but by 
history and not by religion,” says 
Julia Katz, who moved from Minsk 
to Minneapolis with her parents 
four years ago. "My mother’s family 
were killed in Hitler’s concentration 
camps. I like America for all it’s 
done for us, but 1 know that in Ger- 
many, too, the Jews felt at home." 

THE GIRLS ARE studying at 
Michlelel Bruria, a post-high school 
institute' of Jewish learning for 



From left: Julia Katz, Sofya Nikolskaya, Lorisa Fishgall and George Sirota. 


Adventure in 


Diaspora and Israeli students. 

The boys are studying at Yeshival 
Hamivtaiy a similar institution 
which, like Michlelet Bruria, was 
founded by Rabbi Haim Brovender. 

The teenagers are part of a new 
experiment by Youth Aliya, 
designed to bring young dropouts to 
Israel with the hope that some of 
the Jewishness — if not the 
Israeliness — will rub off on them, 
and perhaps save them from the 
whirlpool of American assimilation. 

With 1 7,000 disadvantaged Israeli 
youth and 2,500 immigrants 
studying and living in Youth Aliya 
institutions, th? addition of Russian 
Jews from America is hardly a bur- 
den. "Their parents paid for their 
flights to and from Israel,” explains 
Binyamin Amiran, a Youth Aliya 
deputy director-general in charge of 
overseas affairs. "The rest is paid, 
for by us and the Education 
Ministry." 


The participants were contacted 
through advertisements placed in a 
Russian newspaper in the U.S. by 
the Al Tldont organization, which 
works among dropouts. 

NEITHER MONEY nor facilities is 
a limiting factor, says Amiram. If 
the experiment succeeds, "we could 
take in -hundreds a year. The only 
necessity is enough interest among 
Russian Jews in the U.S. — among 
parents who worry about their 
children staying Jewish and getting 
a good Jewish education. When 
they hear about the programme in 
America — and even in the transit 
camps in Rome or Naples — we ex- 
pect that many more will want to 
lake part." 

The pupils get full high school 
credit for the programme, which 
consists of a regular American 
curriculum, as well as Jewish and 
Hebrew subjects, Since they arc a 


Israel 

few years younger than the regular 
students at Michlelet Bruria and 
Yeshivat Hamivtar, the Russian 
youngsters are being treated protec- 
tively and warmly and given 
guidance by their classmates. The 
older students will also take the 
newcomers along on tours of Israel 
and include them in holiday 
celebrations. Both institutions have 
dormitories on their premises. 

None of the teenagers knows any 
Hebrew, but all are eager to learn 
some, because, says Sofya, "it is an 
ancient and interesting language.” 

AH go to American public 
schools, and one has attended a 
Talmud Tora. George, though not 
from a religious background, wears 
a ktppa. "I wear one only otV holi- 
days in Brooklyn," he explains, 
“but I wear one here all the lime.” 
he adds shyly, "because it‘s Israef." 

Asked why their parents chose to 
drop out, the teenagers seem reluc- 


tant to give a full answer, and lower 
their voices. 

“My mother and I were alone, 
and were afraid to go to Israel, 
where we have no relatives.' 1 sa\s 
one. 

"We didn't know much about 
Israel, and we had heard so much 
Russian propaganda about it.” ex- 
plains Julia, the daughter of an 
engineer and an architect. 

"We went to the U.S. because we 
hud uncles there." says Lorisa 
Fishgall. a 16-year-old with flaming 
red hair who settled in Portland. 
Oregon. 

ALTHOUGH MOST have a decent 
way of life in the U.S.. America still 
isn't home. 

TheiT English is good, and their 
Russian accents seem to have dis- 
solved in the American melting pel. 
But Sofya notes, laughingly, thut 
she is regularly called "Communist 
spy” by her classmates in Normal. 
Illinois. 

“There should be a little anti- 
Semitism in the world." adds Juliu 
drily. "Nat too much, but enough to 
keep our people together." 

Most would prefer not to marry 
non-Jews. Julia, conscious of her 
relatives' deaths in concentration 
camps, feels especially strongly. 
"They went through so much as 
Jews,” she says. 

“But,” says Lorisa, “if you love 
someone n lot, why should you care 
about religion?" 

Confused about their identities 
und futures, the youngsters are em- 
barking on a. seven-month adven- 
ture. und ubout to undergo u per- 
sonal test. We decided to meet 
again in half a year and see how 
they’d changed. 
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BUSINESS AND FINANCE 

Exports stressed by food packer 


By AARON SITTNER 
Jerusalem Post Reporter 

Cold winter time is hot soup time. 
So. (he busiest department these 
du}» at the Vita Food Company in 
Ra’nial Gan is the soup section. 

Thanks to the adequately 
developed science of food dehydra- 
tion. today's housewife — whether 
she is newly wed or with a silver 
head — need not shuck her corn, 
peel her potatoes or measure in her 
slices with the precision of an 
apothecary. 

She merely zips open a small foil 
hag. empties its contents into a 
saucepan, adds cold water, brings 
the medley to n boil, allows it to 
simmer and — there you have it. 

"Israelis are not only big on soup 
use. but also critical enough about 
the stuff to keep us on our toes," 
Yitzhak Plolkin. one of Vita's two 
managing directors, told The 
J eriisa lew Pmt during a recent visit 
to the plant. "It is only after one of 
our products scores here that we 
know it is good enough for 
marketing nbroad. 

"I'll reveal a trade secret 10 you. 
We do not pull our soup recipes out 
of a food industry formula folder. 
We invite some of Israel’s top chefs 
— from the five-star hotels — to our 
trial kitchen upstairs, where we 
provide them with all the in- 
gredients they ask for. 

A lew meters away our three 
senior food technologists sit with 
clipboards in hand and take notes. 
Conking, after all. is an an more 
than a science. 

“Mans a chef has won worldwide 


renown for a fine bisque or gumbo,' 
and a tasty bouillabaisse or gazpacho 
has earned for another chef his 
mark. 

"Our food scientists observe 
these master food artists at work, 
and translate (heir observations into 
recipes. These are tried and re- 
tried. Questions are raised. Can all 
the ingredients be successfully 
dehydrated? If so, will the recon- 
stituted soup be a reasonably decent 
duplicate of the original brew? 

"Satisfactory answers to such 
questions alone are not enough to 
justify opening a production line. 

We must first run these recipes on a 
tiny scale. Only if we are certain 
that mixing, powder breakdown and 
flavour development are sound, do 
we proceed to manufacture the 
product." 

Though Vita is by no means 
Israel's largest food processor, the 
firm’s 400 employees turn out about 
150 different items. On the average, 
12 new numbers are added each 
year, and two or three are dropped. 
Products include — besides 
dehydrated soups — juices, jams, 
ravioli, spaghetti, catsups, puddings, 
canned fruits and vegetables. 

One of the most recent and suc- 
cessful additions to the canned 
vegetable line are midget, or 
"baby" carrots in natural juice. 
Because they were hard to obtain 
here. Yitzhak Plolkin and his 
brother Moshe, the other Vita 
managing director, (ravelled to 
Europe to purchase the seeds for 
them. The carrots are golden 
orange in colour and about a 


Promotion is key to more 
! tourism, hoteliers claim 


Jerusalem Post Reporter 
TEL AVIV. — Income from 
tourism, which came to 5950m. in 
\m. could easily be increased to 
51.2b. with the right investment in 
promotion. Hotel Association 
president Shmuel Federman told in 
a press conference here last week. 

Federman said that income from 
tourism Iasi year exceeded that of 
citrus exports (S 200 m.), the dia- 
mond industry (S280m.) and 
agricultural exports (5280m.). 

Hotel Association chairman 
Moshe Barnea called on the 
government to invest in tourism 
rather than allocating funds to 
cover the deficit of El Al. 

Barnea noted that out of the 1,117,- 
000 tourists who visited Israel last 
year, 957.000 came by air, including 
240.000 on charter flights. Charter 
flight passengers constituted 25 per 
cent of .ill tourists and occupied 30 
per cent of the hotel beds, he stres- 
sed. 


Barnea also warned that Eilat was 
heading for disaster. 

Hotel Association managing 
director Moshe Amir said that 
world-wide during 1980 some 300 
million tourists left their home 
country to tour other lands, 
spending some 580b. — more than 
is involved in the world's weapons 
industry or oil trade. 

The speakers said that about 
250,000 tourists came to Israel from 
the U.S. last year, marking a 6 per 
cent decrease over the previous 
year, while the number of tourists 
from Europe increased. 

Blasting the government for 
cancelling the exemption from 
value added tax they had enjoyed 
until recently, the hoteliers called 
the action an act of Chelm. They 
said that rather than adding money 
to the state's coffers, the move ac- 
tually lessened income from tourists 
by deterring many from coming 
here. 


quarter the size of a golf ball. Vita 
has now contracted with local 
farmers to grow the pint-sized 
delicacies. 

M idget carrots have already 
emerged as Vita's top star in its ex- 
ports to Japan. 

That country is Vila’s fourth- 
largest overseas market, following 
the U.S. , Western Europe and the 
United Kingdom. In these markets, 
many Vita products are sold under 
other labels. They include Armour, 
Swift. Shopwell, Del Monte and 
Libby's. 

“About 35 per cent of our output 
goes to foreign customers." says 
Plolkin. “We do not maintain two 
grades of quality, one for export and 
one for the local market. If we are 
successful, it is only because of our 
emphasis on quality." 

Processing and selling food items 
is a tradition in the Plolkin family. 
Yitzhak and Moshe's father left 
Russia in 1918 and until 193J travel- 
led from one European country to 
another as a food broker. He came 
to this country in 1933 and six years 
later established Vita — with seven 
employees — in Ramat Gan. The 
product line then consisted solely of 
syrups and food flavours. 

Today, as the third generation of 
Plotkins (Moshe’s son) takes over a 
key management position, the fast- 
growing company has opened its 
new 5,000 sq.m, combination 
warehouse and shipping terminal in 
(he Rishon Lezion industrial zone. 

The ultra-modern reinforced con- 
crete facility sits on a 37-dunam 
plot which Vita could use in the 
future for expansion. 

Tourism expanded 
during last year 

Jerusalem Post Reporter 

The number of tourists who 
visited Israel in 1980 increased by 6 
per cent over the previous year, ac- 
cording to preliminary figures 
released by the Ministry of In- 
dustry, Trade and Tourism. 

Minister Gideon Patt said there 
was a rise in the number of visitors, 
to 1.117,000. 

The figures show that 957,000 
tourists came to Israel by air, 94,000 
by sea and, for the first time. 17,700 
tourists arrived by land from Egypt, 
crossing the border at Neot Sitiui. 

These figures do not include 
tourists visiting Israel on cruise 
ships. They make no distinction bet- 
ween holiday-makers and tourists 
who slay in hotels and boarding 
huuses and visitors who come to 
stay with friends or relatives. 

The number of tourists crossing 
the Allenby bridge into Israel rose 
by 22 per cent. In the month of 
December alone, 84,000 tourists 
arrived in Israel. 
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Sunday-painter Israel Poliak relaxes in front of stacks of some of his 
works. (Israel Sun) 

Successful manufacturer 
relaxes with brush and paint 

By MACABEE DEAN which is handled by the Israel 

Jerusalem Post Reporter Cancer Society. 

TEL AVIV. — After years of Poliak, who is both board 
aimless doodling at lengthy board chairman and director-gcncra! or 
meetings, industrialist Israel Poliak Polgut Enterprises, was born in 
decided six years ago to turn this Bratislava and during the Holocaust 
nervous habit into a full-time relax- -escaped to Chile. In I960 the 
alien. He decided to learn to paint laic Israeli Minister of Finance, 
— although he was then already in Pinhas Sapir. persuaded him to set 
his middle-sixties. “It was a hobby up a plant in Kiryal Gat — then a 
independent of age, health, money, development town given to "bread 
and the weather. It was for me," lie and work" demonstrations. The 
declared recently. original number of workers at his 

T he results of his decision were plant has grown from 200 to some 
on display last at an exhibition at 4,5on, most of them local residents, 

the Tel Aviv Municipal Library, "I paint when the spirit moves 
near the Tel Aviv Museum. me," Poliak says, and the spirit 

One art critic called Poliak’s use moves him late in the evenings, on 
of colour "daring, and spontaneous, vacations, or when he has spare 
yet pedantic." Of the 45 paintings lime while abroad. His themes in- 
on display, 30 were sold. The elude biblical scenes' Safad, Old 
proceeds of the sale went to the Julia. Venice, Switzerland, and lute- 
library. Iv, tile pyramids and the Nile Valley. 

Three years ago Poliak had "Each one of his pictures is a 
another exhibition, with the prize winner," one of his friends has 
proceeds going for a fund he set up said. "He wins the prize — a sense 
in the name of his late wife, Edith, of satisfaction." 


Amcor considers building 
production plants abroad 
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By YITZHAK OKKI) 
Jerusalem Post Reporter 
TEL AVIV. — Amcor is considering 
establishing plants in Spuin mid in 
the U.S. because of Israel's 
economic situation and what it 
called the hardships the government 
creates for manufueturers here. 

Al a press conference ■recently, 
celebrating production of the firm’s 
millionth refrigerator, managing 
director Ory Bernstein said that it is 
foolish to invest in Israel today 
when other countries like Ireland 
give such benefits to manufueturers. 
Bernstein said that, if the gov ern- 
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ment continues its policies, many 
oilier plants in the country will con- 
sider setting up plants abroad. 

Yoram fc'uks, also a managing 
i director of the Amcor group, said 
that the government is not protec- 
ting local industry, lie said dial 
Israel Is the only country which 
, allows imports with so little duty. 
i All this, he claimed, is seducing 
1 Israelis to become importers instead 
5 or tnumi I adorers, he said. 

/ In the 1980 fiscal year, Amcor Is 
I expected to have a turnover of over 
IS4U0 million, compared to ISI70 
- million die previous fiscal year. Ex* 

■ ports during the same period are ex- 
pected to rise from $ 6 m. to Slim. 

During the past four years the 
company has invested over ISlOm. 
in renewing its production lines. 

To celebrate Amcor's millionth 
refrigerator having rolled off the 
assembly lines, the firm has decided 
to murk the occasion by a series of 
sales, awards and prizes. 

During the one-month “carnival" a 
purchaser ot an Amcor refrigerator 
can win a free household appliance 
— refrigerator, oven, washing 
machine, oven hood, toaster, 
mixer, juicer, vacuum cleaner, fan 
or TV set. Winners of second and 
third prizes will receive a colour TV 
set. 

Amcor will show its involvement- 
in welfare problems through a radio 
. programme, “Spectrum, " in which 
t listeners will be able to select a 
welfare organization which will 
1 receive a contribution from Amcor. 

1 These contributions will total 

IS 100,000. 
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Banner year for investors 


tor was by far the best performer, 
standing at 75 1 .8. It was followed by 
the real estate group, which 


registered 602.4 on the index. 

Conservative investors have 
generally leaned to portfolios with a 
high proportion of commercial 
bank shares. They reason that 
historically the banks have suppor- 
ted the price of their own shares and 
have assured investors a positive 
yield, regardless of inflation or 
devaluation. 

The following table shows the 
results of an investment in commer- 
cial bank shares expressed in 
nominal gain, real gain with infla- 
tion taken into account, and the 
yield on dollar investments with 
devaluation considered. 

Nominal Real Yield 
Rain gain on S 

Invest- 

(in per cent) ments 


IDB 

+ 20* 

+ 29 

43 


tUpodlini (ri 

+ 231 

+ 39 

♦ 55 


Lcuim 

+ 221 

♦ 35 

+ 50 


M i/rahi 

+ 262 

+ 52 

♦ 70 

Africu-lsriit'IO 1 

1 mi 

+ 7b9 

+ 2t>6 

+ 307 

Israel Lund L3«v. (ri 

Union 

+ 212 

+ 31 

+ 4o 

KihSco(»rd ) 


The growlh of the commercial 
bank balance sheets has been very 
rapid and the banks are using the 
favourable market conditions to 
raise funds from the public. 

A cross-section of some of the 
leading gaining shares among in- 
• duslrials^clearly shows how suc- 
cessful investments in these shares 
were in 1980. 


By JOSEPH MORGENSTERN Industrial shares have 
Post Finance Reporter traditionally been undervalued and 

With the devaluation rate of the the 1980 results, to a degree, reflect 
shekel at just over 1 13 per cent, in- this. Companies like Teva saw their 
vestors who used dollars or Oerman shares rise in response to good 
marks to invest in local- securities financial results ana overall growth, 
enjoyed an above-average yield on Elron, for another instance, saw 
their funds, even when considering growth come from its investments, 
the very high interest paid on The company has successfully 
foreign currency deposits. raised large sums by means of 

A review of the General Share In- private placements. In November it 
dex indicates Ihalihe industrial sec- announced that Bank Leumi, 
or was by far the best performer, through its investment company, 
standing at 75 1 .8. It was followed by had joined Discount Investments as 
he real estate group, which a shareholder. Elron is in the 
registered 602.4 on the index. process of preparing a SIOmJTfnan- 

Conservative investors have cing issue on the American market, 

generally leaned to portfolios with a Among land development and 
high proportion of commercial real estate equities those of Rassco 

bank shares. They reason that nut in a sparkling performance, 

historically (he banks have suppor- Early in the year the company was 

ted the price of their own shares and torn by internal dissension and its 

have assured investors a positive general manager wns sucked. Its 

yield, regurdless of inflation or balance sheet and profit and loss 

devaluation. statement made poor rending, as 

The following table shows the losses were recorded. In December, 

results of an investment in contmer- in a major realignment of major 

cial bank shares expressed in shareholders, the Aharon 

nominal gain, real gain with influ- Rubinstein group nssumed control 

tion taken into account, and the following its purchase of Jewish 

yield on dollar investments with Agency holdings in Rassco. 

devaluation considered. A recent semi-annual statement 

Nominal Real Yield shows an improvement in the com- 
RBin gain onS puny’s fortunes. 

(in per cent) ments Nominal Real Yield 

IDB + 206 * 29 4 3 K* ln 8" ln wnS 

tUpodlini (r| + 2JI ♦ 39 ♦ 55 „ in * es, ‘ 

Leumi +221 ♦ 35 +50 («i P *r«m> ments 

Mi/rahi +262 + 52 + 70 Afnca-lsruelO I +782 +271 +313 

IKj] + 7b9 +2b6 ♦ 307 Israel Land Dev. (ri +312 ♦ 7J ♦ U 

Union +212 +31 + 4o Rm«M(.»nl ) + 335 +384 

The growlh of the commercial Unlike in 1979, index-linked 
bank balance sheets has been very bonds afforded investors protection 
rapid and the banks are using the against the ravages of inflation. An 
favourable market conditions to average bulanccd portfolio of index- 
raise funds from the public. linked bonds would have yielded 

A cross-section of some of the some I ft- per cent for the year. Ad- 

leading gaining shares among in- ju*red lor inflation it ‘*«uild have 
duslrials^clearly shows how sue- shown a real yield of somewhat 
ecssful investments in these shares m *jre than 10 per cent, 
were in 1980 Investors who exchanged dollars 

taU Real VI, id 10 P\ ,r ' hase '"^-linked bonds 

gain gain onS would have reaped a princely 22.8 

in*e«- per cent, in terms of their dollars, 

(in perccnii menu Mutual funds, a favourite of the 
tlb»i + 721 +246 +285 small investor who seeks diversifica- 

Pcirochcmknh +t8S5 +736 +835 (jon, c ame through with some 

HxifeChemicds ♦ 1654 + 638 + 722 highly impressive results. Funds 

Elron o f + 747 1 257 I aw specializing in equity investments, 

Tevu(r) + 920 +329 +378 not surprisingly, recorded the best 

Tax incentive for owners 
to rent out vacant flats 

By ARYEH RUBINSTEIN 
Post Knesset Reporter 
The owners of some 20,000 va- 
cant flats now have a strong incen- 
tive to rent them out with the pas- 
sage last week of the In- 
come Tax Bill (Encouragement of 
Rental of Rats). 

The bill also gives tax benefits to 
contractors who build flats for ren- 
tal, and to persons who move to 
another town in connection with MK Shlomo Lorincz 

their employment or business. 

Finance Committee chairman flationary component deducted. 
Shlomo Lorincz said that up to now Even the existing law aims to en- 
it has hardly been worthwhile for courage labour mobility by permit- 
owners of a second flat (whether t j ng a person who moves to anothei 
they are holding it for a son or t own for vocational reasons to 
daughter, or for some other reason) deduct from the rent he receives foi 
to rent it out, considering the his fj rat n a t the rent he pays in his 
maintenance costs and income tax. n ew place — for one year. 

The new law grants such owners 2 - I . — - - 

KMS $800,000 export deal 

the income tax on the rent received. K.I RY AT S H M ON A . ■— The 
Building contractors who build Ramim engineering firm has jusi 
flats for rental now pay only 30 per closed en export deal worth $800 
cent tax on their profits. The new 000, in which it will supply 45 unit! 
law says that if a contractor rents of sophisticated communicator 
out half of the fiats and sells the control equipment used on the bat' 
other half, the 30 per cent tax limit tlefield. 

will apply to all the fiats. Raihim’s general manager 

To encourage the sale of building Shmuel Ohpna, said that the firm i 
plots for the construction of rental products have competed successful 
fiats, the new law provides for an in- ly in international markets. In th( 
come tax of only 10 per cent on the past the firm has exported to Iran 
profit from the sale, with the In- and now plans exports to Europe. 
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yields. The Big Three banks grab- 
bed the top three positions, in term 
of yield. 

In mid-year the banking com- 
munity came under heavy criticism, 
when one bank after another issued 
"flexible” funds without charging 
any price differential or commission 
when selling the units. Within a lit- 
tle over four weeks the banks suc- 
ceeded in absorbing no less than 
IS250m. of the public's funds. These 
mutual funds, by comparison with 
some of the others, fared relatively 
poorly, with six-month nominal 
gains not exceeding 63 per cent. 

Mutual Funds Specializing In Shares 



Nominal 

Real 

Yield 


gain 

gain 

on 5 
in* eat - 


(in per cenll 

menu 

Llbn 

+ 721 

♦ 246 

+ 285 

f’eiroehcmicuh 

+ 1885 

+ 736 

+ 835 

Haifa Chemicals 

+ 1654 

+ 638 

+ 722 

Duhek ID 

+ 1322 

+499 

+ 566 

Elron 0 1 

+ 747 

+ 257 

+ 297 

Tevu(r» 

+ 920 

+ 329 

+ 378 




Nomlnel 

Real 

Yield 


gain 

gain 

[nS 

Murgulit (Leumi) 

+ 556 

♦ 17* 

+ 207 

Erc/(Hapunlim) 

+ 423 

+ 120 

+ 145 

Dekel(Disoiuiii) 

» 388 

+ 105 

+ 129 

Naiif(Mm-jhi) 

♦ 295 ■ 

+ 66 

+ 85 


Mutual Funds Specializing in 


Index-Linked Ronds 



Nominal 

Heal 

Yield 


gnin 

gain 

InS 


(in pci ceni] 


Mu)an(riHI) 

♦ 175 

+ 1* 

+ 29 

MivliiirlHHh 

+ 172 

+ 14 

+ 27 

Shuvil (Hupoulim) 

► 172 

+ 14 

» 27 


MK Shlomo Lorincz 

flationary component deducted. 

Even the existing law aims to en- 
courage labour mobility by permit- 
ting a person who moves to another 
town for vocational reasons to 
deduct from the rent he receives for 
his first flat the rent he pays in his 
new place — for one year. 


$800,000 export deal 

KIRYAT SHMONA. — The 
Ramim engineering firm has just 
closed en export deal worth $800- 
000, in which it will supply 45 units 
of sophisticated communication 
control equipment used on the bat J 
tlefield. 

Ramim’s general manager, 
Shmuel Ohpna, said that the firm’s 
products have competed successful- 
ly in international markets. In the 
past the firm has exported to Iran, 
and now plans exports to Europe. 


The two-year old ruling that 
capital gains stemming from invest- 
ments in Israeli industrial shares 
traded on llie American exchanges 
has been part of the big boost 
benefiting the shares of Elscim and 
Sci-Tcx. The Else ini shares have 
risen about eightfold since the 
beginning of 1^80. The Sci-Tcx 
shares were first traded on May 21 . 
1980 at SI l :i share and closed out 
the year al S29. in the wake of a 2: 1 
stock split. 

Looking ahead into the im- 
mediate future, the picture appears 
quite good, 

The big banks tire in the process 
of flouting major financing issues. 
There is also an unusually high level 
of financial liquidity resulting from 
the redemption of index-linked 
bonds. 

Finally, the public has come lo 
believe that investment in equities is 
a positive way of hedging its savings 
against inflation. Altogether, these 
factors portend a good market over 
the near term. 

More Israeli firms 
exhibiting abroad 

By MACABEE DEAN 
Jerusalem Post Reporter 
In addition lo participating in the 
13th Cairo International Book Fair, 
starting January 29, Israeli 
businessmen will also display their 
wares at a general fair in Egypt in 
March and at a fair for laboratory 
equipment there in May. 

Yitzhak Weiman, chairman of the 
Israel Export Institute, said last 
week that Israeli publishers will offer 
between 300 ana 400 titles at the 
Cairo book fair in Arabic, English, 
French and Hebrew. 

The Export Institute will par- 
ticipate in 50 international fairs in 
the 1981/82 financial year, com- 
pared to only 36 in the current 
(1980/81) year. The number of firms 
exhibiting will increase by 10 per 
cent and stand at about 440. 

"But most important," Weiman 
said t “is the fact that we expect 
firms that only exhibited a few times 
in the past to increase their par- 
ticipation by 30 to 40 per cent." 

The 50 fairs in which the institute 
will participate will include those 
for automotive spare parts, airplane 
equipment, safety equipment, elec- 
tronics and textiles. There will be 
two fairs each in the Helds of 
building equipment, plastics and 
packaging, industrial sub- 
contracting equipment, processed 
food, books and furniture. . 


m Bones « 

Cl 

to Western Europe 
and the U.S. A. 
Oranges or Grapefruit 

Export Quality 

(about 19 kg.) 
Home delivery 
From $30. — 

Pardess syndicate Ltd. 

8 Rehov Kaplan, Tel Aviv 
84734, Tal. 210121 


SUMMER 

CAMP 


KIBBUTZ MAABAROT 
NETANYA. Coed6-10 

Best location and facilities Oui 30ih 
season PqisoibUy supervised by 
own a i/d i rector. Ami Qe. Extensive 
Israeli programme: arts, dance, spot is 
and social. Israeli campmsies. 
Experience living in Israel 

DETAILS: Ami Ge. P.O.B. 11BB, 

Natenya. Israel. Sgg& asjj 
clip and save. 


A volume of sermons on the weekly 
Sidrah delivered by Rabbi Or. 
Theodore Lewis in historic Touro 
Synagogue. Newport. R.l . Has 
recently been published. Touro 
Synagogue is the oldest Synagogue 
in the United States and has bean 
designated as a National Historic 
Site by the United States Govern- 
ment. 

Rabbi Lewis was born in Dublin. 
Ireland and was educated in Irish 
schools. He is a graduate of Dublin 
University. He studied in Etz Chaim 
Yeshiva. London, and also in (ha 
Mirer Yeshiva, Poland, where ha 
was ordained by Rabbi Eliezer 
Yehuda Finkel. Rosh Hayeshiva. 
Rabbi Dr. Leo Jung writes in his 
prefatory fetter: "Your book should 
prove a source of much good 
'lo aspiring ■m 

teachers and 

Rabbonim. I X -tv-vt 0 rpA \ 
should feel / \ 

couraged by its iLtjfo. V i 

becoming a 

document for 

family study. 

especially on 

Friday night and 

Shabbat after- Ii «+«- tvT+^.A«t ig»w| 
noon" 1 1 

For copies of tho booh, writ* lo Touro S«f * 
mono. 88 Touto Si.. Newport. R I. 02840. 
U.S.A 

IIid cost par voluma is 112 50 plus 90c 
postage end handling Rhode Island resi- 
dents add 7 Be sal as tan Plaesa tnaka 
checks payable la "Tamo Seimont.'* 


the most detailed , practical and 
informative guide book on Israel 


feAZAk 

Guide to 

Israel 

1980-1981 

IskacL’s own 
tesr-sel_LiNQC,uiae 



over E00 pages. 24 section full colour large scale tour- 
ing maps, practical and historical information, tourist 
routes, hotel and restaurant guide, enlarged Jerusalem 
section, touring tha desert'- Also available in German. 

MAKES TOURING A 
PLEASURE 

US$7 packing and post free, surface mail. Allow 6-8 weeks. 

To: The Jerusalem Post, POB 81, Jerusslem, Israel. 

Please sand me tha 1980/81 Bozak Guide to Israel, 

<My cheque for U8$ 7 Is enclosed. 
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The buddy system A matter of 


A NEW ORGANIZING principle is starling to emerge in the coun- 
try's public life, it seems. Beyond party, even community, we now 
have the club, or something akin to the old school tie, as tone seller 
and decision maker. 

Herzl Shadr, the ex-general fired last week from his job as police 
chief by his civilian superior, Dr. Yosef Burg, is by all odds a man of 
sterling qualities. He had nearly made it to chief of staff of ihe armed 
forces, and just a year ago he appeared to be an ideal choice for 
inspector-general. In many ways, loo, his performance in that post 
bore out the initial promise. 

His disdain for laws and rules, however, proved to be too much for 
any responsible minister to tolerate for long. That, essentially, is why 
he was relieved of his duties last week. 

This was the signal for the ex -generals’ club to spring to Mr. 
Shafir's defence, and with an alacrity and ferocity worthy of better 
causes. The suggestion conveyed by the brilliant galaxy of Mr. 
Shafir’s army lawyers, headed by two former chiefs of staff, was that 
a high ran king reserve officer can do no wrong in civilian life, and is 
literally above criticism — let alone above dismissal at the hands of a 
mere civilian. 

The suggestion rang a bell: it was for the same reason that Mr. 
Begit* would allow Arik Sharon, "hero or Israel." to Haul the law and 
even c.ull the premier “charlmun" to his face. But as an organized 
campaign by cx -generals on behalf of one of their own, nothing like it 
had happened before. 

Hrst MK Moshc Dayan was to recall the many nights Mr. Shafir 
had to spend out in the field while Dr. Burg was lolling in u comfor- 
table hotel bed. This irrelevancy drew un appropriately tart response 
fron the minister. Then came Haim Laskov, a former chief of staff, 
on television Sunday night, to portray Mr. Shafir as the man who had 
never lied. 

Laskov, ombudsman of the Israel Defence Forces, it turned out, 
was the ‘‘public figure" with whom Lhe former inspector-general had 
deposited the memorandum of his conversation with Dr. Burg about 
the Afarsck file. The conclusion Mr. Laskov reached was not only 
that Dr . Burg had ordered that file, containing sundry allegations of 
illegality in the Interior Ministry, be closed, hut also that Mr. Shafir’s 
refusal to abide by that order was the real cause of his dismissal. 
No such conclusion was drawn even by Mr. Shafir himself.. 

All this, however, has ncxt-lo-nothing to do with the Shafir dis- 
missal issue, just as the Abuhatzeira case has ncxl-to-nothing to do 
with the precise circumstances in which the police obtained Yisruel 
Gottlieb’s consent to turn state’s evidence againstthe religious affairs 
mini Iter? *• 

In the latter case, another club, that or Knesset Members, has been 
seen forming a solid phalanx to protect a member, Ahnron Abuhat- 
zeira, Irom what is viewed as an over-hasty attempt to lift his 
parliamentary immunity. In the end, the House Committee must 
know, they will have no choice but to grant the attorney-general's re- 
quest, and allow Mr. Abuhatzeira to stand trial on the charges pen- 
ding against him... But in the meantime the committee, coalition and 
opposition alike, arc showing that a club member may not be treated 
like the man-in -th e-street, and that police methods that may be 
suitable for the ordinary citizen must be checked, once entry is 
allowed into the club. 


WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 7, 1981 

Statement of principle 

MOST newspapers prefer to report the news, not make it. The 
Jerusaleht Post is no exception. It was, therefore, with surprise and 
considerable dismay that we learned from the foreign news wires on 
Monday night that the Egyptian Minister of Culture and Information 
had banned all Jerusalem Post correspondents from entering Egypt. 
The reason for the ban was a report by our Middle East Affairs 
Editor. A nan Safadi. on a power struggle inside the Egyptian govern- 
ment. 

Mr. Safadi’s article was based on information he gathered 
during a recent visit to Egypt. The authority of his sources was 
beyond question; there was therefore also no question about making 
public the essentials of the information. 

Presumably sonic Egyptian officials prefer to view this as an ex- 
pression ol ill intent. In doing so they fail to understand the principles 
of independent journalism, as pursued in Israel and other free countries. 

They also disregard the intense interest and the great energies in- 
vested by this newspaper in providing coveragc-in-deplh for the 
Israeli reader about Egypt and the process of peace with Israel. The 
record of our performance needs no cluborution; it is inscribed in the 
pages of the newspaper since November 1977. 

It is a record based not only on our commitment to the peace 
process. It is based ns well on our conviction that the free und public 
flow i«l in formation about and between the two societies, so long 
estranged from each other, must itself be a component of a durable 
peace. . . 

Banning journalists cannot, therefore, be considered a legitimate 
expression of view in the relations between the two countries. 

We would hope that the Egyptian authorities, after reviewing their 
action, also come to this conclusion. 


THURSDAY, JANUARY 8, 1981 


conscience 

REFUSAL to obey orders, es- 
pecially when displayed consistent- 
ly, is a grave offence in any military 
organization, no matter how 
democratic the society it serves. It is 
not surprising, therefore, that a 
military court should have 
sentenced Private Gad Elgazito one 
year’s imprisonment this week. 

Pvt. Elgqzi's offence was his re- 
fusal to serve beyond the 1967 bor- 
ders. He was not a conscientious 
objector, to whom any idea of 
warjike fighting is anathema. On the 
contrary, the court accepted 
testimony describing him as a con- 
scientious and dedicated soldier. It 
was ruther that he objected to doing 
military duty in the administered, or 
occupied, territories. 

For this he had already stayed 120 
days in camp lock-up before being 
brought to court. 

The accused did not challenge 
the duty of army service in the ter- 
ritories on the ground of illegality, 
but on the ground of what the court 
president himself termed 
"humanity." For Pvt. Elgazi, the 
court was told, "the highest of all 
values was to treat his fellow human 
being as a complete equal. This 
meant, for him, loving both of the 
nations that live in this country." 

A llhough evidently impressed, 
the military declined to admit this 
philosophy as warrant for acquittal, 
or even for a mere token sentence, 
as urged by the defence. The 
prosecution’s argument, that a 
minimal deterrent sentence was 
needed to make it plain that a 
soldier was not free to act his con- 
science, rang stronger in the 
courtroom. 

The verdict could therefore have 
been expected, once Pvt. Elgazi was 
put on trial. Then, too, it would 
have been dangerous for the court 
to endorse the notion that any 
public philosophy could release a 
military man from his basic obliga- 
tion to carry out orders. There is, 
after all, more than just one such 
philosophy around. 

Tomorrow, or the day after, 
another military court may be call- 
ed upon to decide the case of a 
soldier who disobeyed orders 
beyond the Green Line (the 1964 
borders) out of nationalist, and not 
humanist, convictions. What’s 
sauce for the goose is sauce for the 
gander. 

At the same time, the Elgazi case 
raises some disturbing issues of 
public policy. For one thing, there is 
the problem of even-handed 
military justice. Mild as Pvt. Elgazi’s 
punishment may have been, it was 
still extremely harsh compared with 
the penalties meted out to officers 
found guilty of murdering prisoners 
of war — and which the chief-of- 
staff would not even allow to be 
served out in full. 

Moreover, Pvt. Elgazi’s offence 
wns not unique among soldiers, ex- 
cept in the sense that he, almost 
alone, was picked out to be 
chastised for it; and he had already 
spent time in detention for Ihe of- 
fence. What, then, was the purpose 
of this act of discrimination? 

Was it to stem an expected tide of 
like-minded soldiers who might 
similarly demur at being made the 
"strong-arm" of a heavy-handed oc- 
cupying regime? Or was it meant as 
another symbolic gesture signifying 
the erasure of the Green Line, and 
the virtual annexation of the ter- 
ritories to Israel? 


Dry Bones 
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Athens and Jerusalem 

GREECE’S accession to t lie European Community, which look ef- 
fect on January 1, is a happy occasion for the western world, and that 
goes for Israel, a nearby neigh hour us well. 

It crowns a period of economic progress ami political stability in 
Greece in the. wake of that ancient country’s return to democracy un- 
der Constantin Karaniaulis m 1974. Ji coincides, too, with Greece’s 
return to lull participation in NA TO. The two events together give 
expression to Greece's desire and determination to take its rightful 
place strategically and economically — in the family of free na- 
tions. 

In the long term, moreover, Greece's involvement in these mul- 
tinational frameworks should have a settling and stabilizing influence 
on her long-festering conflict with Turkey, also u NATO member and 
an EC aspirant. For other East Mediterranean emistal countries, 
such as ourselves, that can only be to the good 

Bui while Israel can unhesitatingly welcome Greece's accession in 
the broad perspective, it must immediately enter its own particular 
reservations and anxieties. These stem not so much from the 
economic and polilicul problems attaching to Greece’s entry, as Tram 
the natural fear that these problems will become precedents ill the 
case or Spain, whose own entry is only two years off. 

On the narrow Irani of Israel's agricultural trade with Greece, say 
Foreign Ministry officials, potential difficulties over tariffs have been 
hnw h m discussiails the EC in Brussels. But there 
n ? CMy 8 ?! ul,0 . ns “> the weighty problem Tor Israeli 
agriculture of competition in Europe with Greek eilrus products. 

The quantities involved are not large; there is still room for 
E ur °P eun marketplace. But the looming danger of 
Spain, with its vast and rapidly expanding citrus and vegetable produc- 

s S'piSsi. ' xp " ien,;<: ■ sob,:ring |,rc “ d '" 1 fur *** 

? rceC f S ac « 8sion 10 lhe EC also strikes a dishear- 
note ,n Jerusalem, because all of Israel’s persistent efforts over 
Hint i° brln ® £5* Pressure *° hear upon Greece to raise its 

L c,atlon , s w,tb * sracl have lo naught. Greece is now 
biT-l ?! the Eur °P cun Community — and its envoy 

ambassador h ° W * h * rank ° f dl P loma,ic representative, not full 

conc/rn a M in j l i 8 ? pain rather than Greece lhal « the real cause for 
d ? CS n v evcn r «ognize Israel much less have a 
diplomatic m , SS | ° n here. Yet it would be weird indeed if Spain were 

between th IS'' 1"? the 1 reby , becom . c a P^Y formal agreement 
existence h E ° d ' whdc cont,nuln S n °t to recognize Israel’s 

co E u C „S hav p takc " that P° inl in discussions with their Israeli 
S in?hi 8 ' fr lbe ; e wcre trances and under- 
thev wouVnri pa l r C statcsm . en and officials to Israel that 
coun^v hefS ai P Grcecc to ra,8c thc 8tatus of its ties with this 
reaTzed. accession to Europe - and these have still to be 

Sba ™ ir and his diplomats will have to keep ham- 
nres'surp nr, f- at countries, both to step up the persuasive 

Arab /nep? ? eCC 01 18 I? 100 ,atc for At hen 8 to shrug off fears of 

,rregularily) and t0 sland firm in the 
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READERS' LETTERS 


RELIGIOUS ISSUES AND POLITICAL EXPEDIENCY 


To the Editor cf The Jerusalem Post 

Sir, — As one who may have 
.some knowledge about the religious 
predicament in Israel and in the 
Western world, particularly in the 
United States where I served as rab- 
bi for 33 years, I must take excep- 
tion to the editorial "Chipping at 
the walls" (December 26). 

To read a religious issue as mere- 
ly a political contest or a matter of 
establishment prestige is to betray 
an absence of religious experience 
or commitment. Though, indeed, 
the matter of "rights to the Conser- 
vative or Reform movements" may 
be treated on the Knesset floor on 
the basis of political expediency, 
coalition politics and the like, the is- 
Bue is far more profound. It will 
prevail even if "the logic of religious 
equality among Jews impresses 
itself on the country's legislature.” 

Indeed, Israel is the "only 
country in the whole free world in 
which Conservative and Reform 
rabbis are barred from performing 
marriages." So are many Orthodox 
rabbis. So are marriages of Jews and 
non-Jews barred only in Israel. So 
are civil marriages. How would it be 
if the Reform rabbis would perform 
mixed marriages, as about half of 
them do in America, some col- 
laborating with a priest or minister? 
Is all this “deprivation,” "an out- 
rage"? 

Chief Rabbi Goren’s statement that 
Conservative and Reform rabbis 
"don’t even observe kashrut and 
Shabbat," is true even of many 
Conservative rabbis. 


In Los Angeles, a city of almost 
600,000 Jews, Conservative temples 
accommodate parking cars on 
Shabbat in parking space under the 
Temple structure or in adjacent 
lots. The Law Commission of the 
Conservative Rabbinical Assembly 
has approved travel to temple. 
Organs peal and non-Jews sing 
sh'ma in the choir. This is Conser- 
vative, with hardly a single pulpit 
rabbi observing Shabbat and many 
keeping kashrut "inside" but not 
“out." Thus, if Rabbi Goren says 
they are not "real rabbis,’’ is that an 
"outrage" too? 

The editorial says: "But it really 



Chief Rabbi Goren 


DISCRIMINATION IN ISRAEL 


To the Editor of The Jerusalem Post 

Sir, — We, the undersigned, 
would like to express our disap- 
pointment at the defeat of the bill 
introduced in the Knesset which 
would have provided equal rights 
for the Conservative and Reform 
movements in Israel, and which we 
wholeheartedly supported. 

Here, in the Jewish State, Jews of 
the Reform and Conservative 
movements are unable to observe 
fully their halachot because of the 
political power of certain branches 
of Judaism which prevent them 
from doing so. 

We, more than any other people 
in the world, should know that dis- 
crimination is one of the worst 
crimes that can be committed 
between people. Yet there are Jews 
who would discriminate against 


their own people. A Conservative 
rabbi cannot perform a marriage in 
Israel. An individual converted in a 
Conservative or Reform Beit Din is 
not considered a Jew in Israel. All 
money for religious institutions goes 
to Orthodox ones. Yitzhak Shamir 
did not attend a memorial 
ceremony for the Jews who died in 
the Paris synagogue bombing and 
the Israeli rabbinate refused to send 
condolences la the bereaved solely 
because the bombing took place in 
a Reform synagogue. 

Is this the tolerance we have 
learned as a people? 

ROBERT MARKOVIC 
STUART MILLER 
And 60 more members and staff 
of the W.U.J.S. Institute 
( names supplied I 

Arad. 


‘ABSURD CHARGES AGAINST PERES’ 


To the Editor of The Jerusalem Post 

Sir, — - Yosef Goell’s article on 
Shimon Peres (December 19) is dis- 
figured by a representative selection 
of the slanders that have been dis- 
seminated by his opponents. No at- 
tempt is made to examine their 
validity; in some cases, indeed, their 
absurdity is self-evident. 

Thus, for example, Goell writes 
that, in the '50s and early ‘60s, Peres 
"certainly deserved" the reputation 
6f r * ^indecently’ jumping the queue 
ahead of such second-generation 
stalwarts as Sharett, Lavon, Eshkol, 
Golda, Sapir and Aranne..." As 
Peres did not even make the cabinet 
until 1970, when Sharett and Aran- 
ne were dead and the others had all 
reached the summit of their power, 
the charge is obvious nonsense. 

. Nor is there the slightest basis for 
the statement that Peres “was a ma- 
jor factor in fuelling Ben-Gurion’s 
irrational persistence" in connec- 
tion with the Lavon affair. It is dif- 
ficult to understand how anyone 
who lived through the period 1960- 


65 could have failed to perceive that 
B.G.’s insistence on righting what 
he called ivttlhadin (the injustice in- 
volved in the usurpation by the 
cabinet of judicial function when it 
cleared Lavon and, by implication, 
condemned the senior officer con- 
cerned in the affair) was due to 
profound personal conviction and 
not ‘‘fuelled" by any of his as- 
sociates. 

There is no space to refute one by 
one all the imputations cited by 
Goell, but one more must be men- 
tioned. "The most one can expect" 
from Peres in regard to Arab-Israel 
problems, he writes, is "such vir- 
tually meaningless slogans as ‘the 
Jordanian option.’ " On die same 
day as the article was published, the 
Labour Party Conference adopted a 
detailed policy statement (published 
in advance) on these questions, 
which The New York Times (Weekly 
Review, December 2L) described as 
“a giant step forward." 

MISHA LOUYISH 

Jerusalem. 


sums up the reason for the 
spreading popular alienation from 
the Orthodox dogma: the definition 
of Judaism in terms of unreformable 
law and strict ritual and in defiance . 
of the need for change and the 
imperatives of modernity." What 
accounts for the deviation from 
Conservative and Reform move- 
ments to intermarriage, assimilation 
and apostasy? Surely not "unrefor- 
mable laws." 

What accounts for the growing 
number of ba'alei t’shuva to 
Orthodoxy? The answer is that the 
"imperatives" of eternity take 
precedence over those of moder- 
nity. Further, the Law, in many 
respects, is "reformable,” in others, 
not. 

We needn't worry about 
"dedicated Conservative and 
Reform friends" losing patience. 
Only their rabbis lose patience. Let 
them come to the Land and exert 
influence as Orthodox Jews, not 
political opportunists, have done. 
Let us worry instead that the mar- 
riages and conversions they per- 
form, if recognized, will cause a 
split in K'lal Yisrael, with children of 
one seel not marrying those of the 
other. This is already developing in 
the U.S.. where the Rabbinical 
Council of America is keeping a 
separate marriage registry. The 
wholeness of Jewry, as yet 
preserved in the State, not sectarian 
accommodation, should be our 
chief concern. 

RABBI SIMON A DO LG IN 
Jerusalem. 

THE RIGHT 
TO BE DIFFERENT 

In dw Edit"' ,» ( The Jetuuih-m Pm I 

Sir, — Dr. Hartman's “Questions 
for Hannuka" (December 3) is in- 
deed thought-provoking. It is true 
that what we are really celebrating 
is the right to be different and to 
sustain values alien to the rest of the 
world. 

The tenets of Judaism are strong 
enough to stand exposure to world 
culture without either aping it or 
being swallowed by it, and it is un- 
necessary to withdraw into an in- 
tellectual ghetto to survive its In- 
roads. By selective exposure, we 
can only benefit from the broader 
culture. 

The reason so many Jews are un- 
able to withstand the lure or 
assimilation is because their Jewish 
* knowledge is so sparse lhal they are 
not making a real choice. Most of- 
ten those who discard Jewish values 
arc those who never learned whnt 
they are. 

Jerusalem. DVORA WAYSMAN 

- IPO IN BRAZIL 

To the Editor of The Jerusalem Post 

Sir, — I refer to Yohanan 
Boehm’s excellent article of 
November 14, "Orchestral 
tourists." 

As Latin America's largest Jewish 
congregation, we were responsible 
for the three performances of the 
Israel Philharmonic Orchestra in 
Brazil. We wish to point out that the 
person who visited Zubin Mehta 
and the orchestra committee before 
the concert and welcomed them of- 
ficially was the Governor of the 
State of Sao Paulo, Paulo Salim 
Maluf. The correct name of the 
proprietor of Sao Paulo’s new live- 
star-plus Maksoud Plaza Hotel, 
another Lebanese, who invited the 
entire orchestra to stay at the hotel 
y as his guests, is Roberto Maksoud. 
s . MARIO ARTHUR ADLER. 

Vice-President, 
I CONGREGACAO ISRAELITA 
Sao Paulo, Brazil. PAULISTA 
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FIVE ROOM APARTMENT for sale or rent. 
Tel Aviv, excellent location. Call: (212) 275- 
6719. Write: Box 53. Forest Hills, NY 11375, 
USA. 


WHERETO STAY 


SERVICED APARTMENTS for rent. Short 
term. Special arrange menu for long term, 
Herzliya Heights, Tel. 052-70251, 4 Rehov El- 
Al, Herzliya. 


BOOKS 


■ j jj " J J 1 1 ■ r r , r r i - 

LARGE CONDOMINIUM. FURNISHED, 
on the beach. Nelanya, Israel for rent. Call 
evenings USA 0215) 664-7825. 


INNOVATION — A monthly review of Israel 
R & D. One year: S22. A.G. PUBLICATIONS 
LTD., P.O.B. 8100, 91080, Jerusalem. 


MATRIMONIAL 


REALTY 


ABEL REALTY — FLATS, shops, offices, 6 
King George Street, Jerusalem. 


DWELLINGS 


MATRIMONIAL: International Agency 
specialising in academics, A merles n/Euro- 
pean tradition, unlimited personal service, dis- 
cretion assured. Mr. Chelrll. P.O.B, 7382. 
Jerusalem. Tel. 02-214334. 

VERY attractive woman, excellent ap- 
pearance. cultured. 44. for serious purpose 
PO B 1831. 31018 Haifa, Israel. 


PERSONAL 


JERUSALEM 

WANTED TO RENT: Jerusalem, July-August 
1981. 2-3 room furnished apartment, profes- 
sional adults. Bergman. 100 Woodland 
Avenue. Verona. New Jersey 07044. USA. 
12011 1 239-8 ‘ 9 L j [.in j , j m,Tr, T r 

TC LAV iV 

INTERESTED In buying apartment in Tel 
Aviv "Migdalci David." liefer. Israel. Tel 01- 
264X97. or Vancouver B.C., Canada. Tel (Ol- 
604-321-6861. Stanley. 


COMMUNICATION for Jewish singles 
throughout the world. Send your particulars: 
Shilui Organization. PO.fi 6190. Tel Auv 


PLOTS 


in Jerusalem 

For tourlsr«: fully furnished, ser- 
viced. two room apartments for 
short term rent. 

P.O.B. 13100. Tel. 02-531221 
Telex. 26139 DETEL 


Wl: BUI LAND, properly in Israel W 
Goodman. Kaf-iei BeNovember 14a. 
Jcruvihem Tel 02-662751. 


CENTRAL HOTEL 
JERUSALEM 
High Standard — 
Fair Pxcas 
1 Located in C»V Can 
I tra near shopping and 
Holy Places Kosher 

H B si a II ■ »lit on 

premises lisdilion.al 
1 atmosphere 
B Pinai Si . Jerusalem 
i rnsjoi «i«Jil cards 
I honoured 
I Tel 02 2231H 
Teles. 281 6? 





JERUSALEM POST CLIPPINGS ARCHIVES. 
Prominent People, 


(J-9S-1). Zug, 1978 Veizmann Chaim 38*71 



CHAIM WEIZMANN 

Today, the individual scholar interested in Palestine. 

■ Israel, the Jewish People, the Middle East and 
associated subjects, can be virtually liberated from his 
dependence on a large library with specialised 
resources 

His life and times as seen through the columns of The 
Jerusalem Post and before that The Palestine Post, is 
only one of the hundreds of subjects available on 
Microfilm or Microfiche. 

Take advantage of The Jerusalem Post information 
service from our extensive archives, founded in 1 933. 

For detailed information write to 
Jerusalem Post Archives. P08 81. Jerusalem. 

Tha Jerusalem Post is microfilmed daily. Microfilms of The 
Palestine Post and The Jerusalem Post are available from the 
first day of publication, Dec..1. 1932. Apply directly to IDC, 
Hogewosrd 161 — 153 Laiden. The Netherlands, or IDC. 
Poatstrasse 1 4. 6300 Zug, Switzerland. 
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